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be delayed, the hay crop would be
injured, a great deal of the grain
crop would be wasted and in many
ways farming operations would be

handicapped.

OUR FREE RURAL DELIVERY §
DEBATING SOCIETY

Open Letter
To the Hon. Rodolphe Lemieux,
Postmaster General
Dear Sir,—

The Hon. Geo. P. Graham in a
speech in Centre York, during the
recent by-election campaign, is re.
ported to have said: “Other parts of
the country, where the population
warrants, should have Rural Mail
Delivery as well as Centre York.” |
The York County council about that |
time also had been asked, so Toron
to papers reported, to supply maps
and other information to the Post
office authorities in view of starting
R. M. D. in that County, After this
indication of the Government’s inten
tion to make a move in the matter it
is not at all surprising that the
friends of the idea were greatly dis-
appointed at your attitude in the
discussion on the subject in Parlia-
ment, April 27. [ have the hansard
here of that date, and to me the
arguments you put up seem not to
have been well considered. You say
“the United States adopted R. M. D
when? When they had six million
people? Not at all. They did not
adopt R. M, D. with 15 million nor
20 million people, nor with 6o mil-
lion people. They never dreamed of
it in those days not even when the
population reached 70 million, but
only when their postal revenue had
increased from a few million, to 178
million, and when the population
reached the high water mark of 8o
millions.” If you had made a close
study of this question you would
have known that the U. S. Govern
men adopted and began the super-
vision of R. M. D. in 1897, and this
in face of the fact that in 1896 their
post office revenue was but 82 mil-
lion dollars, and a deficit of eight and
one half million, and not, as you
say, when the revenue was 178 mil-
lion dollars. This fact that the postal
revenue of the U. S. has increased
during ten years R. M. D. has been
in operation, from 82 millions, with a
deficit of eight and one half millions,
to 178 million dollars, with a deficit
of about 6 millions, should forever
settle this much discussed question |
of cost.

WHEN THE SYSTEM STARTED IN U,

In the year 1806 the United States |
had six million population. Their
post office revenue was then 436
thousand dollars. Their revenue from
all sources was fifteen million dollars,
Canada’s six million people had last
year a revenue of 9 million dollars,
and a surplus of at least one million
and a half dollars, a revenue from all
sources of niney-six million dollars.
In 1835 the U. S. had 15 million peo-
ple. Her postal revenue was 3
million dollars, revenue from all sour-
ces 17 millions, In 1846 the U. S,
had 20 million people, a postal reve-
nue of 4 million dollars; revenue
from all sources of 27 million. In
1890 they had a population of about
60 million but R. D. was dreamed of
then, sixteen years previous to their
postal revenue being 178 million dol-
i A U, S. farm journal before me
dated 1891, says:—‘‘Postmaster Gen-
eral, John Wanamaker, writes us that
he proposes to give R. M. D. a trial
immediately.” When the U. S. had

| service

stage and was relieving thousands
of country people of this intolerable
tramp to the post office.

bt & U. S. has a population 14
times ours with a postal revenue of
twenty times as great (you say). |
This was not the relative position |
of the population and revenue by |

any means in 1897, when R, M. D. | R.

was first adopted as 1 have already |
shown. Althouch last year the U.8, |
spent, as you say, ‘‘26 million dol-

lars on R. M. D..” If the cost there

is anything for us to go by, and you

seem to think it is, our bill for the

would have been last year,
other conditions being relatively the
same, under two million dollars, and
the postal deficit,the insignificant sum |
of half a million dollars. In your
cagerness to show up our cnmpurn(-‘
ive poverty and thereby delay R. D.

you seem to lose sight of this fact,
that our revenue of 96 million dol

lars, collected yearly at Ottawa from
all sources, is fifteen dollars per

capita, while that of the U. B. is but
ten dollars,

It does not seem to me 1o be a
wise proceeding, however, in order to
frighten Canada out of R, M. D. to
bring into controversy amcient Amer.
ican history to prove what wisdom
and caution our neighbors to the
south of us exercised in delaying the
instituting of R. D. until a recent
date. The facts as we find them to
day are the evidences that are worthy
of consideration, or of any value
In those early times in the life of
the Republic no country on earth,
as far as [ have been able to dis
cover, had R. D. nor city delivery be
fore the sixties.

WHERE IT PINCHES

You say again: “Will he (Mr. Arm-
strong), say before the representatives
of the western provinces, ‘you shall
not have Free Rural Delivery, but
we give it to Ontario and Quebec,
where the country is more thickly
settled.” " Why, my hon. friend
could not live twenty-four hours in
the Post Office Department if he
were to propound such a policy.”
So it seems it has come to pass that
western Canada, this child of ours,for
whose welfzie we in eastern Canada
have expended millions of treasure,
have
fie in short have set them up in
b s in such liberal fashion that
they have within a few short years
been able to acquire wealth and
comforts beyond all comparison, have
so far forgotten the debt of gratitude
they owe us, that they would become
so enraged at this proposition that
the Postmaster General would get in-
to the biggest sort of a racket with
them and like as not be shot down in
his track or kicked to death, or out
of office. Haunted by visions of
such a catastrophe it is likely to be
considerable of a job to convince you
that Rural Mail Delivery would be a
good thing for Canada.

A RICICULOUS VIEW

You also tell us, that “we have an
area as vast as the U, S.” Most
everybody knows this, except that in
considering R. D., Hudson Bay
should be excluded, surely, but it
will be news to a lot of people, es-
pecially to Uncle Sam, that if the
narrow strip of Canada (on an aver-
age a hundred miles wide, probably)
which is supposed by many well in-
formed persons to contain about all
of its citizens who could reasonably
claim “the luxury of R. D.” on the
grounds ‘of density of settlement
should succeed in getting Rural Deliv-
ery, the population of that vast ex-
panse between this narrow strip and
the Arctic Ocean and North Pole are
s0 numerous that in dealing with
this R. D. question their case too

a pepulation of 7o million R, M. D.
had KI‘: many years passed the dream

would have to be considered. This

fought and died on the battle |

is of course a most ridiculous view
of the situation as respects this com-
paratively uninhabitable and unin-
habited wilderness, but why in dis-
cussing R. D. do you persist in tak-
ing into account this “vast region,” |
whose climatic conditions and others |
will forever bar all necessity for|

I know a farmer who had unloaded
his hay for thirty years with a hand
pitchfork, lllhouxgn surrounded by
neighbors who were using, for that
purpose, horse fork outfits. A year or
two ago, however, he purchased this
great labor saver, and was telling me
of what a fool he had been all these
years when a few paltry dollars outlay
would have landed all this hay, he
had pitched, into the hay mow with-
ardly an effort on his part |
may not get R. M. D. now, but
“all things come to him who waits,”
and makes a racket, and then Miss |
Canada will joyously behold the spec

tacle of the Free Rural Mail Delivery
Man driving up to her mail box at
her gate, and she will say to herself

what a fool I have been to have|
tramped millions and millions of |
miles to and from the country post

office when the outlay of a few paltry
dollars would have instituted this
great convenience years ago.—Geo.
Wilcox, Springford, Ont, |

We Want Your Ideas

The Canadian Dairyman and Farm
ing World undoubtedly has the back- |
ing of its readers. It certainly is very
encouraging to us to receive the
wany letters of approval which
reach us daily.

We are endeavoring to publish a

paper which will be interesting and | the

and young, and in doing this, we
want your help. Write and tell us
how you personally like the Canad-
ian Dairyman and Farming World.
State what departments you like best
and also give us your ideas for im-
proving the paper. Let us work to-
gether.

No doubt, you have noticed in re-
cent issues that many energetic per-
sons have won pure bred stock and
settings of eggs by sending us the
required number of new subscrip-
tions. Look up our offer which ap-
pears again in this issue. After
reading it ask yourself if you can-
not be as energetic as others have
been and win one or more of the
premiums offered. Note what some
of our subscribers tell us:

Mr. Joseph Wright, Grenville Co,,
says: “I am better pleased with the
paper since the change.”

Mr. Thos. Condy, Ontario County,
says: “I think the Canadian Dairy-
man and Farming World is a very
valuable farm paper.”

Mr. Thos. Robertson, Victoria Co.
says: “Judging from the way the
Canadian Dairyman and Farming
World is improving it will undoubt-

edly be the best farm paper in
Canada.”

Captain George E. Morrill, Yar.
mouth County, N. 8., says: “We

consider your paper well worth the
price and think the money well in-
vested."

Why not write to us this week and
let us benefit by vour idea; of what

‘ a farm and home paper should be?

“The whole problem of road making
is the question of drainage, by which
we secure a firm foundation to carry
load.”—Commissioner w.

helpful to all our subscribers—old | Campbell, Toronto.
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hard-to-clean, unsanitary Cream Separa-
tors, the shock to the butter fat is re-
turned to you in second class butter.
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