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[ ondon & Scottish Insurance Company takes over
the Ommnium. These absorptions of  companies
which have proved failures are not always success-
ful, as witness the Scottish  Emplovers, the Na
nonal Provincial and the Pilot, when they were
respectively taken over by other companies, but
there 1s evidence that the Ommum  has not been |
long enough 1n existence to have sunk deeper than
what is already admitted, and 1ts excellent con
nections should prove of valuable assistince to
company financially stronger
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The Position of “Underwriters’ Agencies”"—Home
Insurance Company's Suggestions, and Circnm-
stances of other Companies—Life Companies’
Movement to Improve Sanitary Conditions—Per-
sonal and Company Notes.

One of the hvest topics under discussion i fire
msurance circles m this aity and country for the
last month or two has been that of “underwriter
agencies,” the matter having  been aroused by
proposition by the Home Insurance Company to
its agents to adopt this plan of dualizing 1ts agency
force 1f 1t was thought proper.  In the opmion ol
vour correspondent, the president of the Home in
surance Company was really seekig how he nnght
best meet the competition of the Hartford Fire and
the National Fie which have for some time mam
tamed separate “underwriting agencies,” that s,
agencies which would represent the Company iteelt
and double 1ts writing capacity.  As s well known,
there are a number of such combinations i th
country, some of them bemmg composed of two or
more companies, but the important pomt was the
multiplication of a company's own copacity by
establishing itself in the field as o separate com
pany, which, under the law, 1t is proved that it ha
a right to do.  The president of the Home 1ssne
a tentative letter to the agents of that great Com
pany <'mlt‘.l\nr|ng to get thewr opmion as to the
advisability of such a course.  The answer was
in most cases negative, and at as hardly hkely that
the Home will undertake such action, but tho
companies or combmations  of companies whicii
already have such agencies appear inclined to jus-
tify their existence, and to keep them on the same
as at present.  Many of these agencies are not i
portant, but several of them are, and there 15, of
course, a possibility of getting around the hostihity
to dual agencies by establishing so-called “under
writers' agencies” on the part of varions of the g
companies.  The foreign companies do not need
this, for most of them have running mates incor
porated in America, or else control other com
panies, and hence have ample facihities for all the
hiabihity which they care to assume.  The question
1s a large one, and worthy of thought on the part
of every mtelhgent underwriter

LLIFE COMPANIES AND SANITATION

Outside of the mdividual efforts for improved
hygienic conditions such as have been started, for
example, by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-
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