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In Sunday Schools reported during the 
Quadrennium Is not greater than the Con
ference reports show It to have been.

S. S. Secretaries. The further develop
ment of this poll 
district Institutei 
revised constitution which by order of 
the Board Is being submitted to General 
Conference.

It must not be hastily concluded from 
the statistics quoted above that the Ep- 
worth League Is losing its hold on the 
youth of Methodism as a most valuable 
recruftlng ground for Christians and 
church workers. The figures show that 
while the number of League-» has de
creased and the total membership has 
fallen off, the number of 
has actually grown from 33,784 In 1910 
to 38,210 in 1914. 
has been in the associate members class, 
which in 1910 numbered 20,753, while 
1914 shows but 13,786. The converted 
young people of the Church are not los
ing their Interest In the Epworth League, 
but the Epworth League seems to he los 
Ing its hold on the unconverted youth 
of our congregations. Perhaps in this 
its showing is, if not as satisfactory a« 
we might wish, at least no worse than 
that of the whole Church generally.

In the judgment of your Secretary 
three things are essential for our Young 
People's work. (1) All societies what
ever they may be called, must be main 
tained throughout on the basis of per
sonal commitment of the individual to 
God; (2) they must make suitable pro
vision for building up the membership 
in definite personal experience, and (3) 
in training them for Christian work 
The Active Members’ Pledge, Personal 
Testimony, and systematic Committee 
work are in our judgment absolutely 

ary for success, and whether the 
iety be male, female, mixed or junior 

in its membership, lacking these provi
sions it cannot be the source of 
ent strength to the Church that i 
be and is Intended to be. Societies that 
are formed merel 
athletic, or any : 
purposes only, can never do the work

of District and sub
contemplated in the

INTERDENOMINATIONAL 8. 8. COUNCIL.

the Quadrennium this import- 
organization among the official Sun 

day School leaders of the Evangelical 
Churches of Canada and the United States 
has come into bei 
has been to assist 
ence the different denominations in the 
Sunday School work committed to them. 
Largely through its Influence the denom
inations have been brought closer to
gether and the ideals and standards of 
the Sunday School have been consider 

vated and developed. Doubtless

RELATION TO OTHER BODIES.
r there has been ayear to yea

g-owl-g fe'lows'ilp in service among the 
various denominations and associations 
especially concerned for work among the 
y ung The relations of our Board with 
similar boards and committees of sister 
churches Is most cordial. Yo”r secre
taries have received help and a ••istance 
from the Y.M.C.A., and towards the varl- 

vinclal S. S. Associations noth! 
kindliest feelings 

this is cause for congratulât 
more than ever the 
carrying on Its own work rests primarily 
upon the church or denomination, a closer 
bond of fellowship and more intimate ties

e membersng. Its chief purpose 
by counsel and confer- The loss of members

ng
Xll

ably ele
the most Important change in the Sunday 
School work of tills continent during the 
present generation has been effected by 
agreement of the Interdenominational S. 
S. Council and the International S. 
S. Association, in the composition of an 

International S. S. Lesson 
agreed that In 

stead of as in the past, the lessons being 
prepared by a Committee of the Associa
tion, they shall be outlined by a com 
mlttee representing the Association, the 
Council, and the different denominations 
co-operating. the International S. P. 
Lesson Committee is, therefore, composed 
at present of eight members repre- 

Ing the International S. S. Associa 
presenting the In 
. Council, and

representing each denomination 
Lesson committee. The rep re
appointed by our Board at Its 

eotlng. on tills newly formed In
ternational S. S. Lesson Committee, Is 
Rev. S. D Chown, D.D. The Lesson Com 

Board as at

for while 
responsibility for

of co-operative service art reqi 
among all the bodies at work in 
country, for the highest measure of suc- 

Wherever possible the policy of the
1th othrr< in

est, while 
k through 

purpose

entirely new 
Committee. It has been

Board has been to unite w
all matters of common Inter 
• teadll

bj the General Conference. As 
dists we were never more loyal to the 
Church, as Christian workers we were 
never more cordial in all our relations 
to others laboring In the Field.

suing its own wor 
cry created for thisaehine

tion, eight members re 
terdenominatlonal S. S 
member 
having

recent m

access

youx« people's societies. 
Statistical.—The comparative standing 
number of societies and total member 

ship In 1910 and 1914 may be seen from 
the following summary taken from the 

ort of the General Conference Stalls
for literar 

m of ente nment
iy
foresent con

ing mem- 
artlett. A. 

ws, F. L. Farewell, G. S. Clen- 
. Dr. W. A. Cooke. Prof. McLaugh-

mlttee of our
stituted comprises the foil

Dr. Chown. S. T. Bbers: Revs.
C. Cre
di nnen
lln, and Messrs. Dr. F. Woodbury and T 
F. Harrison.

Societies. 
1910 1914
1,347

li »I> 
1914

Epworth Leagues . . . 
Young Men's Clubs . 
Other Y. P. Societies 
Junior Societies . ..

136 (d) 54,537 60,028 
60 (I) 3,473 6,436 

186 (1)
83 (1)

4,50
2.9«3
6,592
4,254

1,211
1438 :

3,572 10,164
15,226 19,480

101 287
436353SUNDAY SCHOOL PERIODICALS.

Mirations, under 
Dr. Crews, have 

great gains in circulation during 
adrenntum. From a total output

The Sunday School pu 
the capable editorship of 
made r' ■ 
the qua
In 1910 of 363,000, they have Increased 
to 452.792 in 1914. The Board exnressed 
Itself as delighted with this showing, and 
by resolution 
fldence in the 
congratulated Dr. Crews on his work dur
ing the past four years. The following 

ial was also sent forward to Gen-

(•) Net Increase. 1,884 2,077 193 (i) 76,808 .86,108 9,300 (•)
It will be noticed that there has been a 
decrease in Epworth Leagues and in Ep
worth Lea 
there has
Young People's Societies. The increase 
In Other Young Peop 
sectional, but distrlb

purposed by the 
thorough 
needs of the E

Epworth League. A 
consideration of the present 

orth League with a view 
etficlen

total membershi ‘itspo through the 
at this time

to Increasing 
whole Church is called

as never before since the inc

an increase In
for

gave expression to Its con- 
editorial management, and

le's Societies is not 
uted In about pro 

rtionate numbers through all the Con* 
Whether this Increase means 

a transference of the young people from 
the Epworth League "to societies of other 
form of constitution and work because 

Epworth League is deemed unsuitable 
to their needs, the Committee of General 
Conference should seek to determine. 
Whether these other Young People's So
cieties are a compromise with the 
worth League and lacking the vital 
ment of the Active Members' Pledge and 
organized committee work should be in 
vestigated. And whether the 
League constitution may be simp 
made more elastic, and therefore adapt
able to all the various communities of 
Methodism, should receive the careful 
attention of the Conference.

perhaps 
tion of
work. That th 
give it this consideration is the earnest 
expectation and hope of the General 
Board and its Secretaries.

Zorganized Young People's 
he General Conference will

fer
memor
eral Confereme In reference to the mat
ter of financial support to the Board from

S. S. Publications: 
nasmueh as the Increased circula

tin' pro 
" That 1
tion of S S pe-lodlcals is du*- largely to 
the promoting agencies of the General 

d of Sunday Schools and Yo"

oflts of FINANCIAL.

The following table has been compiled 
from the reports of the General Confer- 

Statistlclan, and while 
wholly correct when comp 
made with the reports of 
treasurers of Connexlonal Funds, shows 
that the young people are not withdraw
ing their financial support from the var
ious schemes of the Church. There have 
been raised during the quadrennium for 
the several funds, as follows: —

haps not 
ions are

the variouspie's Societie 
oriaPze the General Conference to make 
provision in the RisoipMnn whereby 
twenty-five per cent, of the profits of the 
Sunday School periodicals (or such per
cental'" of profl's as It m«y dee i fair).

v thn Rook CommHtce to the

M* Ep-
ele-General Ro->

Ep’
lifle

be paid h
General Hoard of Sundav schools end 
Young People’s Societies for the promo
tion of its work.” rease or Decree*, 

■r Previous Qua'IFIELD WORK.
reimium.

Attention is called to the splendid ser 
ny of our Districts 
Secretaries working 

ration with the 
g of S. S. Incl

ine. DecQuad.
$48,701 $183,177 $49,911

2,233 8,937
11,774 37,396 8,514
45,239 184.469

3,441 10,621 7,268
19,756 22,234 23.691 86,653 5,865

19141911 1912vices rendered 
by the District S. S. 
In harmo

Local Purposes .......... $43,924 $43,592
General y.p.s................. 2.147 2,876
General Missionary ... 6,71..
Forward Movement ... 49,209 
Other Con. Funds .... 2,270 
All other purposes .... 20,973

$141
nv and in eo-ope 
taff The holdlm 3 9,148

44,890general s
tutes In influential centres has gre 
stimulated the S. S work throughout 
whole Church, and much of the success 
attained is the direct result of the exce' 
lent assistance rendered by the District

2.401

$125,236 $122,161 $128,777 $135.079 $511,253 $71,417 Net Inc.
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