
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN.

A PRAYER.
7THE HOUR OF PAIN.

If is a man’s instinct t«- strive for happi 
ness, lint the greater a human soul l e 
dimes, the more inevitably it puts this 
instinct aside, and strives toward ends 
which may bring, instead, suffering and 

martyrdom. From seeking joy to 
ng in tribulation what transfor 

matinn of character and purpose lies in 
this change of goal ! Thinkers who look 
on thiij transforming ideal find in 
panson something patently 
lish in the instinct that craves per 
sonal joy and avoids personal pain; and 
the desire for happiness, accordingly, 
has long ceased to be ranked among the 
high human motives.

COMMUNION WITH CHIRST. 

Some Bible Hints.Ü Lord of grace and glory, 
we pray that Thy grace may l> 
sufficient indeed to help in 
of need, and may Thy glory I 
vealed to us in I he moving of 
of this world steadily toward 
ti«»n of Thy presence, Thy pot 
righteous claim. Hasten th

hear us as 
ie for us all 
every hour 
lie more re- 

thu things
•gni 
Thy

e day when 
strive more earnestly to be

If weave In luck of comfort, de 
know tin* Comforter. The 
Hglon Is Joy (y. 16).

It Is folly

test of te-

rejoicii
wer and

to dream of knowing 
m ist till we are ready to be know of 

Him. He will give Himself 
we give ourselves to Him. (v. 20).

Christ does not say, “Obey me, love 
me." hut. "If you love me, you will obey 
me" tv. 21).

If « have Ilaubta, li Is bevauac we 
liave nut ihe Spirit the two .unn.it 
live together (v. 26).

to us whenmen may
right than to lie rich ; more earnestly to 
lie good than to be great; more earnestly 
to lie fair than famous; more.earned 
ly to lie sincere than to lie successful. 
Drive the influences that corrupt and de 
base to tlie dens of darkness, and destroy 
them, u our God. And may Thy gra-' 
iuu.s name be glorified. Amen.

poor ami sel

It is man's instinct, also, to shrink 
from pain, lint until man knows the 
final meaning of life—which so far re 
mains mysterious to the wisest—he 
not. know the final meaning of pain. 
And in proportion as we recognize suffer 
ing as a 
ing factor 
lessons if

Suggestive Thoughts.
Communion w ith Christ 

with ilis work, His people, 
person.

A SOLEMN THOUGHT. means union 
and HisTiie one “sweetly solemn thought" 

that came to Phoebe Cary, and of which 
she sung so sweetly in her Utile poem 
“Nearer Home" was this:

"I am nearer home to-day 
Thau I have ever lieen liefore."

She was

There can be n" acquaintance with 
t brist, any more than with a human 
friend, without the spending of time 
with Christ.

Tlie more regular We 
"•union with Christ, the 
times Um WUh Hlm U|HU ul irregular

great, mysterious, 
of life, which ho

ever attend 
Ills mighty 

we can but learn them, in 
that proportion pain liecomes educati m, 
and not mere blind anguish. The crisis. arc in our

move we shallthe agony, ehange 
wall against wliic 
vain, to a path which, difficult though 
it lie for our bleeding and exhausted 
feet, climbs toward the light.

In the gathering shadows of Ilis cross, 
Christ voiced problem and answer for us 
in that deep saying: "Now is My soul 
troubled : and what shall 
save Me from this hour, 
came I unto this hour." For some cause 
every child of God comes to the hour of 
crisis and anguish, 

ng of Ilis i
We do no; always know the mean 

ays been 
is words 

: “Father,

the purposes of God that we shall meet

nearer her Father's house, 
nearer the great white throne ami tlie 
crystal sea ; nearer the hound of life 
where she would lav down her burdens, 
nearer the crown;

s from a hideous blank 
h we heat and rave in

The noble phrase, 
presence of Coil." Implies 
that pvifeet communion 
utter much communion.

"Practise tlm 
the truth 

comes only“But lying darkly between,
Winding down through the night,

Is the silent, unknown stream.
That leads at last to the light." 

Realize it or not, it is true of us all 
that each day brings ns one day nearer 
the end of life and nearer the wonder 
fill realities of the life to come. At 
each week's end we draw onr pay and 
go to our homes with the reward of 
labor i„ our hands. We are ;,i u 
week nearer the crystal sea, the great 
white throne.

A Few Illustrations.

God Is here and it is our fault if wo 
do not perceive Him just 
gen rays have always been in 
enco though men did nut

T he problem of wireless 
was solved when that marvellously 
delicate receiver was invented ;
God's heart Is instantly responsive to 
tlie least impulse from earth.

Men spoil a conversation when they 
Insist on monologues, 
communion with God unless we will 
listen as well as speak.

Conversation between two friends is 
based on sympathy and In its 
Increases sympathy. It Is 
communion with God.

To Think About.

Ho I spend enough time In prayer?
Do i allow worthy thoughts to viti­

ate my prayers?
fs Christ’s presence real to me when 

I pray?

say f Father, 
But for this

as tile ItollL-

Christ knew the 
cross ; and He was sinmean i telegraphy

ing of ours : and we have not alw 
obedient or innocent. Yet II 

ay. Shall we cry 
this hour," whe

show us the wa 
save us from

"Closer and closer my steps 
Come to the dread abysm,

Closer death to 
Presses the aw

So swiftly pass the years that we fail to 
realize that the scenery of life is chang 
ing, that our hair is turning gray, that 
the Is.ys and girls of a few years ago 
are now the fathers and the mothers, that 
the lads who used to coast in the lulls 
are now preaching the word of God, 
or I fearing the sacred emblems to his 
covenanting people.

"Oh, if my mortal feet 
Have almost gained the bunk—

If I lie nearer home 
Even today than I think!

"Father, perfect my trust;
Let my spirit feel in death,

That her feet are firmly set 
On the rock of a living faith."

There Is noit?
To be saved, at all costs, from the over 

shadowing hour of anguish- who would 
ask that who fully trusts the Father of 
all spirits, and who 
God does
the children of men Y

my lips 
> ful chrism."

so withdeeply believes that 
not willingly afflict or grieve 

Rallier should the 
soul humbly Imt unfalteringly entering 
its gate of trial, say, "For some cause 
ordained of God, came 
To escape the 
to lose more

unto this hour." 
agony we dread might be 
than we understand, and 

to substitute weakness and willfulness 
for the strength to carry out God's will, 
through darkness and 
pain, to the divinely apisiiuted end. 
The natural shrinking from suffering is 
not cowardly ; but cowardice clutches is 
when we refuse to accept and face our 
pain, and to search out its secret of 
purification, of atonement, of sacrifice, 
of growth or of power. To feel that sor 
row is meaningless, ami to think we 
can escape it to advantage is to make 
God’s government of the world meaning 
less, since pain holds so large a place 
in it. Not to seek to lie saved from the 
hour of anguish, hut to find its hidden 
lesson for our souls and to work it out 
in our pain and weakness, with a loyal 
determination not to lose an iota of its 
meaning—there lies the perfect way that 
leads to the heights. And in the 
blessed are those that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. God is love. Pain 
has love behind it, shining through the 
darkest veil ; and when, the 
ed, that veil is lifted, 
that we were counted 
—Priscilla Leonard in

loneliness and A Cluster of Quotations.

Muster, speak! and make 
When Thy voice Is truly heard,

With obedience glad and steady 
Still to follow every word,

—Frances Ridley Havergal.
O Jesus Ghrlst, grow Thou in me, 

And all Mngs else recede.
—J. C. Luvater.

When prayi delights the least, then 
learn to lay,

Soul, now Is greatest need that thou 
sh'iuld’st pray.—Trench.

Silent to Jesus? Think! Have you 
nothing to ask Him for? Nothing to 
praise Him for? Nothing to confess? 
—Anna Shipton.

me reu.. .

LO! IT IS NIGH THEE.
1 he »ur,,nse of life always comes hi 

hading how we have missed the things 
that Have lam nearest to us; how we 
have gone far away to seek that which 
was ciuse by our side all the 
Men who live best 
apt to come, 
living, to the

and longest 
»f aas the result

conviction that life is i ot 
only richer but simpler than it seemed to 
them at first. Men go to vast lalnir seek 
ing after peace and happiness. It seems 
to them as if it were far away from them, 
as if they must go through vast and 
strange regions to get it. They must pile 
up wealth, they must see every jsissible 
danger of mishap guarded against, bo 
fore they can have peace. Upon how 

ny old men has it come with a strange 
surprise that peace could come to rich 
or poor only with contentment, and Hut 
they might as well have been content at 
the very beginning as at the very end of 
life! They have made a long journey for 
their treasure, and when at last they 
stoop to pick it up, lo! it is shining 
close beside the footprint which they 
left when they set out to travel in a cir­
cle.—Phillips Brooks.

all their

DAILY READINGS
M . Oct. 20. 

Gen.
T.« iN*t.

18:17-W. :t:t. 
W.. Oct. Ml. 

Kx. MM:!t 2M.
Nov. 1 

. Nov. 2.
1 John 1

A.. Nov.

Ivirly communion with God. 
Ahnihnm's communion. Gen.

lesson learn
we shall rejoice 

worthy to suffer. 
The Interior. Musi's centraiime* with G >d.

David nml God. IV. V4:»2M. 
(’oinniunlon Uiruinrh Vhirtot.

eternity. Rev. .1:121.
Blessed new of 

John 14: lo­

ll is Inttxl for one who is borne in the 
lap of luxury to become meek aiul lowly 
in spirit. The riches which make men 
humble are not the gifts of guild, frank­
incense and myrrh which are laid at tlm 
feet of Jesus. Imt "the gold tried in the 
fire.” Hie inner treasury of tlie soul must 
hold the Pearl of great price.

To sell one's birthright for a mew of 
I «ullage is bad; to sell one’s soul for a 
glass of beer ia

n 1:1-7. 
v. :t. For

4. Topic The 
ci'iiimmiion with t'hrlyt.
2tt. (l'on sevra I Ion nuMdlng).

To despise the grace of God is to forfeit 
his merry. "None of those men which 
were hidden shall taste of my sup|ier." 
It is a solemn tiling to turn away from the
grace of the Son of God.

j


