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THE FIRS1T FAMILY: THE CHIL-
DREN.
By Alderman Armstrong
“Children are a heritage of the Lord,
What a sad heritage, full of trouble and
grief, the tirst born of the newly creat

ed would prove to be, No doubt mystery
coupled with joy and gladness, the
experience of the parents upon the advent
of the first tiny, puny, helpless babe, born

wils

in their own Itmage and bkeness, and
we can only think that the tenderest and
most glowing feelings would be called

forth and even gratitude to the offended

God whose  children  they  themselves
were: for, in Cain, there would spring
up the prospect of the promise of restora

tion bheing fulfilled, readily aeck
nowledged the source from which the first
ehild came for she sa'd upon his birth:
a man from the lLord.
< a heritage of the Lord, he,
that he, Cain, re
ge from his father -« her

showed

ceived a herit
tage of sin.
Moses s very
events in the hstory of
A matter of twenty nine words 1%
sufficient to record the birth of the two

brief in narrating these
important our

first children —Cain and  Abel, and  ft-
teen words are veed to inform us of the

ocenpation  of both as they grew in

stature and in strength,  “Abel was a
Keeper of Sheen, but Cain was a tiller
of the ground The first family was a
family o Work from the un
ning vocondition of  bife The
edic o fall; If any man will
not work Wl he Adion
and Cain were Agricolturali 1 was
a Rtock farmer, Work is the i law

Work and wors are the ground
Timman s ¢
r the present and the future

of hfe.
work of
Dlessedness
life Worsh
In process of
s “made an
i« no
«till by
be assured that the offended God was re
ognized in the f v, as Kve ackne
God on the birth of her
and the fact that the ehildren
ged God by  hringing  an "ol
shows that e noand w !

hanpine

=0 had an early ongm.
are tol], the twe

ne, we

offaring  unto  the
record that Adam
nference we must

first horn,
v knowled

. W
haracteristic in the first hon old: that

there was a family altar. The nature of
the offerings, each hronght was of that
which was the praduet of his  labor

thong! epted the one and reject-
ed the God was not offended by

the offering of Cain: it was right in
motive: wrong in its aature which defect
conld havie heen rghtpl  when  the

sacrifice was better
shedding of blood
was @
t of the

nature of acceptalle

“Withont

understood
Chin's sacrifice

Abel br

is no remission,

sacrifice,

of his flock. He had grasped
the rieht idea! Had put hmself in ty
pieal and prophetie line with the great

prospective saerifice— Jesus the Lamh ot
God taketh the Rin of the
world, To obhey is better than sacrifice
md to harken than the fat of rams.
Cain bad had follow the in
t inherent in man to worshp and
aaerifice, but he wonld not harken!  God
wanted to talk, to veason with him: Why
art thon wroth? and why is thy coun
changed?  Cain's moral
tion was in no state for commuuication
with God Tatred and wrath were in
Lis heart, «till he eonld talk  with his
brother, conld speak words in anger which
led to the first recorded crime, the Cap-
ital evime of murder! bringing himselt
within the reach of the law: he that shed.
deth man's blood by man shall his hleed
be shed: and thong in escaped this

who away

stinet

fenance condi

punishment he became a fugitive and a
vagabond in the earth, and lived in per

petnal fear: That it shall come to pass
that everyone that findeth me shall slay
No wonder Cain said unto the Lord

me,
“My pimishment is greater than 1 can
bear,” Many since then have followed

in the footsteps of Cain, who have horne
his * k™ bat have not had his protec
tion. for: “The Lord set a mark upon
Cain lest any find ng him should kil
'li'!l."

What an unhappy  family  the first
human family must have been—Father

and mother transgressors of God's Com-
The eldest son a fratrieidal

itive and vag

imd the second son

blood erieth from th

parents' reflections n

mandments,

murderer and a f

the earth:

of whese
The

dience must have heen extremely bit
with

«till the hitter was mixed
sweetness for God in His goods
Eve n sobstitute son and she ealle
name Seth: for God, she said, hath ap
pointed me another seed instead of Abel,
whom Cain slew,
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THE ENGLISH EDUCATION BILL.

Over the Enelish Eduneation Bill it is
now a fair stand up fight hetween the
Chareh of F Wl and the Nonconform
2. Roman Catholi to he ag
vieved. and the Pope, it is said, is con
what final attitude that c¢hureh

it the Hill grants moch to
viste, and Mr. Bireell in iz
it out of his wav to flatter and
The labor party go for
nation as a whole pre

siderini
will assume
the It

speech we

comiliment them
m. but the
me relig
in all the schools

s teaching be given
Therefore, the tngof
Angliean clergy n
The Bishors are al-
the Nonconform-
as to the
too great
copal “priest.”

veon the
the Nonconformists
nanimona i
unanimous for,
lis clause, which
tunity to the B
i Noneonformists, says the Bel
elementary
Wing every dav on the funda
of Christianity, and
v whole and common sense

mest vinst,

except

rives

econtend for an

we helieve

the nation ns

are with them on that point. Tt is the
vest duel sinee Cromwell’s time, and
e world will watch the struggle with

intense interest

The ovening article in the April Studio
(11 Teicester Square,  London,  W.C.,
Fungland) is a most helpfal one on *Mod

ern Plower Painting and its Charaeter,”
with eveeedingly  attractive illustrations
both eolored and otherwise, The fol-
lowing article too, on “The Art of Atex

LS by TTaldane MacFall, is
¢ h ing. Roche is one of

the most 1 artiste  the city  of
Glaseow has produced. The idea given
of his w by this article and the sev
eral illnstrations that of breadth and

ire to he at home with
“In hse

fecling. He ap

a great var of suhieets,

rave eift of colonr one fairy
wave him vich dower: another
A rare sense of composition:

Iready rich
ention of
chavacter: these gifts he has nsed to mas-
terly purpose, whether he paint the bloom
of Leauty that lies in vounz swomanhood’s
fair cheel, or with vigorous hrash raises
hefore onr eves the swing and heave of
the waters: whether he eateh the flving
lishts that plav on land and sea, or set
the very winds upon his canvas” The
third and conelnding notice of The Arts
and Crafts’ Pxhibition at the Grafton
Gallery appears in this number, and we
have also an article on “Russian Peasant
Industries” whch is suggestive,

1! as thongh he were not

enanah, eranted him a keen

THE VALUE OF PREACHING,

We are frequently told that the influ
e of the pulpit is waning, and that
forces are rapidly taking its place.
2 that a really good preacher never
to s a large congregation, it is
ult to believe that these lamentations
are justifie In the April number of the
“Optimist,” a quarterly  review, which
deals with questions of the day ina Ch
tian spirit, Mr. W G. Edwards Rees
makes some very sensible remarks on the
subject.  1le beg'ns by pointing out that,
whatever  the quality of present-day
preaching, there can be no doubt that good
preaching is mow, as ever, the highest
and most ry of human tasks, At
he admits that there are
forees in world today which make
against the influence of preachineg, 'there
is the cager pursnit of pleasure due to the

1

the same

reaction from  the  monotonons toil to
which =0 many people  today ave con-
demned, A thivd deadening influence i

the aloofness of the working classes, mil
lions of whom stand apart from the de
We this aloofness to
several causes, chief among” which must he
counted the working of a voluntary
tem that, drawing the main support of a
preaching ministry from the
s the most effective preachers

nominations, owe

BVS-

prosperons

clisses, ser
to the places where they are least wanted
Bat. no doubt, the main objection to mo
dern preaching in Mr. Rees' words,
“the inferiority of o mneh of it.”  The
fournalist, the Tahonr leader, the politieal
speaker have all improved: hat the preach
where he did vears
maing that the age nr
“While the power
write: Ay
lined, the

er stands mueh
b the faet r
Iy needs the preacher,
ind worth of the pulpit,”
Rees, “have thus velatively de
importance of the pulpit's message and of
the adequate telling of it were never so
evident. The very changes which are
to aceonnt for the reluc
world to hear the
worone demand for a hig
for hetter o
md move de

tance of the me
preacher constitnte a
er standard
1« preachers,
te training of
tiom.  The in-
Tisntion of life is in itself
the more foreeful and
ntment of spiritual veri

mad quest of pleasure is
ument for a more watehful
ind intelligent  criticiem of life, in the
lieht of the nel, and for a more moving
anreal to the truth as it in Him whoe
the Trath pronhetie
in Fnoland m than at
the third omirter of the
p What is needed

rreachin
for a ful
the

preacher for his fu

erensing mater

vostrong 1k

attractive nre

T

and values

in itself an ar

said, ‘T am

since

that the churelies shon'd devolw thein
ittention  to  the  vroduction  of true
prenchors. and that the prencher should

Took upon this as his life work, and annly
himseelf to it M1 his heart and sonl
Those ministers of the Cospel who under
rate the imvortance  of  nreachiing ave
making a denlarable mistake,  Pavochial
social work are necessary and impor-
tant ta the Tast des hut the life and
and sonl of a church nend upon
milpit and the man who ocennies it,
and {he message he delivers. “The Chris-
tian Globe.”
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With a load of #10 pounds camels are
eamalle of travelling twelve or fonrteen
davs without water, goine forty miles a
«lav.  They are fit to work at five vears
old. hut their streneth hering to decline
althoneh they namllye live
The Tartars have herds of
inimale. 1000 imes helonging
familv The Timbnetoa or Me-
i hre i markable for evend  and
weed only . moing R0 miles in
cieht with cimply a meal of dates
or erain at nightfall,

at twenty-five
to forty
these




