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THE VALUE OF PREACHING.petual fear: That it *liall come to |»a** 
that everyone that flndeth me ►hall *';'V 
me. No wonder Cain said unto the Lord 
“My puni*linient ia greater than 1 can 
heir." Many since then have followed 
in the footsteps of Cain, who have lmrtie 
hi* “mark'* but have not had hi* protec
tion. for: “The Lord ret a mark 
C’a in lc*t anv find rig him should 
him."

THE FlRSI FAMILY: THE CHIL- 
DREN.

We are frequently 
vr.ee of the |»nl|*it i* waning, ami that 
other force* are rapidly taking it* plan*. 
Seeing that a really good preacher never 
fad* to sc to a large congregation, it i* 
dill'w-iilt to believe that these lamentation* 
are ju*tified. In the April number of the 
“Optimist," a quarterly review, which 
ih'il* with question* of the day in a Chris- 
tiau spirit, Mr. W. (1. Edward* lteee 
make* some very sensible remarks on the 
suhjeet. lie begu* by pointing out that, 
whatever the quality of present-day 
preaching, there can lie no doubt that good 
preaching i* now, a* ever, the highest 
and most necessary of human tank*. At 

he admit* that there are

told that the influ-
By Alderman Armstrong.

•‘Children are a heritage of the Lord, 
sad heritage, full of trouble andWhat »

grief, the tint born of the newly creat
ed would prove to be. No doubt mystery 
coupled with joy and gladness, wa* the 
experience of the parent* upon the advent 
of the lust tiny, puny, Itelplch* babe, bom 
in their own Unai 
wc ean only think t 
most glowing feeling* would be culled 
forth and even gratitude to the olfended 
Clod whose children they themsolve*

i.p the prospect of the pn 
tion being fulfilled. Eve

kill

family the first 
have been—Father

What an unhappy 
human family must 
and mother transgressor* of <lod‘* Com
mandment*. The eldest non a fratricidal 
murderer anil a fugitive and vagabond 
the earth: and the eeeond son “the voice 
of whose blond erietli from the ground.** 
—The parent*’ reflections upon their dis
obedience mint have been extremely hit
ler: ‘■'ill the btier 
sweetness for God in Hi* gnodne** gave 
Eve a substitute son and she called hi* 
name Fetlv for Hod. she said, hath 
point* if me another seed instead of A 
whom Cain slew.

nml likeness, and 
the tenderest and

ge
that

for, in Cain, there would spring 
inline of restera- the same time, 

force* in the world today which make 
again*! the influence of preaching, 'i here 
i* the eager pursuit of pleasure due to the 
reietion from the monotonous toil to 
which so many people today are con
demned. A third deadening influence is 
the aloofness of the working classes, mil
lion* of whom stand npnrt from the de
nomination*. We owe tins aloofness to 
several causes, chief among 
eonnte<l the working of a 
tern that, drawing the main support of a

■ readily
novlodged tlic source from which the .first 
child ruine for she sad upon hi* birth: 
"l have gotten a man from the I**i'd.

a heritage of the Lord, he.

mixed with

If Cain
in after life, showed that he, Cain, re
ceived a heritage from hi* father a hcri-

I vl.

tage of sin.
Muse* i* very brief in narrating these 

important events in the h atory of our 
A matter of twenty nine words is

London, Out.
which must lie 
voluntary sys-THE ENGLISH EDUCATION BILL.Mifficicnt to record the birth of the two 

first children-Cain and Abel, and tit- 
teen word* are u*cd to inform us of the 
occupation of both a* they grew in 
stature and in strength. "Abel 
Keeper of Sheen 
of the ground." 
family of fa

Over the English Education Bill it is 
now a fair stand up fight between the 
Church of England and the Nonconform
ists. Roman Catholic* profess to lie ag
grieved. and the Rope, it is said, i* con
sidering what final attitude that church 

grants much to 
Birrell in hi*

1 reaching ministry from the prosperous 
(disse*, send* the most effective preacher*
to the place* where tliev are least wanted. 
But. no doubt, the main objection to mo-

"the
journalist,
speaker have all improved: hut the preach
er *t md* much where he did Wears ago. 
But the fact remain* that the age

nicher. “While the power 
writes Mr.

, but Cain was a tiller 
The first family 

Work from the 1* g n 
■ling hn* been a condition of life ihe 
edict,
not work neither shall lie cut. 
and Cain were Agriculturalist*, Aid was 
a Stock farmer. Work is the great laxv 
of life. Work and worship are the ground 
work of human happiness, the secret of 
blessedness for the

preaching i* in Mr. R ce*' word*, 
inferiority of so much of it." The 

the labourwill ns«mne. lint the bill 
the lîonnn'st

leader, the political
. and Mr. 

speech went out of hi* wav to flatter and 
conudiment them. The labor party go for 
secularism, lint the nation ns a whole pre
fer that some religion* teaching In- given 
in all the schools. Therefore, the tug-of- 
war i* l ei va en the Anglican clergy and 
the Nonconformists. The Bishop* are ai
me*!. unanimous agiinst. the Nonconform- 
i-t* an* unanimous for, except a* to the 
four fifths clause, which gives too great 
an opportunity to the Episcopal “priest." 
Evangeltcan Nonconformists, says the Bel- 
fart Witness, contend for an elementary 
religion* teaching every dav on the funda
mental* of Christianity, and we believe 
the nation a* a whole and common sense 
are with them on that point. It is the 
even test duel since Cromwell's time, and 
the world will watch the struggle with 
intense interest.

old a* the fall: If any man will
urgent

ly needs the 
and worth 
Bee*, “have thu

pn
of the pulpit," 

i* relatively declined, the 
importance of the pulpit's message and of 
the adequate telling of it were never so 
evident. The very changes whieli are held 
to account for the reluctanceçf the modem 
world to hear the preacher constitute a 
elamoron* demand for 
of preaching, for better men a* 
fur a fuller and more definite t 
Hie preacher for his function, 
creasing materia1i*nlinn of life i* in itself 
a stroiig plea for the more forceful and 
attractive presentment of spiritual verities 
and values. The mad que*t of pleasure i* 
in it-elf an argument for a more watchful 
and intelligent criticism of life, in the 
lieht of the fSosmel. and for a more moving 
anieal to the truth as it i« in Him who 
said. ‘Ï am the Truth.' Tim pmnbetie 
voice i* needed in England more tl

I*S lit and the future! i«id an early origin, 
we are told, the two 

offering unto the 
Lord." There i* no record that Adam 
ever did so- -till by inference we must 
lie assured that the offended God was re- 
ciimired in the family, as Eve acknowled
ged Cod on the birth of her first b<*in. 
and the fact that the children suknowled- 
ped Cod by bringing an “offering"— 
shows that reVgion and worship w 

household;
family altar. The nature of 

gs. each brought was of that 
the product of his labor 

cepted the one and reject- 
find was not offended hy

Wor*liip alsi 
ices* of time.

life.

brother* "made
n higher standard 

preachers, 
raining of 

The in-

t hatcharacteristic in the first
there was a 
the offering 
which was 
though Cod no 
i'd the other, 
the offering of Cain; it was right in 
motive; wrong in its nature which defect 

the

The opening article in the April Studio 
Ml Ï cicpster Square. Txmdon.
England) >s a nm*t helpful one on "Mod
ern Flower Painting and it* Character.** 
with exceedingly attractive illustrations 
both colored and otherwise. The fol
lowing article too, on “The Art of Alex- 
Hoche B.S. X.." by Haldane Mat-Fall, is 
eweedingly interesting. Roche is one of 
♦he mo*! gifted artists the city- of 
fllasgow ha* produced. The idea given 
of his work hy this article and the sev
eral illustration* i* that of breadth and 
feeling. He appears to be at home with 
a great variety of subjects. “In h * 
rare gift of colour one fairy godmother 
gave him rich dower: another gave him 
a rare sense of composition; ami vet a 
third, ns though he were not already rich 
enough, granted him a keen perception of 
character; these gifts he ha* used to mas-

XV .<’.. at
nnv time since the third mvirter of the 
eighteenth century.” What is needed i*
that the churches *hoidd <!c> cl*» ihe'*- chinf 
attention to the production of true 
preachers and tlvif the preacher should 
look m on this a* hi* life work, and npidv 
liim«,.1f to it with all hi* heart and soul. 
Those minister* of the Oo*pel who under
rate the importance of nreaeliiing are 
making a deplorable mistake. Parochial 
and social work 
t-int to the li*t degree: hut the life and 
force and soul of a church depend upon 
the nulpit and the man who occupies it. 
and the me«*>ge he deliver*. “The Chris
tian H lobe."

could ba vie been r ghtp»! 
nature of acceptable sacrifice was better 
understood. "Without shedding of blood 
i* no remission." Cain's sacrifice 
bloodies* sacrifice. Abel brought of the 
firstling* of hi* flock. He had grasped 
the right idea! Hud put h niself in ty
pical and prophetic line with the great

fiod Who taketh away 
world. To obey is Imiter than sacrifice 
and to harken than the fat of ram*. 
Cain bad obeyed, had followed the in 
stim-t inherent in man to worsh p and 
-aerifice. but he would iv-t harken! find 
wanted to talk, to reason with him: Why 
art thou wroth? and why i* thy coun
tenance changed? Cain's moral condi
tion
with find. Hatred and wrath were in 
his heart, still he could talk with his 
brother, could speak word* in anger which 
led to tlie fir»t recorded crime, the Cap
ital crime of murder! bringing huuselt 
within the reach of the law; he that shed- 
del h man's blood bv man shall hi* bleed 
be shed; and though Cain escaped this 
punishment lie became a fugitive and a 
vagabond in the earth, and lived in per-

necessarv and impor-speetive sacrifice- Jesus the Ijimb ot 
the Sin of the

With a load of tin 
capable of travelling t 
days without water, go'n" forty mile* a 
«dav. They are fit to work at five war* 
old. lmf their strength begins to decline 
a* twenty-five nlrtmngh they muvillv live 
to forty. Tlie Tartars lnve herd* of 
the.e animal*. 1 OOP sometime* belonging 

family. The Timbueteo or Me- 
barrt breed is remarkable for «*-em1 and 
vet only for roomer*, going ROD mile* in 
ei"*'t dav* p-l*h *'irjpl.v a meal of date* 
or "rain at nightfall.

nd* cntni'1* 
or fourteenferlv purpose, whether he paint the bloom 

of beautv that lies in voting womanhood'sin no state for communication
fair check, or with vigorous brush raises 
before onr eye* the swing nml heave of 
the waters: whether he catch the living 

that plav on land and *ea. or set 
the very winds upon hi* can va*." The 
third and concluding notice of Tlie Arts 
anil Crafts' Exhibition at the Grafton 
Gallerv appear* in this numlier. and we 
have also an article on “Russian Peasant 
Industries" wh ch i* suggestive.
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