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SESSIONAL PAPER No. 18 „ „ V,a=ptt„ These, , .1 p a ....hives of Massachussetts.
“ records of the Privy Council, but aj80 0 . ., difficulties which lie in the way o
“ remarks are made for the purpose of illustra n» show that he who wishes to be
“ a thorough understanding of Acadian nstoi v ' study the material at his ham ,
“ well informed upon it must not be content to merely 8™Jch.
“ but must seek many distant fields for the PurP , gtep was taken in Nova Scotia

“It is now more than half a century . * commission was appointed )>
“ to collect and preserve the records of that "!', u ' « purpose of effecting tins
“ the Government at the request of the egis a Akins was selected to do the work.
“ object and by great good fortune Mr. 1 wmas • ld not have been surpassed,
“ The zeal, industry and energy displayed by Mr. Ak ^ complete, is a wonderful
“and the result is a collection of records vv ’ ”, ()f his life.
“result of the work of one man for a quarter of a ^™y^ i()n with Mr. Harry

“ As soon as I arrived at Halifax placed who is also the curator
“ Piers who has the custody of the Archives o 1 1 greatest courtesy and during the 
“ of the Museum. I was received by him wi 1 . eVery attention possible, tor
“ whole period of my stay in Halifax I receive r Qn in an official position m
“ which I wish to express my thanks. Indee ., P anxious to favour my view s
“Nova Scotia that I met, from the Premier o"n, -n ^ie Province, and the
“ and to show me attention. As the Archives ai remain in the Museum
“ Museum is the Burns Building, Mr. Fjers, w i Archives. For that reason
“ most of the day, is unable to give much of his un® . . -vr ya gcotia. But consider- 
“ the work of collection seems to have come to a s an , money for such objects,
“ ing the unwillingness of the average legisla ure ° ued The room in which
“ we ought to be thankful for what has alreadx n en a Legislative Council and
“ most of the Archives are kept is a Committee loom t<) tiie keeper of the
“ connected with it. It therefore does not be ong , ;n ^ as I wished, and for
“ Archives, so that he was unable to give me the lig which is just opposite, and
“ several days my work was done in the Legisla m ; . i r’aneement, however, did not
“ into which the books were brought one by one. 1 8 . Legislative Council, came
“ last long. The Hon. M. H. Goudge, the President of to S ^ ftfc Qnce p}aced the
“ into the Library one day and learning the . Archives with much greatei
“ room at my disposal so that I was able to consu that room was practically
“ convenience. In fact, during the months I was in a ’ , fullest extent of the 
“my own to be used night or day, and I availed myse ^ wag n0 small task
“privileges thus obtained, and spent nearly all aud obtain an idea of their
“to go through about 500 large volumes of doc P,,mnlete report.
“ contents, but this had to be done to enable me to ma v . ^__those that relate to

“The Archives of Nova Scotia may be divide* m o ' . ure]y military occu-
“ the French occupation of the country ; those connu documents subsequent to the " P.ti0„ of Annapolis from 1710 to 1749 £ïdfl» paper's relatingto
“later date when Halifax became the capital of French documents in the
“the Island of Cape Breton. There are only three vo , c about fifty years ago.
“ collection and these appear to have been obtame Bureau of Marine
“ They are transcripts of the documents origina v <> al vieriod between 1632 and
“ in Paris. The first of these volumes contains papeis o , relate to events that“ 1699 ; the second, papers from 1700 to 1749 ; about half Vf.r7™lur®ne contelns papers
“ occured prior to the capture of Port Royal in < ’ , ,,rie»ts in Acadia with the
“from 1614 to 1751 including the correspondence of tne ]P very incomplete in
“ authorities of Quebec. It will be seen that these ( <>c Uroucht to light concerning
“comparison with the mass of papers that have sin<< *' The most valuable docu-
“Acadia and which are now among the Archives a j 1710, the Diary of«re the letter, ef the Governor, of '^“e.t.r. In,I other
“ Governor Villebon and the correspondence of DesGoutin,
“ cials with the Minister in Paris. . . N gcotia between 1710 and

“ There are 24 volumes relating to the affairs in a Province and the only
“ 1749. At that time there were no English settlements Cause). These
“ places that were held by the British were Annapolis and a small post


