
••Yc>." a(l(l<>d Jiick. "ami it's Roing

to he Al, if iHily yoii and niDthiT won't

foruft t(> kfcp off, I'm afraid, dad.

you d play old gooseberry with things

if von iliil happen to walk over the

top!"

Mr. Tlionispon. who was not of the

slipht and slim orck-r. sniilod grimly,

and >tn)']fd hack towanls the iioiisp .

whilst t!:c two hoys corigratiilatod

thtnivilvcs upon tlif happy turn of

things.

•If> very decent of your fat)ipr."

said .lini.

Vcv, " replied tlio other with the

impudent patronage of the youth of

to-day, "he i^n't half a had sort, isn't

thp patpr; but," ho added reH<'<'tively,

witli the conviction l)i)rn of past ox-

pcrieuc f the temper of the worthy

Mr. 'r!iomi)son, "you can't always say

right off what way the cat'll .jump,

you kiKiw."

,Iiiu was apparently thiidung of

something else.

"What about the porpoisey" he

asked anxious'y.

"Oh! you leave her to mo." was

tlic ready answer. "/ know a trick

that'll keep the porpoise frniu cdUiing

within a mile of ihix show, anyway!"

H«- refused to pxi)lain the trick that

night, lint next day. being a half-holi-

day and a sunny afternoon, he and his

friend niado their way to a disused

(piarry. wh<'re st<mes lay half buried

in the rank grass, and where in one

ciniier a stagnant poo! was the home
of newts and waterboatmen. A veri-

table i)aradise. this (piarry. to boys

who rev.'lled in all things that swim
or crawl. They turned over several

stone-, exposing the pale crushed grass

below. |)uting countless insects into

terrible tlust<"r and Hurry. ?A-erv now
and again there was a sliout. followed

hv an excited scuffle, and the transfer

of .vonie writhing creatine to the folds

of a large silk handkerchief.

,\nd that evening ^Taster Jack put

matters hefore the "porpoise" in a

light that, as ho afterwards explained

to his friend, "settled hrr from ever

wantina: to rome clumping down on

too of their cave any more."
Yet he onlv said :

"Look here. Jane. I don't want to

frighten vou for nothing, hvit I think

1 ought t.) tell .vou to be careful how

you get tlop|)ing about rotind that

iave we've dug. Fact is. there's a lot

(,f snakes got loose inside, and they're

wrigglers, and no mistake."

Hut that was enough. He omitted

to add that the creatures were merely

harmless grass snakes. Indeed had

he done so. the effect would probably

hav.. be..n the same. To Jane all

snakes were alike; the very thought of

them, as she beautifully expressed it,

"gavi- here the fair creeps."

Inknown to tliemselves. there had

l,,.cn a silent watcher of the two lads

during the past few .lays. In their

happv lightheartedness they gave no

thoii-'ht save to their own affairs, and

tlie sad. sweet face at one of the win-

dows of the house next door—the house

iM'tw.eu those of the Thomps<ms and

the Hurtous was all uniiotice<l by

them. But old Mrs. Grayling. o"l<'''«

,.ut from the room she rarely lett,

-...cnud to hnd both pain and pleasure

ill ohserving the boys; and often while

there was a smile upon her lips thei-

was a tear in her eye.

Things had prospered with the cave.

It was a source of envy and delight to

all the lads who were admitted to its

inmost depths, and the hole in the

he(l<'e which gave into the fi<-ld grew

lan'cr throusih constant use. for natu-

rally none of the youngsters ever en-

tered the trarden from the legitimate

i-ud when tliey could do so in the other

way.

It chanced that one afternoon, as

the (juiet watcher sat at her window,

wide open to let in the soft suminer

air. she saw Jack rush down the gar-

den path, and heard him give a wild

whoop. In a moment the unearthly

shriek was answered by one no whit

more musical, and next instant voung

Hurtnn puslied his way through the

hedge, and was- close followed by a

s.'cr^id lad. What thev said to each

other it was too far for her to hear,

hot their evident excitement made the

olvl ladv smile.
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