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Professor Williams d"^ot ^t^iTp^veU; what "hisopmion IS on the subject of contagion, and seems To be in
considerable doubt on this point ;\ut'as it iT n Lludem the hst of contagious diseases in his work on veterina vmedicine, I think he must consider it to be a non-contl^::!

Cullen, one of the highest authorities on human medicine

^
(under certain circumstances) a contagious disease, andmy be due to germs so small as to be imperceptible to

tiJr/o'r ^Tr ^r'
"^^' ^'' '^''''''^ ^ gr«-t deal oft.me to the study of influenza, is a firm beHever in thetheory of contagion.

Now, having, I think, succeeded in satisfactorily proving

tlTtlJ" "
""'^^"""^ ''"^^^' ' ^'" ^^'««' notice Ifew of the more important views held in relation to the

X^sler-'
"^'"^^^ '' "^^"^ ^' ^^^'^^ ^'^ ^-so is

There are three principal theories in regard to the
nature of the contagium or virus itself. It is considered bysome to be a ferment void of definite structure, and whichwen in roduced into the healthy body, is cap'able oT prt
diicing chaiiges in the blood and other fluids

ou?^Y''!'f!'"t
''. '° ^' ' ^'''''''^' ^^-^'^n'^™' originating

nmal economy, IS capable of development and increase
^vithiu It, and probably consists of bacteria
The third theory is that the virus consists essentially ofboplasm,c granules, possessing amcBboid movement /or,perhaps, a peculiar species of vital power, by mean o il^


