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liiid before ,tW A"»«"^ Conforonco. In this \s^\y the (Utlo-

pitew from tlio pieveral ,<lirtlrict mcctin^H • would, to u j;iTHt ,

cxt(5iit, loHC their Hcctioiiul foolingt), an no particuhir Hcetio'ijul

iiiattorH would bo official!}; iiitra»t'o^.4» them: the real aiul

apliarcut dcHijrn in tl»*ir ap|)oiiitmeiH TJ^jtmld'bo h» nijvve thf

thurchy niid iiot a pa|4ii;ulMr wrctioii 9t' it.'
, V

Ah the be8ttpf>BHi^l« plan of governing the- church Hhouhl

demand our attention,we cnive h careful invest i«rat ion of tht'

foregolnji^ thoujijitM. "W^ believe, Crom what lijrht we have

Iwen ^ible to objain on the nubject of ch^rch^jMilitv. that thii^i

only truo method of procedure is by jnixed It^'iwlationv

rSVe have alrerdy referred to the (Jeneral Conference as «

lc};isfativc body. TW« auMcmbly Hhouhi, we. thitik^coiltiniie

lobe held onc«, in four yearn, as at prcsnt in the'^Icthodist

Kpiacopal CMutrch, at such tnne aiid such phice as shall be

fixed ui>oif by an act ok its laAt sessitm. The adyantajica of

this court are not stranuic to.all Methodi.sts'of otbcr bTal»'ehc*i

of the church, but, doubtless, are to many, if not uiost of

thcin, 'As a c'onsccjuence, it will be necessary for us to wet

JbrtlUts compt»8iti6n, powers, aud <roncra]ladvantajj;eH. As We

hayo already said, tho Annual Conferences of <»thcr denoiiiina-

tions-of Methodisls are lejrislativo' assemblies, while, those, t>f,

~^th^^K^1C^Ci^Irch-a^G^o^lyL^e^ possess no laK

making powers, but all their actsjffe coulnccre^xecjitiw}^

the law^of the General Confercn|.e. and the transactinjj: of

business in conformity therewith. ()nc prominent advanta}re ,

(if qaudrcnnial legislation is the securing of the chutTcbaprainst

tliat excessive le^slation whtcli is ho* periiicious in its effects.

and to which anmjal legislution has so greut i tendonCV.

Frcfiucnt chatiges in the rules and rogulations of Any organ)-

' '/ation are always injurious in their cifiicts,—thp public always

.fearing that association which. is alway.s changih|j;; so that

what'we fincV them to be to-day, we caii haver no expectation

of finding t]vem to-morrow. Again, w'heli such favourable

f>ppni-fiinWi.-»ti for frnqiiont IftcrlHliitinn preseiVt, thcms^clvcs. thcro
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will never be wanting t^josc who are anxious to distinguisli
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