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I.:ikt' aii'l livur i.iiNils tliul tluic lin.> liti ii a ii'iuwiil iiiliiot in

the (Jriu-ian l>av .anal roiilo. 'I'lio jiinjc( i fm a luiiali/cil ,\ali'i-

\\ti\ rpiiu iIh' I'jiiKT Lal^c!^ liv wuy of tlm l-'ii-iii h liivtT. Laki'

Nilii.-siii;,' aiiil tlu' Ottawa !ir. r U> Moiitu ' attiacti'il all' iilioii

»() farly n- isir>. In is.'.i; aii<l in l>';i) siirvt-v- witc iMa>lr. Iii-

.uultodlv this loiiti' ha^ ^'nat a.lsanlagcs in iminl of di-iaiin'.

A vt'ssfl going from tin' " Soo " i.r from (lie Struits of Mai kiiiaw

lo Moiitrual would liy tlli^* roiUr iirartirally take one sicji of a

triangle, as tomiiari'd « itii two sides of the triangle hy way of (he

Lower Lakes. The follouiiig tuhle showH some of tile dlstaiue

advantages of the route:

via l.ow<»r Via flftirwitin AihuriimiB

From. To, Liikcn in Hay I'niial to in tfivur nf
luiira, nnlcfl. rttiuil.

Ciiicano NVw York l,3«l» — —
Cliicajfo Montreal — UOS 4H4
Dululh New Vork 1,500 — —
Duluth Montrcul — l«t7 5o;t

Fort William Monlrtal 1,2!>0 — —
Fort William Montreal — »34 302

The earlier surveys were concerned with ohtaiuing a depth of

from ten to twelve feet, and the cost of eonstruetion was estimated

at from $12,000,000 to $24,000,000. In more recent years the

increase in the average draught and carrying capacity of Lake-

going vessels has led to a change of opinion in regard to t .o

depth and cost of construction. While some, at an ear'ier period,

favoi' d a barge canal, the recent intert^st has been concerned with

a waterway which will permit a Lake vessel to unload at Montreal.

The Canadian Government has recently completed a compre-

hensive engineering survey of the whole route based on a mini-

mum depth of twenty-two feet. The project submitted would

permit the passage of the largest Lake vessels from Lake Huron

to .Montreal. In finding tl at the route was fea.«ible from an

engineering standpoint, the report of the survey was confirmatory

of the opinion expressed hy the " Engineering Xews " in its issue

of March Sti . 1 003

:

Frnm an engineering standpoint, disregarding for the moment polit-

ical biiundurics, there can be no doubt tliat the Ottawa route is by far

(lie best for a deep waterway from the L'pper T.Hkes to the sea. So far

as cxp 'rl tralTie from the irortliwest to Kurope is concerned, it ofTers by

far the ticst possible ronte. . .
."

In comparing this route with existing or jirojocted routes the

question of the elevation to be overcome is of importance. Be-
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