
Drake rebuillds ,for, Bisons
'-4'

Nothng wrong
with.the CEt

ing Grey Cup champion Brtsh
Colomtia WU offlow nearer, ev-
ryene whio bhm one ba been stat-
k%" terpinionof te CFL

h' iet hae My Say too.
1 ike the CH..
If yougrew up in ths cty chan-

ces ae that you sport a couple of
urtruly evelnp fighting for Dave
Cutis,' conerts in dtherickety old
endzone seats at aid Clarke Sta-
dIium. 1 spent mary.'

BtIoyakits be damned.
l'an.sck of hearijng these self-

=roclaimed sports experts (who
beieetatitsstylish neyer to be

satisflsd) downgrade a gaine that
provides as much exditement as the
Canadien Footbal League does.

The athistes in the National Foot-
ball League are binger and stronger
anid faster than thir CFL counter-

ybok are far more
soiFi"sti&ed, the cheerleaders
mors ineresting tothe Ntb degree.

eut byfar the mmr opinion sway-
lng aspect isibe fect that compar-
ing American televltion coverage
to CBC's or CTV's is akin to chocs-
ing between Dom Ferignon and
rippLe.-

And that, my friends, s why the
CFL dme not play orn Sunday morn-
ings or Monday nights.

Who woul you choose? Don
Wvhitman or Keith jackson? Pt
Marsden or Pt Summeraîl?

Chuck Ealey or John Madden?
ht is to laugh.
eut when 1 look down on to ths

fWel froin my seat on the 2-yard
lins, 35 rows up, 1 ses quarterbacs
that can't afford to waste a down by
scampsring out of bounds. i ses
wids rscsivsrs tbat, on first clown,
stilîl must getaopen because ths bal
wili be in dis air.

1 ses only 20 seconds on thetime
dock betwsen plays. Not 30.

1 ses running backs that know
that each play represents one of
only two appartunitiesto et dose
to, a first down or it's ba to the
sidelines.

AMndodnt forget that for every
Miontreal Alouettes there are dis
Tampa Bay Buccaneers and New
Orleans Saints. For esch Saskat-
chewan club there's Buffalo, Hous-
ton, Indianapolis, and St. Louis.

Vos, tberes a lot of thinIgs you
don't ses - like Lawrence Taylors,
&ri Dlckersons, and Dani Marinas

eut this weskend youl ses two
teains that are freezn their butts
off tringto sam, a spot i he diCa"e
Cup pins nsxt week

You'l ses as mucb ormors effort
on ths frozen Commnonweahb Sta-
<l" turf as in ths NFL

At -15 C, youll sS one helluva a
lot of "jean."p

%at*these guys aren't making
t2MIM a year te o i

1" .*~Noeube lm1

by Mirk mctw
If ht ain't bro ke, do't fix h.
if ht itbroke, get ow the s hame

andl nails.
Clare Drake put on his carpen-

ter's bet this week in an attempt ta
reflnlsh his Bears hockey team that
bas lost four straight and fallen ta
f lftb in Canada West with a 5-5
record.

And not a moment too soon, as
the f irst place Manitoba Bisons
rumble into town for a pair of
games.

The Golden Bears have gone
from being a Paladium Ballroom
lest Mardi ta sornewhat of ea
<w)rec(k) roorn this season. So
Drake has lone what seems like
dis obvious - try to recapture a
little of lest year's inagic by coing'
wbat worked for you back thon.

And playing whco played for you
back then: namnely ex-Teamn Cap-
tain and sturdy defenssinan- Ron
Vertz, and bruing winger John
Lmb.

Those two have been joineil by
newcomners Derek Peterson and
Bud Langstrom in the Bears' camp
this wesk, as Drake tries ta shore
up a defense thatiies fallen prey to
injury, and inexperience, during
the first haîf of this season.

Peterson may ho gone by today,
however.

Last Sturday dressed only four
defensemnen (Bozek,, Draperj
Proft, and Cousins) as rookie Brent
Severyn was suspsnded and Deanr
Clark sat out: bis second straight
gamne with a knee injury anad a bad
ankie.

Only Vertz and Lamb will beelig-
ibIs to play this weekend againsi
the Bisons 8-1-1), but bath Severyn
and Clark wil l be hock on ths
blueline.

I think that tis coach was wor-
ried about having the saine situa,
tian as fast year," said 6'", 212 lbs
Lamb of the glut of injuries that
took Alberta by surprise late fast
year. "This year he wants ta ho on
the safe side."

Lmb would be happy to ses the
Golden Bears win a few with him in
the lineup, as he's just coming off
his best year ta date with the Bears
football tearn, and is no doubt
hungry for saine success. He was a
two-spart man fast ysar as well,
joining the hodkey Bears in the
second half of the seasori and earn-
ing a charnpionsliip ring.

It affct my schoot a littie bit'
'ho adinits, "but 1 caught up in ail af
my courses since the season ended
INov. 1). But ths worst thing is that
yau come back (to hockey) and
you look, around and you realize
how fer behinil everybody else you
are."

Lamb has skated only once since
the Golden Bears ClAti final win
on Mardi 23rd. Vertz is anodier
story, thougb. -1 don't know if he's
going-to stay arcund," says Drake
of bis dependable 6'O", 165 lbs
ponr.

Vertz hs in bis greduating yeer in
Cii Engineering and iliis wvife hs
expecting "her first child in Febru-
ary. The Glenboro, Manitoba native
mîsseldh i kfaslst year with a
separated shoulder incurred ina the
senii's, and wtb the Bears in the
CIAI's as hasts again this year ho
may just want a plece of the action.
EtRW way, his presenoe will not
oniy stebilize a young Aberta
defense, but cause a few guys ta
look over their shouiders and pick
up their intensity level. He I"os

reedy toay rght noW, however.
"We have ta ho stronger in aur

own endf," Drake declared. "We
were losing a few ton many ans-
on-ans situations ina our own zone.
We've gat ta gst tougher."

But the worst rea diat Alberta
was losing ans-on-ans at was
goalle versus shooter - Kril iost
that battIs two of fse tines in the
ail-importent overtime period on
Satu rday.

94l'm going ta have ta make the
big save when the score is tied in
the diird," said Krill as lis reflected
on a tougb start ta the season aftor
tbe 9-6 OT lks.ta Calgary. I have
ta ho the commander out there; i

ha vs ta quarterback the team.
"The goalie is a big part of mov-

ing the puck out of yaur awn zone.
Right naw the confidence is there
soinetimes, not ail the time."

The odier major move that Drake
bas madie prior ta ibis, Alberta's
most important series ta date, is the
reunian of what was the Golden
Boars' mast productive unit of lest
season.

Drake has restored Curtis Bran-
dolini back on leftwing with conter
Dennis Cranston and rightwinger
Stecey Wakabayashi. The tria ac-
counted for 21 percent of the
team's scoring output last year.

Todd Stokowski had replaced

Brandolini onthe left side since
training camp. "We've got to shift
things up a little bit," admits Cran-
stan. "We were having a little trou-
ble around the net for the last cou-
pie of games."

The line had been tagether for
two years hofore the shift.

Erw Fads - Finally, the Golden
Bears' chanilonship banner. have
arrived: -ail 34 conference and 7
CIAU's of them. The conference
anes will bang alang the side walls
while the nationals are double-
sided and should hang over the ice
surïace ... bath gamnes will ho broad-
cast live an CJSR-FM, 88.5, pre-
game at 7:15.


