English spelling “a disgusting mess”

TORONTO (CUP) — “Our spelling
desperately needs tu be simplie-
fied, reformed, and rasionalized. It
iz inevitabel that this reformasion
wil ocur. The suner, the better.”

Some of the above words might
look funny, but the Simplified
Spelling Society of Canada, which
penned them, insists the more-
phonetic spelling is simpler, more
rational and will eventually be eas-
ier to understand.

The three-year-old group calls
current English spelling “a disgust-
ing mess” that has caused among
other problems, anilliteracy rate of
20 per cent in Canada.

“English is by far the Western
world’s worst language,” says the
SSSC’s president Ted Culp. We use
“ph” when we mean “fe”, “gve”
when “g” would suffice and add
letters that don’t do anything, like
the “b” in. dumb.”

The group wants people to sim-
plify their spelling and has drawn
up 13 rule changes as phase one of
the project.

Despite the enormity of the task,
Culp saysitis inevitable that we will
revise our spelling.

“The present system is so irra-
tional, it will collapse like a house of
cards.”

Already, he notes, there have
been some changes, primarily in
American usage. The “our’ endmg
is changlng to “or”, “re” as in cen-
tre of “er” and simplified words
like “nite” and “thru” are popping
up.

Culp admits there are diffuclties
in trying to overhaul a spelling sys-
tem and says some have been
overcome while others are un-
resolved.

People will still be able to read
books written in the old way, he
says, because the new system will
be phased in. Eventually, the old
books will wear out and ones with
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revised spelling will be published.

As for learning a new system,
Culp says it will be simple, espe-
cially for young people who aren’t
as tied to the old style.

“The more you use it the more
comfortable you become with it,”
says the Toronto-area high school
teacher. “It’s becomes very difficult
for me to spell in the normal way.”

However, there are snags. Culp

says about 16 new letters will be

needed and admits there will be
problems because different coun-
tries pronounce words different
ways. foiN

Culp won’t say how many
members the society has, only that
the’re “thinly spread” across Can-
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ada. The group has plans for a dic-
tionary and a newspaper to spread
the gospel of simplified spelling. .

In the past, there have been
attempts in other countries to
reform spelling, some more suc-
cessful than others. Protuguese,
Dutch, Turkish and Chinese have
all undergone reforms.

A Simplifed Spelling Society
cropped up in Britain at the end of
the last century, enlisting the sup-
port of notables like George Ber-

‘nard Shaw and Lord Baden-Powerll.

However, the society’s calls went

- unneeded.

Students frustrated with spelling
can write to Culp at 240 Russell Hill
Rd. in Toronto, M4V 2T2.
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HOUSING AND FOOD
SERVICES

We Serve You Better
There’s Something

~ New
Wokin’ at
Your Favorite

CHINESE s

AVAILABLE FROM 10:30 AM to 2:00 PM

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

Also back by popular demand —
Deli bar is here again.
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Housing Registry

Looking for Temporary
or Permanent Housing?

For current information on:
— vacancies and lists of rental
accommodation.

— laws concerning landlord and tenant
issues.

— how, when and where to look.
See Us At The Housing Registry

Room 143 SUB
OFFICE HOURS: M\W.F. 10 - 2
T.Th.1-4

Phone 432-4212

The Graduote Students” Asuciatioa

NORTH POWER PLAN
UNIVERSITY OF AL.!RYA
EDMONTON, ALBERTA
TeG 2€0

ATTENTION ALL
RADUATE STUDENTS!

Graduate Students’ Association
Annual General Meeting
and

Election of Officers

March 06, 1986
6:00 pm
Back Room
North Power Plant
BE THERE!!

The one and only

10401 - 81 Ave.
433-9616

(party house)

STEAK SANDWICH
$2.95

11:30 am - 7:.00 pm
Everyday
Goodtime Hour 4:00 - 7:00 pm

Hockey Games on our
Satellite Screen

ONE FREE BEVERAGE
MON - THURS
with presentation of U of A ID.
Must be 18 years of age
obennaioder.

Tuesday, March 4, 1986
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