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Personali:ties. and Problem
6--George E. Drummond, Iron Manufacturer

To Whom Business is the Evolution of an Idea

PLENTY of people have ideas without money.
At least a f ew in Canada have money with-
out ideas to makeit worth while. The
men who have both ideas and xnoney are

flot exactly uncommon in this country; and among
thern Mr. George E. Drummond, of Montreal, is
one of the most conspicuous.

It may be said thai the development of the Drum-
inond interests in Canada is the, evolution of an
idea. What that is the Vice-President of the
Canada Iron Corporation knows better than any
one else. And there are times when he takes a
notion to expound the concretion of ideas that bas
grown up along with his business, When hie does
it is not so much a matter of argument as of
conviction.

There is no sign on any of the winidows in the
Hanxmond office building to show which of themn
arc Mr. Drununond's. Ife has no need to advertise.
H1e has a passion for public affairs in a private
capacity; but he hates mere publicity. From one
of bis windows, at 28 Victoria Square, the Vice-
President of the C. 1. C. could carry on a sign
dialogue witb another man who bas ideas along
with bis money. ,That is D. Lorne McGibbon,
President of the Consôlidated Rubber Co., over in
the Eastern Townships Building. Any lounger on
Victoria Square theseý .summner days migbt' octa-
sionally bebold Mr. Drummond bustling across the
campus to hiavei a confab with Mr. McGibbon;
thougb he bias nothing directly to do with rubber,
neither D. Lorne McGibbon with iron and steel.

On the walls of Mr., Drummond's big general
office-all in one room-are inictures of iron 211(1
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The entry was made and the cage of captive back-
yard cats was set up. In a very short wbile these
cats became the most interesting part of the show.
They fit and fought and raised Cain ina fashion
that quite outdid the famous cats of Kilkenny. The
manag ement of the show did not wish to do any-
thing 'unconstitutional. As a point of ethics one
or more of these cats might win a prize. Had the
first prize been for figbting the whole cage would
have got it. The boys were offered a couple of -dol-
lars to take away the cats. Which tbey did. The

the office at Montreal. But a talk witb the fathersettled it-that if that branch of the Drummiond
family was to take its real place in the iron and
steel business of Canada, there was plenty of timeyet for the office. The lad went to the Soo. Every
morning, winter and gummer, hie lugs bis tin dinnerpail down to the works and takes is place amongthe iron. workers. When hie gets through with thatbie will have more knowledge.of how iron ore ismade into steel rails than any other millionaire's
son in Canada.

This is a sample of the plain common sense with-out ostentation that bas developed the Drummond
idea. George E. Drummond began business lifeas a cle rk in an iron and steel merchant's office inMontreal. In 1881' be started the firm of Drum-mond, McCall and Co., importing iron and steelcommodities f rom Great Britain. In tbose daysthere wasn't a pig of. iron produced from Canadianore. The iron business of the world in the orderof magnitude by countries was-England ' Germuany,the United States. The Drummond firm put a nailin practical Imperialism by inIporting fromn England.

Six years the firm with the two young men atthe head of it bad its invoices and bis of-lading
checked'în the couniting bouses across the water inL. .s.. d.ý And in that six years the Drummondsbegan to evolve the idea that makes the CanadaIron Co. possible. Business and experience are
great teachers.

At the samne tiine things were shaping up forwbat at this distance of looking back seems like aremarkable change in this or any other part of the
Empire. It was the sort of change likely to bemost evident to men who were importing goodsfrom England, paying their bills in L. .s. .d. Atleast a few thinking Englishmen had begun to dis-cover that the dominions overseas were not merelydependenciesr-but possible autonomies. Sir CharlesDilke was one of the visionaries. H1e traveled theZnwpire and wrote n hnnlr D,


