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CHAPTER XVIII.

Dick's Story.
Nmomnents of great trmction, lu pres-
Nonce o! the giarit îfssues of bifean

Death, s-maIl pettinesses slip froin us
like a cio&k. The sight o! hie futiter's
face swept f romn Dick~s mmid ail anger
againat the deteotive, and et te sanie
Umae robbed hlma o! the stoical celi in
whicitho had strâvori t e rwrap imsgelf.
Tee long -had hoe put an iren restraint
upon hie feelings, not Nature ýteok ber
revouge. Failing upon hie kitees by the
eade o! te poor mutilated. more e!,
hmnrility, hoi covered hie face wlth bi&
itands arid soblied like a ohIld. An un-
worrted moisture di-miud Mr. -Screcd's
eyes., as, witli delicate instinct, lie fell
Dack se as riot to disturb fby bis, pros-
eue the sancbity of te sonas grief;
witilet Ted Aleton, making ne attempt
te enceai te 'tears iicit qtreamed
down his face, iront over hie friend,
ûTliowing hie arm lu -beylsh fashion
acrose the latter's shouiders, trying by
bis teucli te couvey the sympathy Ît
was imnpossible te frame inte -words.

For sorme tinte they remaiued sulent
thus; thon Mik, rising sewly te bis
feet, turned te Screed, saylng in a voice
!rom wici al youtit, ail eriergy, seemeci
te have fied-

"Do vwiat yen have teo do. I arn
*hoaten,; -my lest stand 4e Tnado."

Mgy missien bore ie ended, Mr. Ent-
bersoýn," replied the detective; "tiliere is
ne need for fnirtei interference On =Y
part; and yon -have uiy Soleanu assur-
ance tha't the secret o! to-night's work
wui, neyer -ie dàvuiged by me. -Mr. AI-
ston," turning te that youitg gentleman,
"if I auighat suggest, iV would be a s'el
te finish s soni as "ossible tire itak
irrterrupted ýby my arriea>l."

"By Tove!'" cried. the latter. "Mr.
Screed, yen are a -brIk!"

Dickhe lips quivered; ire mlode 'a gos-
ture with bott itend&, as if te shew that
speech ut tbat momnent was itmpossible
te bini, and turnied aside.

TEFD did bis tork rapidfly audl welli
IV whist te otiiers stood bY ti

bent sud uncevcred licadr. It tas over!
'With caref ni bande, yeuing Aiston
sprinkled a few ciuanps e! dry earthl anid
brelcen twigs o! irush'wocd over theS
spot se tat no ene corrid gnose 1V bad
been dieturbed. Thon tegethobr and lu
aynity, thre libr-e weast doin te h-i te-
gother. Arrsived at the "Gireen Man,"
Mr. Screed teeS bis louve of then, say-
ing-

"I sbaii have te bave a fe i more
tvords; wtl yeu, Mr. Embherson, bof ore r
leave N*ngleford for greerd; but titere will
ho nothing in thean ýtirt need distres
yeut-ef that yen rnay rest asqured."

Te wblirh Pick replied, in a voiIce VIvat
hed inu it a strange uew noe e! slrored
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for a second as if ýin deep tlroughit.
"'Corne Up to Colonel Anerley's te mer-
row at eleven, Mr. Screed," lie said fin-
aily; III have donc with secrets; I see
now that. others besides mayseif have a
right te know the exact truth about ail
that hahapperied hem; and I bave mrade
up my mmid to anake a ocan breast of
tire whoe affair te thc fow I ean cal]
frinlede. I sh'oird like yen, as one of
theni, to bie present. It is scarcely a talc
titat oue ivould wivh te, tell twice."

'Young Embersori and his friond ar-
rlved ut Thie IÂndens at about'a querter
te eloven, and a something lu tlreir ru-
ception struck the latter at once as
abnormal, aitbough Pick, lils nvind full
of thte painfril task ie bad before hlm,
failed te notice it. The w'hole aVines-
phere of thre bouse seemed, lu soane in-
describabie f aehion, to, bave changed. It
was net so muelh a lack of cmdîailit.Y as
an embarrasgraent, a constraint w1rich
was e-vident in te manner of both tire
Cdlonel and 'bis wïfe, and was everi
more markod in that of titeir daugbter.

T M) ALSTON was quickly concerned
Tfer the latter, wire looked, he,

,thought, slihoQkingly !Il. As for a second
bher band regted ini %is -and thoir glances
mnet, there was a pathetie apypealin luer
bine eyes which ntoved hlm indescrili-
eibiy, aJtbeugh hie could not guoeff what
premipted Ît. "Holp mie!" 1V -serned ta
.say. "Stand by nie! Make thingts easicr
for me."' Hé noticed aise, and -won-
dered muoir thereat, trat sire scemed te
eshinnicfroan ler lever, nienaging to, elude
ail warnter irreeting titan a presure of
the band. Thfere was ne «pportunity of
questioninz ber,,however, before the ar-
rival of te detective. Wben Pick ex-
plained, in a tati brie! words, bhle pur-
pose in aesking tite laitter te meet bita
there, Colonel Anerley, after a quick
glance et bis dangitter, cleured iris -tiroat,
riervousiy and sid-

"1 ftink you are quite, wise te corne
toean underotanding with Mr. Soreed;
but titore ie no earthiy'roasn, any dtar
boy, -wiy we 9oOulId ire pre-rint at youir
intberview ith itl I muet confesIe
that, lu te past, I bave titougitt yen
.z;mewhat unduly reticent; 'but aus far
asq te are ,oncerried, expianatilons aren
longer needed. T-Enid."

"Father is rigbt," interposed te young
girl with trexnhuing lips, "our preisence
-wouldi oniy caus;e yeu udded pain, and
is qulte urnOeSsrv."

",You Must alioti me te ire the hout
jirdge o! tbat!" replied Pick flnmiy, turn-
inz ýon bier a enrprisced aud 9sem,-wIbat re-
proarb ui glï-nre. 'Il do net inýdersrtiand
you, Eniid! Yen irsar yeur father say
hoe bas thougitt ie nduiy retir-ent. Net
lonzapeo, you youraoif reproeird me fer
net takci; en aou ifficilntlyv ito my con-
fidene. WeIL, I bave corne te tire con-
cînador> that 1 s'as listening ratber te
my pride tbran te rny secnse o! duty ln
coneeaiing certain factS -from you ail;
andi t la invy wish neti te niaie amenais
-te bave done rwith conrealanont aud
niyeteries, sudl, by God'-s irolp, and vours,
doar, te magke a fresi sirt. Colonel,"
le e ~ine.facine- that eentleýman tithl
a %udadenT1fflR wieô made tire latter
iirmp iu is chRir, «whoen I asic von, lu

tbe narne of te friendéirip you once
fe-it for rny tinfortitiie fsther, te cern-
plIy wth mv wîsbes, aurecly ymn wil1 noît
refuse me?"

At t,1iýq iiinture tire serat annouincei
tiret Mr. Sceoed tas,, lu 'the iiir'rv:
tire miiste-r of thle bouse arr-e titir a
resiponed air-

II. - nce queir a poinbt ef if,,

Mrs. Anerley interpo-sed before Dkk
liad timei to repiy; s<he aiso flad risei,
and now resting one haud liglitly on ber
husbandes shoulder, rernarked-

"IR stems to me, John, tinet the cast-
ing vote in this matter Ls witha Dick-if
he w4ahes for our presence, Enid hffs not
the Tlglit to deny lm; and personaily
I should. not dreamn of so doing. Do
you wish 1t, Diclc?"

III do, Mrs. Anerley," hie anewered
quickiy and decislvely.

"Then that settles the niatter," she
repiýied, and eiippinýg one hiand Vhrough
lier daughter'i reluctant arm, she drew
her 'with ber along te the library.

When 'they were aIl eated, Dick, lea-
ing himeif so that hie faoed themn ail,

IMy s'tory starte from tlie day before
the fire whieh reduced Ardwell Court to
ruine, the fire in wlhich my father was
supposed tc, have pei4hed."

At thec word "supposed" a vivid amaze-
ment wes depicted on the faces of al
prescrit, with the exception of Mr. Screed,
who gave a little quiet nod of coinpre-
hension and satisfaction; the Colonel's
lips h«lf-.opemed as if to framre a ques-
tilon, but c'losed sga)in, leaving the 'words
unspoken, as 'hie wifé whispercd in his
ear--"«Dont interruýpt, John I Let us
hiear ail the boy hae te Say firet."

"On the mornirag in question," con-
tinued Dick, '"l received an Imnperafivz
&ummaons to, Lonidon. I was warned that
if I neglected it I should, jeopardize 'Uae
lfe of one near and dear to me. 1 did

not believe ln the bona fi-des of the sutn-
mens. 1 thought it 'was a trlck; but
stili I went. I was ehown a letter from
one W-ho caiied hianseif a friend (aye, and
Who proved hiansef one, ton, on titis ami
on a subecquent occasion), eitihough 1
hiad met himnbut once before in my life;
the -ieter expialned, titat the p)erson re-
ferred to-1he person wbo etood ln,
dcealy peril-was any fa-ther.

"'It seemed that b li ad for years been
connected finitncialiy with a secret Ar-
mrenîi&n Society. Perfectiy indiffereut as
lie wee te tiheir political aime, -he had
been eatrueited by thenu, as un honeet
anrd as ubetantifal mani, with their fuida,
or '-war-ciitest,' as they eall lt: tihe one
alan andl ambition ut the soeiety-a linge
and wideiy-knecwn one-being to prepare
tjhernseeive for the great day wheu they
and Îheir co-reiigionists would rise lu
their tousanda and shako off -the Turk-
lob yoike, and ;by so doing secure thse
sufety of their hornes, tbiror wivez, tureir
children--a safety which f or centuries
Iiad bnng uipon the goss;arer throad of a
'blooédrirsty tyrant's. caprice.

IT scarcelv know liow te fraine it inte
words. 1 probably shili never learu aIl
the cnnstences o! lite case--'never
bue-w -the exat nature of the siudden and
overwlhebninL, temptetlonn whieh pro-
sentei itsýeif t-e ny unliappy father. Suf-
flet it to snay, th'at ire sucumbed-Ibe was
fa'lthless to hie trust. Titrouufbout Eu-
rope and Asia thre sccety hl, bound te-
geirer -bv a net-work of szpies. In sonrie
fash4eu bis guilt waes sti.p-ected, was,
proved; and bis death sentence w-19
signed; tibat bbhat sentence involved a
f urtiier anid gihastiier eue T oniy learnt
lajter. My informant wbe grave thte
'wmrninLy at -a great pers3onai nlsk to han -
self, advised me to get My father a-wil"y
,it ýonce before tire bodudswere on
his traelçk-and te sbi h off disgnis-ed
to A-rn-rima or Auqtraia.

"At first I absoliitely. refused te ie-
Iievo te accunstion broiiLbt against oee
wliem 1 lied a4rways beid te ire a nin Of
ýstrirt lntegritv. I anntained tliaýt it

wa- gomset hideous mistake 'whids lie.
wilh Tny help. wouhd ho able te doear
uip; but wbien T -poke to him thet oven-
ing on myv retsrn, wber n l çil, un-

(Con tseued on page 25.)
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