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'ne Ruiral Problemn.

Among the disadivantages off tbe tarIn are tlen'e

-the physical discamforts, the lack Of modern con-
veniences, the dimfculties of travel, the poor oppor-

tunities for educatian, the loneliness of thie solltary

if e. Added to this the laws of the land are decidedly

in f avar of the nioneyed man in the factory-towfl,

and the possibility of making an honest living is to

the farmer rendered as difficuit as possible. The lack

of companionship is f elt, especially by the wamen

and the young people, the contiflilas manual labor

and the long hours during th y bu~easons are cer-

tainly very trying. And these e only samples of the

drawbacks. On the atiier band the cal1 of the town

is strong and persistent. It spelis opportiinity,

choice, social companionship, better dress, greater

conveniences, more luxuries, cash payment for ser-

Vices, amusements, variety. 0f course, to the young

'man or woman who moves to the town ail tbese ad-

vantages are not realized. Life is often much more

trying and miserable than on the farif. On the

whole it is not'nearly so enjoyable, but experience

alone reveals this. 1à

As people are constitutedl today they are attract-

ed by the thought of wealthi, ease, position, compan-

ionship, and they make sacrifices to obtain these.

It is because the ity seems to hold ont opportuni-

ties that are lacking in the country, s0 many young

people desert the farm. The cure for the situation is,

first of, ail, to show that many of the seemingly

advantages of the city are not real, and the second is

to enrich country if e where it is lacking, so that

there will be no disadvantage whatever. It is evi-

dently impossible to surround the dwellers on tbe

farm with every city luxury, just as it is impossible

for to put the townsman in possession of ail the

good things of the country, but there is plenty of

room, for enrichment of the farm lit e, and this en-

richment is the very first necessity.

The yonng people may as well understafld to

begin with that for most people in this country the

larm, offers as good opportunities for moneymaking

as any other calling, and this notwithstaflding the

fart that trade cqnditions are unfair to the farmer.

S.too, the labor is no more exactiflg. the hours no

longer, than those of thc average Worker in the

townf. In these days, too, the position of farmers is

not only as honorable, but is gelieraly"considered as

bonorable as any in the land. BUk-w en it cornes to

((npanionship, physical comforts. ___?ý;pportufities

for clture and erjoynent, thien is real diffiCilty to

1-e faced. The wav out of the difficulty is for farm-

Aiothcr big strike eudcd, and uothiig sttled;
but employera, emploedsp and geucmal public ail, lu

a worsc pesitiaul Surcly ticeelj justification for the.

third lement ta begin ta assert its rigiits lu this

matter. In every commuity the iudividual's rights

and privileges must b. limited, because tic geucral

publie iba also its rigits and priviloges. Wiicu two

men engage lu a street britwl, tic police, as reproect-

ing thie public, soon make it clear tint every bregch

et the. pence i8 conmunity nfair. Ticre is noe ret

difference lu tic case etfuinny et aur strikes, and tic

settlemeit et difficulties siould'b. referred ta re-

gularly-appointed commissioneru. Tiese would se

tint saie mensure et justice je denît ont te bath

parties coîcerncd, whle tihoccilet sufferer, tic geicral

public, is protected.

THE MÂRRIAGE QUESTION.

Thc decisian ofthti Privy Council on the. ques-

t ions submitted louching marriage leaves matters

just about wiere tiey were. Tic vital point bas net

yct been settled, but it mut b. juat -as seen as the.

Hebert case iseu for decision. Wiat tic home-

makers in Canada arcanîxiaus ta kîow is imply

this: (1) ls a marriage between two persoas, oie or

boti of wiom are Catholics, wieu solemnized by

other than a Roman Catholie piet, legally' binding

etier lu Quebec or any ather province of Canada?

Thc decision on tis point is awaited with engerness.

A Ne Temere deere 18 all well and goed wîeu pro-

imulgnted among tic taititul ns a guide ta actioni

but when by a legisînture it is practically incorpo-

rated ita the iaws et tic baud it is an entirely dit-

ferent ting.

GOVERNMENT BY COMMISSION.

After ail, nothing is more sensible thaum govern-

ntiet by commlrission. W. are cornîng to that more

and more. It is absurd, when ane thinks of it, for

four or five men of ordinary knowledge and ability to

determnfe the polices of a province ln sucli iatters

as transportation,~ edt:cation, public morals, trade re-

lations. Guyerninellts do well in ail mnatters whcre

accurate and comprehensive infomnation lua eceuiry
to wise action, tp eai upon mnen ad wonieft Who hÏ'e
hadspecial opportunities for research anýd 'whseIàe-

cisions are naît likely to be biaséd by persia'o
party conîderatians. Iu Mantqba, the. Tekèphone
Commission, lu Saskatchewan ilie Telepone Ge-
maissipu and. the Blevator Commission, l'e illustra-
tions of what can bc accomlplished e I *bco
know are called upon ta eollect informâtI iotM itôer

advioe. Ncarly .&H mistakes iu goverument, nelt 4ue

te party or persanksI nfluence,irise traM the iibit
that political leaders have of deciding great isse ui

their own smail wisdom. The w6rst o!f t lu tbey
think thcy kuow it ail.

1Now the cheapest and safest commisieners that

a province could have for meut purpoues, coula berne-
lected from members of.- the civil service1' sud - the

state 'educational histitutions, proviaed oeit-lu tabou
iu the appoîntinlt of those. -Why-uhduI&i&OV#7
picce et agificultural legisiature b. apLproved. or, mlp

sored by the Deputy,«Minlter of Apiculturesud âu

experts thot there m"y b.e t tii.'4gieultùîrl 61

lege 1 Why ushculd mat thoiidtrl'livn ~ 1-

gineermin uthe. universlty be ideiur te the Mu~
of Pubflie Werkri -Whyt ÉIÔuW ûOt thtë àii>'e
science ln the uiversltybe tedec1Iirbs
effots 'te aolin aipo1n e4Iitmti-
mal and vegetable liter Why. shouldnet e

fesser of economie b. askcd ferekrtmw*
befere laws are enacted toucn Wuottw4
tions? ,Wiiy ehould netthe ~@ a.~bgj

anilexprt on goed roade?'1Wyabouau 7 uW I7

temupe àWàée.legislation, educaIon oet Méi i MrtÈ.of
any kiîd be ïttèmàptkd until the 6pilèbeu bf.tiim hut

luformnèd are securedl The. seé e luatieu iÏi tfr

trusted te tiise who have the àeceuary kwda*s
rather then to tiiose who, haveaccidentàW they
the bèttér.

J The, problein of getting aid rctaining men and,
;,"~men ou the farine graws no lees. The last census

Sthat conditiens in Eastern Canada are very

'disappointing, and in aur own West, the grawth et

.the1 towns has more than kept Pace witii tic settie-

'inènt et the rural districts. One at the rnost istriking

fistil that Young wameu seem ta b. even mare

tmxious than Young men ta leave the country for the

tôwa. The prablem is anc worthy af. serions con-

detiratiofl. Everybady is af thc opinion tInt aur

hào pe ia ia thc salI, and anc of aur frst efforts must
b. have it occupied by prasperaus and happy

New, there is a Tesson for eveiy condition, and

tereasaus for farn desertion are rnany. Unfortu-

njttely the ehiet reasois are ofteu everlooked. -It

*ôuld ýëmoe thau-interestip& te ggetie-views ofr our rea'ers on this point. Our coutry goca teat
expese. and trouble ta induce settîcis ta corne heie,

Ladit s vrydisappointiflg ta find tint no seoner

re corne et themn icely and camtortably settled than

they P .rocécd ta seli out 'and move ta'* the nearet

tewn. If thce ld people do not waut ta have the

homéstead the Young people refuse ta remain, and

tÉaîi settîca the natter.

Iu the last fit ty years the factory bas taken thc

plac" of tie home. As a resut 'workers have flocked

te the centres. The percentage of people in towns

*a4d cities has iucreased treim twelve te torty. AUl

tuis was ntural and unavoidable. The disquieting

teature is tint in tie ane grcat industry wiich re-

'ursmen and womeii of courage, industry and lu-
te.. gence, there are compais-tively few willig work-

ers; Farming is net very ppubiir, especialby wth

'p .ung people, and aIl the claqueice of writers, po-

ltical leaders and protessianil men et ail kindu does

not'scem taeuiake it ge. Indeed, a spcaker's uîwill-

ingness te adept farming as a vacation otten varies

ifttèrsely as the number anid power of, his arguments

lu favor of tarming as a business anidet the tari as

ahome for Younig people.

Theoretically, the arguments lu favar cf tarin

1f. are very conclusive. There la Èaed air, splendid

exercise, quiet, beauty et envireumicut, indepeudence

and treedein troin mnny of the temptatiais et the

tewis. Aid yet peaople leave aIl this fer lie ake ot

ity associations, and there must be tessais. Tiese

are of two kinds. lu thé first place, there are dis-

advantnges and disconiferts on the tarin; and lu thie

second place the towu has, or seema te offer, greiter

opportunities and attractions.

-~- '~-
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ers, individually and coletively, te aiu at lmprovcd
conditions. Good roads and good isehools-thepe are
almost first lu importance, and bath arc possible.
Then corne improved dwellings, with saime preteace
et refinemeut and some opportumity for privacy.
Libraries and suitable play thingu for aid and young
-tiese will make the. eveninga pas. plcasantly and
profitably. The home sheuld be better than the
stable. The wite should have as many modern cou-

veniences in the. kitchen anid dairy as the husband has

in the field. If he can afford a hircd man, ah. eau

afford a maid if anc ls ta be fournd. the children,
toe, are ta be treated it they were marc valuable
than the . stock. If the. rmnch boy gets sixty dollars
a nianth and board, the achool teacher shauld get an

equal amount. The anly place wh-re we tan. get a
real home is lu the country. Tiiere arc fcw counter

-attatos. nnp le dg -net*leave -the- fireside
ta e eîtertained. Thert duty of farinera', a duty

aurpassiing thnt of adding ta the. acreage or the herd,

is ta make the. home a lace in whieh mothe rid

childrcn will dellght te bte. That is the real sobu-

tien et tthc-ru ral problem. For whcre tiers i. swcet,

home lit c, ther. ia the be êt companionship), -and there

is noie' of that mohtaîy which bâa,, after aIl, mers

ta do with distaste cf the. country thon anythi#g

else. That which holds cvýery tinie lis",ti. home feel-

ing. Whcî this is backed up by -sociil enjoyment,
the neighbers yqung aid: old meeting 'tfram' time, to

tume for mutual improvement and cnterItairmet, thç

tarm wilb sceito be, andi ndéed, will be, thie- ieut

satisfactory place in which ans e au spend. hi. days.

Itlalu impo ssiblje foi expresse' aud froight iateu lun

,Western Canad er1anastc aet ý mi
longer.'u in..e UnltedStatea the express cempanles

say that they will not b. able te setanid a fitteen -per-

dent. redinction. Of course, they ignore the tact' that

their stock la au tieronghly watcred., If aIl the tacts-

'were kflown, would it be surpising te learn thi thtei

real dividendu on. express company stoOk, seý fat 'as

western Canada l. coiiccrned, là net .six per cent.,

but mnor e rlyilive limes thii rate? 0O.ne tiig .lu'

certan, that thé. pubieO regard the présent rates as

undiiby excessive, and if they canuot be redÜeed- tô Pa

reasonable -basisi lier. la on;ly eue solution, namely,.

that the. govemmnt must establiah a parcebu pont

service smmuIlar te that lu the Motiiér lAid. The.

questien. et cheaper transportation et cômme.dtion

la only part et a larger question, that of protectilig

the. people spina tihe exactions ot privileged mono-

poly.

Tii. following froîli an American frnztpe
luwell werth* readlîg. If Allericanu have reas* te

téel alarmned, how uabould we viêw thutaguin lu C*
today?1

lu .july, Cianellor Lleyd Georgegl bo o.~
lionis Werkmèi's Insuranee Ad, the most. r4KÎ'l
eôo %ie ial beègulati6n l ithelaPS o f u u i"
now k anuonances lu a signed 'atateient 1êp d

te put' oui' handâ te thiegre4l 'wok -Of ftuubit h

lind, wiiciffamsjasant for ths# u4 of théi j<i t

wihiciihsdrltf tlu the. iiaïmb WOf<hl nM"Q~
werk etftri nlg,,it fer thc e pËlè d, 1.* M l

flbrevet.» It would seen it, gaad gi4te~

07,épopulation on 58,675 squarle e&., #b
maknng use <f.eeyInhoA eiu
thouandu' et acîe* unused sud tii.
are deplorable. HOW they geltiiol wajY o
tii... conditions eau b. uaaelled InepfMbiii 1
tint very extraordiîay Man,Lly eg.

We uiiould watch the. pracesawitb =tk9 1ê~.

interest, aud lunthe.meanwile *6 uiigit Wl-.ý*
ewn land conditions. .Tii. tollewlt5o
variations of It are repcatedly in

without contradiction:t 'Out o et i. S40 7

acres of public bauds wiciibave bet4[1 ,1 etbY

the goverameut, fully 850000000bave b~ *àe

ta -speculatorSsud erpertioud. »0 OralbOi re-

eeived laid grauts et about, 20,000,00-. >ée

empire." Anotlier tatemeat umdë lu CO ' 1~f

net dcnicd ln tuât thèse. rallrosd lbanda are a190 *orh

at icat *25 anu acre. Aceordng t te 1e41be
md lu the. Uitd States SUO0,00
land, improvcd sud unÙinroveOd- thé -dwý

provcd& rencicd nearly , ,000 as
These arc big figures, but .'vene tbà1hdly le

us gasp tie tact that w. are uiig beau thon a litâtb
et aur laid arca. More tian tiree-fourtis 9.-,O

Unitel States in uneultivted. Iu the. courue of tue,

aur pop ulation et a huidred millosîs late ,î1reAse

te hundredu, of millions, and, lcoking ahead evénit-' f

thc leigth thot Eîglaîd bh o ga her l4seor, -w.

sec tic poteatini value et al thése idle ae' at

in, why the. figiit te kccp oui land- sud. le Improve the.

land laws sud, ta strcigticftithc wiole cause et con-

servation in se important lu- the. United States.

THE BULL IIOOSE.t

A ncw party, or, ratier, a iew.,moyeinnet. The

significant'thing about'-Ilit ot4thib làdeý,Vbut thc

principles advocatcd. Ile may Pas's'aey 'fdd many

et the Adullanhltes lu, ils camp may' return te thcir

old lave, but tic idea et gavemnicuit for;hepeople

by the people will remain. .Whube tii. .xti'e*e nat-

urnlism et tic îew movemetis everloekdiaid tic

declaration et a nationgl policy lu suci an, extremfe

f orm was no douht a political neceds.ity), there is

littie on the platform that will not commend 4avor-'

able citicism. Although the "Bull Moose" may not

be in our minds aur ideal character, not so captivat-

ing indeed as thc nominee oft tue Deniocratic party,

w-e are forced to admire bis strnegth and ta endorme

Most of bis policy.


