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wouid delare that Sir &~rthur Sullivan
in his lighter pieces iwas similarly
biese§ed."

When a mueician gives to the worid a.
geat opera, he has done a big thing.

fi the producing of what is termed good
drawing-roomt songe the musical publie
ies erved in a different way. A great
maany of the composers are prolific w rit-
ers. We think of Arthur Tate, Hermann'
Lohr, Jack Thompson, W. H. Squire,

v Jack Trelawny, Liza Lehmann. d'Harde-
lot, del Riego, Dorothy Forster, the late
Noel Jqhnson and others who each have
Inany successful works to their credit.
And when it cornes to lyrice for the songs
the same thing applies. One of the niost
frequently seen names ini thiseconnection,
wbose words are used by various musi-

ianh and publishere is that of Ed.
Teschaiflfcher.
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nore than twvo dcaths in one year wifl
ollow in the sanie famiiy if a black

)ck be not butried rilive wvith the second
Orpse. Until the funerai bas taken

lace, it.is not etiquette to eat or to,
Irink or to do any bouseîvork. And, as
le Serbian peasautts believe that the
zul of the dea(1 erson remains in the
ouse for s;oîe twenty-four hours after
death, a loaf of bread and a bottie of
luma Nvine or of spirits are piaced on the
table of the room 'in which the deceaged
xpired, and renmain there until the
von is lowered into the grave. A coin
is also thrown don on to the coffin lià
before the soul is turned in, Bo that the
.eparted shahl not eter the other world
empty-handed.

During the first twelve months of
nourning the ý%%omen of the househioid
pay five visits to the grave. Until the
year is over they'must neither sing itor
weaT' fiowers. Five feasts for the soul
of the- departed arc also heid during theý
twelve'mnonths, the guets aiways brin,-
ng their own food with tbem. Any-
bhing that is left is afterward distri-
buted among the poor at band.

But Christmas in Serbia, that land of

pigs and pium wine, and poverty, bas a
ritual of customs deerned of the great-
est importance. The native word for
Christmas Day is "Bojicht," wbich means
"The Infant God Yi and its celebration
begins early on the previbus morning.
Aiinost irnrediately after dawn two of
the youngest of the farnily go out into
the nearest forest or woodiands, and
carefuly cut down a smail oak. To
bring good luck it is requisite that the
tree falîs toward the east. If through
miscalculation or carelessness, it fails
towvard the west, mislortunes are to ho
expected during tbe coming year. Two
logs are then sawn off the oak, one of
them larger than the other. The e are
termed the "Baduyak," and have to ho
lept burning f rom inidnight on Christ-
mas Eve. When the baduyak je put
into the fire on the. open hearth the
thieker end which sticks out in smneared
with boney yen tbickly and on Christ-
mas morning, as soon as the farnily are
al-up tiîey greet each other over the
baduyak witb endearnients and the beet
of wisbes for next year.

Roast pig takes tbe place of turkey as
the principal Christmas dish. It in

cooked about four in the morning, and,
as it is the custom to fast on Christmnas
Eve, every one falis to very heartily.
But no one ever thinks of eating a
mouthful until thc,. irst Christmnas vis-
itor bas arrived ti eet the family.
This individual iýý knot-.n as the
"Polozuik." On entëring the bouse, be
waiks up to the hearth and strikes tke
baduyak a blow, saying, as the sparks
fly out, "May you bav'e this coming
year just as much good luck, proeperity,
progress and happiness as you wish."
H e then embrares the famiiy, each one,
aerose the burning log and je kiseed i
turn by ail present. Prayers are offered
up by the bead of the bouse. After this
the roast pig je put on the table, to-
gether, with stuffed gourds and roasted
onions, and the feasting begins, it may
ho trutbfuIly eaid toecontinue ail day.

One wonders bow many of Serbia'e
traditions and customs wvilpaw inathie
war of Armageddon. AuZdy her
Joises tbroughout ber four years of
aimost constant fighting bave exceeded
64 per cent of her maie population and
sorne 28 per cent -ü the women and
children.

.~~IIIIIIIII R A AOUT THUSREA AU*T-O
---- w'

LKS' Among the Serbiana o
Serbia is, or rather was, the land of t%

piiie thinigs and primitive beliefs. à
oetyand implicity are everywhere tl

visible in the bornes of the peasants. bi
Their bouses are of the simplest. Some
of tbe dwellings are buît of adobe and
thickly whitwashed, most of thein show
tbe brown mud which has been piastercd
upon a basketwork of willows. Roofse
are everywbere constructed of reede, or
wiliowe laid side by side very thickly,
witb the fluffy Hungarian grass as
thatch. Ail the bouses, even of the well-
to-do peasants, and often of tbe middle
clase, are of one story and of only one
or two mooms. They are set well back
from the road and in a yard usually
eurrounded by sheds and pig and cow
bouses.

A visit to the bouse of even weatby

grain raiser shows the narrow\border-
land between dearth and suffici icy ini
Serbia.

It ie a littie two-roomed dwefling
built of adobe and whitewasbed. At
each corner of the bouse appears a

Btnpeof blue and in the centre of each
Wa design in blue je painted. Aboîut
the windows another geometricai pat-
tern in red -takes the eye. Ia tbe liv-
ing room a fire je buraing on the earthen
floor on a raised hearth. Close by is the
oven, also of dlay, with 'bread baking ln
it. Having got id of the many and
flercely barking doge that are much
intcrbnedwith woives, one takes off hie
boots at the thresboid and enters. In
the home itself the men go about in
their stockings, minus boots or shoes,
and the women with naked feet.

A great copper kettie hange oven the
everlasting fine of coracobe and in itare
leaves and twigs boiiing siowiy so as to
yield their purple dye for household
purposes. In an eartbenware jar,
cracked and scorcbed on its outeide withi
the heat, a savorsome stew of pork,
banne, potatoes, gourds, pepper pods and
capsicum ie simmering. Plates of coarse
wbite wane, blue pitchere, lampe a d
wooden platters are displayed on tbe
mantelsbelf of the great open cbimney.
The waiis of the noom are rcd-ochred
and covered with thousande of flies, In
a corner a sheif supports the large tinî

and ýearthenware pane with wooden
covers for holding stores, etc., together
'%vith othan utensils. In the taîl cup-

board hard by the entrance to the cellar
under the kitchen there stand innumer-
able botties and demijohns of plum
wine and brandy, anrack, vodka and ahl
sorts of home-made liquor. In it a

littie sheif boide the caniJ.esý, which the

folk humn at the àltar by' way of devo-
tions. Bebind the living noom lies the
hed room with it~ great wooden bed
and bine walls. 1

When tbe bouse je to bc buiît, thé-
proprietor does not consult any ardui-
tect. Having chosen a piece of ground
for the purpose, be puts on it seterml
lumps of rock or large stones. If in the
xnorning a frogr or other living sinal
thiag je fouad when these are liftei,"1Ill
site je regarded as satisfaetol'V an!

building je begun. Even the presence of
a worm is suffieient to the rural Serbian

to bring luck to bis new bouse.
The attitude of the average Serbian

towand deatb je that it is merely a coni-
scquence of Nature. They kep tbou'

coffin boards in their lofts and a brrel

of stnong plurn wine, -,hich is as trotig

as any alcohol, in the cellar, to be 11*u'il
at the funeral by the survivôrc. w'Iio ll-

ually then induigein à f ast. Thpro .r

strong belief among a1l - erbihu' f bat
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ESTIMÂTES
ALLOWED FR££
with your aubseription (either new or renewal) to The Nor'-Went Farmer. Note the foliowfngehedwu:-
1 yeaaSub"itcnlp1f, 2e;j.Os 4Ly" sbmi.eal,$280... t auti

3"1.008.....

BrECIAL-If you wiII ecure andi .ed us auberiptioni aofarinera, o thom yolzr own, w. wM ! uI@w pu

double the regular aumber of estinates on each one you send in. The.more e tme you havel and the eanlh

you send thein in, the better ame your chances for winning the. blg prise.

DO NOT HENTATE b otake quick advanta4ge of thia ,eapkable p Onp a ub aiisipdOlo ea zaktba

farm paper at very Iow.coet and the oppotufity ta Win tisi. test Mode! Tourng Car ast no extra chare nd

for f ree sample copy of The Nor'-West. Fariner and rireulanwiith complets description of th"u magnifaoent a0&r, or
fiü in and mail the coupon, with your remittance ad ettifflt5.

VALUABLE DIIOEXATION-The - -mm 
-@m-m

wheat sample coftaiiti eiSctlY five Daundf r Tm NoB-WEBT ia»
of 1917 No. 1 Northern. Count ail or certain ~Cnd
p>art of this quantity and malte your esti-
mates of thc number of kertels in Bm u.s a ....... el<WmbOtPIBh
paunds.In thc 1916 contest aur aample moedad8.........bigm um ~ t

.wîhcdten pouadeanmd contained 175.39I h o'WtFre o.... .t.Tt thSmkernels. In 1915 we used..four pounds,
which contained 59,811 kernels o............etm"st orF Tourtng Qat.

Row rmanl hernea in lDY Pouiles Conteat. Ny ..umatei aneas foilown:.4 .

Of 1917 whes ? i. . .
Addrem alal letters . . . . . ... . . . . . . 1- - . . . .t.. . . .4 . . . . ..

s- t ~f ~'vo;s--.

WINNIPEG, CANADAÂ.................
CLI~ coUOtI....JPoit office

~ Turn~Car Given Away
~TES Sm;it's a fact? This brand new Ford Toturing Crwl

Id Jbe gvenaway .bsolutely fr o 0the fortunaepesn who
. first estimates the correct ornertcoec ubro

I~kernels in five poundp of No. 1 Northern
z Wheat, wbich our Ofcial Contest Judge
< has selerted and deposited in the vaults of

Sthe National Trust Co. tunder hie pereonal
< alyoucnwntl8mAPg1iCI1îPdze.

0 The Nor'-We8t Famrin at or
àaetbihe ovr33y " ued twlce

firet-cisUsareadini matter aec itn
Written Witb an ntn to beip and

2 IteetCTOt Vety IDIbf O'f'the farta bome.
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