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'xmhcale[l that it proceeded from an organued body of
enemies.  This suspicion” was immediately  afierwards
strengthened b_) information, taken upon oath, detalhng
the secrel signs, organization and intesitions, of the Society,
of Palnul lhmlers, and the confessions-and. declarations
of the capme fure:guers and trajtors, who were taken in
the Nm&,ara District, corroborated tlm mtclhgeuce,

But- notwnhsiandmg the rea;(ms I had for plamng

coufidénce in ihis mfurmauon—the secrecy obsened by o

- the couep:r'xwrs-—lhe extieme wickeduess and rashness of |}
' the proposed mewsure——dxe silenee of the frontier press,
bvforc s0 clamoron:-—-nnd the quiet of the Teéutier towns,
at onie time so agitated—were well caleulated to cause the
numbers and resources of- ‘the conspirators to be’ umlcr-
rated, and 1o indice a beliel’ thiat the presumpiyous prq;ect
g:uf m\aduvr ‘Canada would yot be attempted. .

Aﬁcr a short while, huwever, further praof was. gnen
' hlha! a conspiracy was actu'xHy organized, and that the
:combzuatwn estended along-the whole live of the fronuer,
_ from east {0 west. T lhuubln, however, ﬁml the accounts
' bruught 10 we must be emggented and that the parties ||
naned as bent" accomplices, could ne\er have so.far tom-
promlsed ihur charnclers, as to -have conntcmnced such a
scheme; and though. sdemly prucccdmg to make solne

" essential prepar‘uwns for defence; 1 sl did - not entirely |}

rely upon the statémeuts whxch were at !lmt ume made io
the Go\'emmenl. Lo S

But as the mfurmauon I commued lo reccive became
more midute, and proceedéd from various quartets, L could|.

ne longer doubt that thie confederacy compnaed a body. of |

many thous:md persons; w huse numbers and’ resnurces were
dmly m('redsmg and what_constituted the ‘most revalting
~ and alarmmg feature ‘of this odious transaction was, the
positive: declarauon, that many persons of weahh, nnd no(
. .wfew public functionaries in the frontier cities and towns,

2" "had mumalely cmmected sthe msel\'e:. with - thls crtmma} i
- alliance. T —

- “As.the crisis drew nearer,slrangers, without ostenzible
busmess, -and nder various pretences, *were discovered
" 1o be scattered lhrqu;,h the: Province.* ‘ ftw as ascertained
that constant intercourse was kept- up between the lodg,es
- of conspirators in lhe United States, and theie adherents
- in Camda. . The’ hopes of the dzsaﬂ'ected appéared sud-
denly 10 revive.. The intelligence from various quarters
comeyed o this Government became more. definite, shews
ing the ummedlate intemtion. of ile enemy to be the destrue-
- tioh of the British S(eam-boam, and theseizing by surprise
_and simultaneously, several posts wilhin “the Canadian
"boundaries,. where the dislfoyal might sally around +the
invaders assemnbled in -arms, and procure reinforcements
. and suppl:es from the United States, .without -the risk of
any collision -with -the American Authorities,  An insur-
+ rection in the. Lower Province was’ to be the sxgnal for
- hestilities all along the line.

Under these’ mrcumstancew [ took decmve measnres
10 give immediate confidence (o the country, snd. to-ensure
the security of the Province : and in’ now’ meeting you,
althougli ‘I deeply - deplore that' Her Majesty's” faithful
 Subjects bave been cxposed to the greatest prwatzons
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and hardahlps, and’ lu the severest domestic mgunes Ve

nevertheless enjoy the satisfaction of bcheung, that
owing 10.out stite -of preparation at every point, (Ixe‘
foss of valuablé lives has beew limited,-the moral character -
of: the people of Upper Canada slnkmgly exhibited, and
ke spirit roused tbrongham the Province, that will long
survive, passing “events; and gremly tend to the fumrq

] slrenbth, security,’ ‘and u-.mqmlhw of the Coumr,

- After all the preparatmns lhat were 50 manv montha
in progress, and afier the cxpendnme of such large sums
of money, voluntarily coutributed, as are generally given
rt*lucmml} even. for ‘national ulyeclﬁ, ‘the couspirators auig
revoluuomsta were 50, enure]v overawed ds to have. lnmued
their operations to one auack upon “our. frontiery near
Preawu, aud to ‘another in the vicinity of Sandwnch.

1Not'a SubJecl of Her M‘ueﬂy Joined- them after- thejr”

Imdmg, in bmh atwmpla lheywere signally. defeated— |
and the result was the deslrucuun or capmre of nearly the
whole of the banduu.

“In al!ndmw lo meae e\'cnis, it is uupusuble I'or me.to,
pra:se too highly the gnllamry of the - Militia; the fidelity -
and’ prompt_ services of the Iudmn Warrmrs, and the
| patriotism of a vast majuruy of the ]nhabnauta of !lus

Prounce, who have couspmuuusly vied with each oxher o

n the mmnfestauon of -a devuled auachmem to our Most

Gracious Soverezgn-of an emhusmsuc affection for.

their Coumry-—and of dcep regard ‘for lheu revered
Consmunon.

Our grest securuy agmnst dnngers resulung from a
cambigation: between the_disaflccted i in the Province, and
their. confederales among the populnuou of ihe Lonuguons
counlry ‘consists inour happy union with the British Empu‘e‘ .
‘Fhe main foundation of the ‘hopes of discontented persous,
in dus Pro\m‘ce, aud of their. foreign supporters, has
been a mischiévous nouon IlldﬂS(l‘tOUaly propagated,shat -
Lugland would desert her transatlantic [possessions in their

hour of d:fﬁcnhy and dauger-thal whenever the machx— o
natioirs.of internal-traitors, or threats of external boslnlll.y,
wight render the: ptotecuon of these Colomes burthen-. -

some,’ the assistance of ‘the Mothér Country would be

avithdrawn, and their loy al inhabitants left alone to support -
a mosmncqual conflict. This false and pernicivus opinion .

lias given: eucoumgemem te treason—influenced the cou-
duct of the smvermg—-excued ‘the apprehensions” of ‘the -
timid—and even put to a severe test_the conltancy of the
IO) al and resolute, It has turned the tide of immigration

from our slmres-—transferred the overﬂomngs of British
capital mto ‘other chamlels-—xmpalred ‘public credit—

depreciated the value of every description of property—
and in a word, has been the prohﬁc source of . almost -
all our publ'c calammes. - '

Recem ev ents, Lowever, ha\e cIenrly demonsu-ated
that the ﬁdeluy of thie mass of me people of this. Province’
is not to be shaken by the severest lrwls._ Expenence
has alsoproved, that under all circumstonces- you may

confidently rely on the fostermg care of the British Empire;

and I have been directed by Her-Majesty to convey 10

you the most positive. assurances of Her contiuged pro-
tectlon and snppxm. RN B



