
372

Our tontrfbutors.
A FEW SLIGHT CHANGES THAT

MIGRI NOT HURT THE GEN-
ERAL ASSEMBL V.

13V KN;OX(NIAN.

Spots are eaFily visible on the sun and
Ilttie defeets are easlly seen in the work-
ing of a good eclesiastical court like our
Genîeral Assembly. if the defects are flot
seen by everybody tbey are hieard of by
not a few, for tbey are <iscussed in the
lobbies, on the rallway trains as the inem-
bers return bUoe, and, worse th&n that, in
some of the manQes after they returu.

Let ail due aliowa.výnce be made for the
fact that nothing or nol)o(y pleases every-
body. The Confession* of Faith does flot
plea8i' ail Preshyterians. There are a
few people even in the Presbyterian
Churcli who eem i(li--satisfled with the
Bible, especially %vith the Old Testament.
Any number of lpeople have a quarrel with
their Creator at the present time becauFe
Hie does flot Fend dry weather.

Sncb. belng the case, no reasonable man
expects that everybody wlll be pleas;ed
wlth a General *Asembly. Stili It wouIld
be a good thing for everybody to try
to ralse the satisfaction to the maximum
and reduce the grunîbling to a minimum.
Witb this end ln view we make a few
suggestions.

Wouid It flot be a good thlng to have
the business or the Court more generally
d1etributed anîong the tu)embers? There
wa.î a good deal of talk about "concen-
tratior.' lamt year and there Ir, more or
less et'ery year. It is alleged that the
Rame 'members are continually on the plat-
forni whlle others sit day aiter day in
the pews pnd dIo nothing but vote. Isî
there not some ground for this complaint?
Not long ago we heard a good brother-
a mai a-ong way above a chronle grumb-
ler-say that tbe Apsembly had ceased to
be a deliberative body and had degenerat-
ed lntc, a public meeting wltb a few speak-
ers ami an audience o! two or three hun-
dred.

Now, let It be assumfe( that conveners,
collegc men, and a number of others in
charge of special bu4iness have to present
their reports every year. Let It aiso
be assumed that there are men wbo have
speclal glfts'for busIness, and so long as
Preshyterlans have commnon sense their
motto should be "'the tools for the mnen
,%%ho caii use tbem."l Let tbeFe tbings be
assumed, and stlll the fact remnains that
a Preshyterlan Cburcb Court ln which al
the members have equai standing and
equrl 'rights sh1ould not too closely re-
semble a public meeting. The best of
meu are likely to become -weary sitting
these bot days llsýtenlng to the samne volces
every year. AIlittie variety is a pleasant
tblng even in a Presbyterlan Church
Court . Besides If a man goes ye at ater
year to the Supreme Court and la treated
as If he were a mere spectator who can
blaîne hlm If lie considers hlmselt a spec-
tato)r wben tbe bat las ent# around for the
sceeies. And the bat goes around pret-
ty often ln eome congregations.

Complaint is also made, and for many

old onee don't attend any better than the
new bvones.

*Temporary committees are always need-
ed during meetings o! AF-eiby,and it bas
been alleged that the composition o! thfee
committee8 shows qulte clearly that there

is a trong tendency towards centraliza-
tion lit the bnsincxs o& the Church. Tech-
nicaily these comniiittees are often struck
by the Md4rýrator, thoughl t is generally
und ersýtood that ino t Moderators get soate
one to do the work for them. 'No v, i f
there is aaything to remedy, the remedy
P, as simple andl easy as anything can be.
Let tite Modei'ator insis't th-at-when a mem -
ber mnakes a motion referring anything to
a cominmittee the memnher miaking the mo-
tio<i naine blis conmittee. Tbe AFsembly
cati apiloint themi or not, andl whatever
happens tîhe Assembly itseif wil l)e re-
spons ible. Any (ne man naining a lot of
comniittees ivili necessarily put a consid-
erable nuinber of the sanie men on them
because he lknow-s only a limited numlber
of muen to put on. Let the old finishing
wordIs ofinîany a res-olution-"Conimittee
to be nanie( by the Moderator," be struck
out andl the names 0f the conîmittee the
inover ivants l)e inrerted in their pilace. As
a gemeral thing the man says " Coînmittee
to be nameil by the Moderator" simply be-
cause be does flot want to take the trou-
b)le of striking the commlittee hinwelf.

liies as nmore to dIo witb the busi-
nes.s thau respect for the chair.

Th(- evening meetings, caiied by court-
esy popular, shouid, as the Halifax Wit-
nes88 tersely put it, be mended or ended.
Therr should be better >inging, shorter
speeches and more of them. There ie
abilIly enough in the Supreine Court to
conduet a dozen good meetings on any
eveulng. The thing nee(ýed is organiza-
tion. Whose duty it is to organize wve
(1Io noi knowvbut somebody ,-hould attend
to It.

It ivouid be a decided improvemient if
memibertt addressing tIhe Court -w'oîld
speak froîn the platforna andl the Modera-
tor miigbt announce their naines before
tbey begin. A member speaking in the
body o! the House lias bis back turned to
bal, or two-tbirds bis audience. That
position does flot reniind one o! bis early
training in good înannei-s. It does not
help a speaker to do bis best work if be
hear., thosýe around hlm whispering, "Who
is that ?" Nor does It belp one to bear
jf one eN guessing the naine o! the bpeaker
ail through the speech.

lt w'ould add a littie to the dignity of
the proceedings if the members rose whien
the Moderator comes in and reutained
standing until lie took thc chair. Law-
yers aiways rise w-hem the jtudge enters the
court. room. Any fear that rising to Oioîv
respect to the Moderator muilbt show some
subI le and dlangerous connection between
Churc;i and State should be ailayed by the
facr that the Asïembly of the Free Church
o! Scotland always rikies îvhen the Moder-
ator enters. The Presbyterianlsm o!
young Canada is flot suffering froux too
miuch respect for constituted authorities.

Sonte wise man said that trifies make
perfection, but perfection N no tri! le.

The greatest improvenient, bowever,
that the General Assembly could niake
wvoul(1 be to spend less time over littie
Items of buAsness and more on vital and
important matters. Using a trip-bam-
nier to kili a musquito N aiways an un-
neceeary expenditure o! time and force.

SENEX, 7. K MACDON MD AAD 77/E
AGED AND INFIRM MlINIS-

recelve(i. *75 last November wben I was
only entItled to recelve $.50.

That la flot the only hai-dship whlcli I

liav-e suffered. Whien nxy petit ion ivas be-
fore the Comimittee of the Generai Asjem-
lily o'- leave to r-etire, 1 presentcil receipts,
fromi Dr. Reid showing tîtat 1 had paid
into the AgetI and Infirin Ministem--'Fîind
ail dlaimis again't iie for eighteen years.
I tvas only allow-ed creilit for having i7er-
veti th(- Church ten years. 1 learneti some
tinie aiterîvards that a report bail reacb-
ed the Comiîttce that for several yeair:
1 liai ceaaed tb ,ervethie Carada Presby-
teriait Cliurc and lhad been in the emi-
ploymiem of the Anterican Preshyterian
Chnrcb. Now, îvhy nvsxot tbbc ca'e thor-
oughly mnvestigated, and ii I w-as guilby
o! abteinpting to obtain nioney under faise
pretences, as would have been the case
if the report bail been true, w-hy w-as I
not leait %witb ? Instea(1 o! tiis I1ivas
condeinned witbout a hearing and I
war reru-eti redilt for eigbit years' sexrvice,.
Anot ber pîca for- cutting d<>wii iy -ermm of
service to ten years ivas bliat 1 ivas a
part o! the timie euiplbyed lu supplying v-a-
cancies and w-as flot in a pastoral charge.
In repiy to this I %vouil say that -heui
I resigned my pastoral charge and en-
g:iged inlatbbcwork o! supplying vacancies
-7as I bad no annual -alary on wbich my
rate ci payînent into the Fun(i -ould be
eomputed-I explained my position to IDr.
Rteid tmn0 requesteti him bo fix the siiim lie
thouglit 1i sould paiy. He kinlly dii :o,
ami I paid the sain lie namiîed up to the
tinte 1îîetitioned bue General Assembly for
jeave to retire.

Now, if it ivas only pastoral îvork for
w-hi a minister ivas bo receive credit, amui
tbe work oe supplying vacancies ioîmuite!l
for notling, w-hy did not Dr. Rteid i niWriii
nie wlien I laid te niatter hiefore hum ?
If 1 had bîmhemi been told 'w-lat 1 w-as tolil
a nuinhier of years afterwar-îs, I wouid
have w-,Itlimdrziw-t anti gone back to the
Ammîciican Clhurch w-liere 1 camme froîn ;buit
on the strengtb tof tue'ariramigemment 1 itail
matde tvith ])r. Reidi I contiumed to serve
the Clîurch till 1889, wlmen 1 geV leaî-e
froimi the General Assemibly to retire.

If bbc regulatlon under w-hich I served
the Cburcb andi paid ny money had been
carrieiont 1 voult bai-e been in receipt
oif $190 a yeair iiîstemtîlo! $100, as aI l)re-
sent. I liai-eflot bhe leasbtidotiht but if
.1 coulil have got my case fairly before the
Geiter il Assenîbly I would have been deait
îvitb both justly and generously; but froni
soîîîe cau,,e, o! wbich I1 am ignorant, the
action o! some of the Commit.bee ivas flot
wliat iniglît bave been expecte4l. Every
annultant on te Fund inust have either
produced a medical cerbificate, certifying
tîmat lie ivas un! it for bue work or be
seî-enty years of age. As there is $5 a
year aildeti for every year's service after
ten, the minister who liad F.erved the
Churcli forty years received ! $300 a yeari
w-hile te one wbo bad served ten years
oDly received $10 hence te late act
takes fromu tboý-e w-ho had the sinaliesb
incoinc and are the muost needy to give to
these who bail the greatest.

But w-by a time limîit of seventy years?
If a man's healtli breaks down at forty,
*wt-lîy sbould lie not be put on the Fund,
insteatio! being burned out to dig or beg
or starve, And if bis bealth and strengtb
sitoulîl be continued to hlm ililie is 80
andi he bas bbe spirit o! the Master be will
lie omîiy boo glad to labor as long as lie
bas theù oppoîtuiiity. D. McNAUGYHTON.

ing begun to carry on the pro-
ceffs of reuewal, to continue it
until the kingdoms o! this world become
thb6 Kingdom o! our Lord.-Dr. F.A. Noble.
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of new idea". At the commeflceel ý- -

the 141h century, relhL<uon uWaz at S a0 . -

ebb; sesuality anti corruptiol pryad.

cd aU clasofes, nadth ie 'harvest SeeO
ripe for God's jutigment. In the terr10E>4
pestilence andi earthquakes wiihlch î j
Europe In 1848 the va Ci' -lm an

ne6t thinkers recxgnlzed a Divine VS
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WYCLIFFE'S CAREER.

BY REV.- PROFESsOR M'LAIBN, D.D.

Tbere tarc few a h wa'ad donc su1ch
awork as Wycliffe, the iorningstro

the ileformat ion, of who-se early careei gE0
lutIle was certaiinly knlown. Tîhe date 0'
bis, birth, anti the coUege inrwili e stlla-,
ledl werc still maltera o! (imputte, antild
faînily hiistory was almost a blîbnk. i
that cotldi bc saiti was that bie ias Pr*&ý
bably hemr about te year 1620 and ttt
lie most llkely studieti in Baihiol ço
lege, Oxf'ord, o! wbicb beeafterwvards bel
came master. The fact that lie sccfle&
to have si)mrng f rom iQ fam ly wbilcii £'t>
peî-'iod ilu its býistory appeared to baye,

slîown a ny l-taning toivards tbevle'W5eo

braceed by ts distinguisheti selon, ugi
in fact, accouîtt for te obscurity 0!1u 5

early Ile. It was certainly noV credWt
tble ýto tlxt,,6cholarsli!îp, or te ProteStý
aait-siii of England, biat f ive centurieS A
pussei sinýce his deatît, ax1 dl we vr
w:thiout a complete editioni o!llus wOrko-
lairge p Iort*ion8 of wlî,iýcb w1ere stili bule
iu tnanuscript forînin trelibraries O!f
Ope. No oine conlil faîiniliarizýe ilX
w';tli Wycliffe ivithout being limpress3et
with the fact that bie w-aft(ra mani o! gift
pîower. bis ivas flot an ortiinary Per8O1ý
a lity-be stýooti out ais ta *nan o! Tare

of Iilmihcharacter, anti of Indomitable iC

solve, sncb as would bave 'matie hlm a
of r'owe-r la a.ny age. iHe litmt noîtithe
strc-ng emotional nature of Luther,bu

lu cieverness and penetratitons, and uilta
ability to grasp the~ truths o! Scrlpturet
lie deserved Vo rank tis li every waY b

püer of tbhe.greht Germi-areformer. Antei'
nent writem' had saisi blat the great triithD

of SVripture recci'ved their first treatIxJt.
h:a Englnnd( at WyclRffe's bianda, antid~
110 smali pral8e tb reinder b lie ,worlc
say thati t was evon as lie laid thei, 11
upo'mi ne, a3tone upon Stone, Ibatý
were reln id by te master woa-kers 0f! W
Clhàch.

Il wam given ta Wycliffe t'O SOW t.~
setid, tand Vo Lut her to reap) the hairv 1t:
It- w'as1 a tesb-ioiny -o his unbl.ei--lsbdti
privatt' ilfe that whlik Romlsb iviiterist 1

soîtgîît t vili4y ei-ery promineut ref0o 0

et- o! #,tle early imies, tbey Itati scareîl1
ever atteniptedti o attack the mery O

thi(s great man. Th-'b -as oii-mng ]ltt00

mucb to bi stiuperio)r intellectuai tl l
as te the undotîbteti fact that bii.s îIcrt
waýs eeply bouriieti by te power o! I)î-
vine grace. lu the absence O! any trecord.
le! t by hlm as to fu!s grow thlir~itu

fli,h fruits o! bis wsork *provedt hat lie~

waýs emixienbly a man 'of <Goil. A Mie
a.s 'bis conit only bave -be-en sustainedb>
a. -deep convicetion of bbci trutb, an eari-'Ot

love to Christ, anti a 'bnrîiing desire for

tue salvabýo-n of men. Il was evident
alkqo that Wycliffe was .m.Inently i>reLr'
ed for bis work by bis traininig. WVbatecVer
might be saïi i O the ?value of adlioi&ot"
pbiioîisophy, in gexieral, tîtere iVais
d1oubt thatitbbc itantis ,of'Wycliffe it'o
a povwer. As a daetcaileia
passeti. bis careful study o!blitefOlt
bion o! ail goverunnent, civil antiecCiC8Iî'

ticlgae hm peialapitde f -11l'


