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TORONTO, FRIDAY, AUGUST 3o, 1878,

STATUE TO DR. CHALMERS.

[HE unveiling of a statue to the late Rev.
Thomas Chalmers, D.D., is an event of
national importance in Scotland. Sir John
Steel, R.S.A,, it was well known, was throw-
ing all his genius into this work of art. It
was with him a labour of love, and so well
has he performed his task that those who
knew Dr. Chalmers intimately pronource the
likeness a speaking one. The sculptor re-
presents the great preacher in his Geneva
gown and catching convulsivcly the Bible
before him as he pourtrays in glowing clo-
quence the value ot the word of God. Uf
course, no other place than Edinburgh would
be decemed apprepriate for the gift of this
monument. Dr. Chalmers was first of ali
professor of Divinity in the University of that
city, and it was here that he led in the move-
ment which ended in the formation of the
Free Church of Scotland. Still as the great-
est triumphs of his cloquence were gained,
and the noble philanthropical work with
which the name of Chalmers is identified, was
performed in Glasgow, we cannot for a mo-
ment doubt that her liberal citizens will
quickly follow the example of the metropolis
in subscribing for a duplicate of the statuc
and placing it in one of her public parks.
We are aimost certain that the wealthy Scots-
men of New York, who have already done
themselves so much credit by placing a du-
plicate statue of Sir Walter Scott and an
original one of Robert Burns, both by Sir
John Steel, in the central park, will order a
copy of the Chalmers statue to be placed near
those of his distinguished fellow-countrymen.
When we begin to adorn the parks and
thoroughfares of Toronto and other cities of
the Dominion with such works of art, we are
surc that onc of the first to be purchased
would be the duplicate of that which hasnow

7

S

been unveiled to the memory ot this great |.

and good man.

The event we are now considering takes us
away back to the carly years of this century
when Chalmers was a raw lad attending S,
Andrew’s University. From being one of the

dullest students, his mind wheaever it came
into cont.ct with mathematics caught fire,
and burst suddenly into genius. For some
years, cven when minister of Kilmany in Fife,
his is a purpuseless life sv tar as the truc work
of a preacher is concerned.  But stll he was
drawing crowds to his vbscure churcks ‘o lis-
ten tu Jus outbursts of Lapassivned cluquence
as he dwelt upon the being 2ad attributes of
Gud, or revelled in Gescriptions of Hia woths
of creation. Suddenly a chaige takes place.
A\ dc .o carnestacss scizes apun his heart.
i{is whole being is transformed, and now he
turns the entire fuice of his mind and clo-
quence to the great gospel thems, Curist
and Iim crucified. Soun the cry jocs out
to all Scotland thata great prophet has arisen
in Isracl. And no long timc passes tili we
fird the mintster of Kilmany settled in the
Tron parish of Glasgow. During thc next
four years Chalmets reached his greatest elo-
quence as a preacher, delivering here those
marven.... astronomical sermons which when
published almost outrivalled the circulation
of Waverly, and whica are admired to this
day as prosc-pocms of the highest order.
The next four years see him the minister of
St. John's parish, in the same city, there ex-
hibiting as a parochial rcformer an adminis-
trative ability and power of application of
which any chancellor of the exchiequer might
well be proud. Meanwhile he had appeared
in London and carvied everything before
him, and a tour tiivough England proved the
depth and extent of his popularity. After
this he retired to the moral philosophy chair
in St. Andrews—a quict retreat from the tur-
moil of the city, and aftera few ycars we find
him in the divinity chair of Edinburgh Uni-
versity. He calculatea on a few ycars of val-
uable work in training the young ministry,
and then enjoying what he was fond to call
the Sabbatic decade of his life. But the last
ten years of his life proved anything but a
Sabbatic decade. Into the discussions anent
patronage and spiritual independence he
plunged. It was a period of exhausting la-
bour. But he along with his noble compan-
ions succeeded in founding that great Free
Church which has spread its branches over
the carth, and which is.foremost in the work
she accomplished for Scotland and the
world.

When we consider the fame of Dr. Chal-
mers as a preacher, as an author of moral and
religious works, as a great parochial worker,
as a man of noble philanthropical bearing,
as a living power in the formation of the
Free Church, as one who united in himself
the practical and speculative, the utmost car-
nestness and the highest cluquence, the sim-
plicity of a child and the profoundness of a
genius, well may we erect splendid worhs of
art to his memory. But his memory itself is
blessed. His most lasting memorial lies in
the affections of Christians throughout the
world.

THE CHAUTAUQUA ASSEMBLY.

GOOD many old fashioned ideas seem
destined to be knocked on the head in

our way. The kind of holiday-making which
we: have heretofore fancied s the right thing
15 getting away from the busy and toiling
world into some quict sheltered nook, and

there revelling in our new found liberty. A

guud deal can be said for this sort of thing in
spi.c of the Chauta. ua AssepiLiy. At least
it scemed to be the ideal of Dr. Bethune
when he spent his vacation amongst the
Thousand Islands some thirty years ago.
We rather think that had the good Doctor
lived to sce the days of Westminister T'ark
ad the Sunday School Parliament, unless
curcd of his old fashioned notions, he would
have betuken himself to some other Thousand
Islands—perhaps to the Islands of Muskoka
~ for fishing and rest. Dr: Guthrie too stole
away from the city of Edinburgh during July
and August to spend a few weeks away from
tic thrungm of men, and to enjoy solitude
among the beautifu. scenery of his forite
loch. Nearly every great Doctor t..°* we
cver heard of was fond of absolute iest and
retirement during holiday-time. Butallthis is
changed at Chautauqua Lake. Here thou-
sands of people do congregate. The cry now-
a-days is let us have plcnty of good somcty
and of intellectual exercise, and we will enjoy
ourselves to our heart's content.

Perhaps a good deal can be siid on the
pomnt of uniting intellectual work with
physical enjoyment in ovder satisfactorily to
spend our holidays. That seems to be the
underlying idea of this Christian Assembly.
Sufficient opportunity may be had for boat-
ing, fishing, riding, and thc other out-door
sports. But at the same time ample provis-
ion is made for the mind. A sensible man
will hardly attempt the whole Thautauqua
bill ¢f fare, beginning with the prayer-meet-
in; at 6 a.m. and attending lectures, classes,
talks, conferences, question-drawers, children’s
meetings, normal classes, gatherings of
alumni, and all the host of them, which fol-
low upon the morning .prayer-meeting and
continue all day long with short intervals for
meals until 10 pm. We could fancy an ir-
repressible Yankee trying to do all this,.and
to crowd into his meal or slez eLping hours
enough of boating and fishing for a relish.
But surcly no man in his senses would go
through such an ordeal when he is bent on a
holiday. It would be sheer madness.

At the same time we fancy we could gain
much benefit by atiending this Assembly.
Afte. bathing and boating in the morning
hows, to attend an immense gathering of
keenly intelligent listeners, and hear an'elo-
quent lecture upon science or the Bible, or to
witness some superior exhibition in the way
of -conducting a Bible-reading or a normal
class, or to catch the inspiration of a thousand
voices as they poured forth their notes of
melodious praise—all this would be delight-
ful indced. And then after an afternoon’s
resting or boating or reading somcthing light,
to take part in some great mceting and to
share in the intellectual discussion that gov.
on, and after a short walk with our foctsteps
lighted by the pale rays of the moon, to retire
‘o our quiet resting-place in tent or cottage—
we th: .k this would prove a day well spent. .
Still clinging to our ideal of retirement and :
rest as best suited for vacation, we think it
would be well to attend the Chautauqua As-
sembly and then repair to sonie quiet spot
to chew the cud after such a varied meal.
It is said that Lord. Beaconsfield has . gouc

‘into’ the-country with an armful of French

novels to recruit his expended strength aftes
“the fat:gucs of congress and of his reception



