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1?. Society it will stand out by itself as the year in which 
3 ■ entrance to the fair grounds was

fair buildings that it has ever been our privilege to see. 
The buildings are not large and are of frame construction; 
but paint is not spared, and they add to the whole ap­
pearance of the fair an up-to-dateness and a business-like 
air that cannot help but impress any visitor. We were 
much interested, for instance, to note that the palace, 
which is to be found on every fair ground and houses 
the fine arts, the school exhibits, the flowers and manu­
factured products, has been built as long as thirty-five 
years and looks quite in keeping with the freshness of 
the newer buildings because^ of careful cleaning and 
frequent painting. In 1.910 a horse barn was built, 
and in 1911 a small building for the housing of horti­
cultural exhibits was constructed. Then came the 
remodelling of the hog pens in 1913, the building of a 
fine cattle barn and offices for the mangement in 1914, 
while this year another horse barn has been added to the 
one already constructed. The sheep pens are older 
than most of the other buildings, but have been kept 
as fresh and as attractive as possible with such buildings. 
There is a combined dining-hall and ladies’ rest room, 
erected some years ago by the Prince Edward Old Boys, 
and this building is one of the most popular on the whole 
grounds. There is also a splendid grand-stand, as can 
be seen in one of the accompanying illustrations, while 
facing this structure, across the track, are the judges’ 
stand for the races and a neat band-stand. Then, 
too, there are separate cattle and horse-rings for breed­
ing classes.

In connection with the judging of agricultural 
products, the Society endeavors to secure expert judges 
for practically every line of agricultural produce. There 
were this year eleven of such judges, covering such lines 
as heavy horses, light horses, Holstein cattle, Jersey and 
grade cattle, beef cattle, sheep and swine, poultry, seed 
and grain, fine arts, pfublic school exhibits, and domestic 
science. Practically the only local judges secured are 
those judging the flowers and house plants. We were 
very much interested to learn that judging of live stock 
extended over the whole four days of the fair. This 
indicates that the Board of Directors are anxious that 
visitors to the fair shall have as much educational 
benefit as it is possible to provide. The management 
is constantly fighting against a tendency of both ex­
hibitors and some judges to rush through the work 
of the show-ring without due consideration for the

than offset by the direct harm worked upon the tastes 
of the visitors by these cheap attractions. inch

erected by the old boys of Prince Edward County, and 
presented to the Fair Association. Unfortunately, 
we are not able to show an illustration of this splendid 
new entrance, but we do want to pay a tribute to the 
management and Board of Directors for the fact that 
they deemed the work of the fair worthy of such an 
attractive and permanent structure.

The popularity of this particular fair may be gathered 
to some extent from the fact that it had this year a 
tendency to disorganize the farm work of the County, 
because there were so many hundreds and even thousands 
of people who insisted on attending. We understand 
that the canning factories made some complaint because 
the fair was held during the week which is, perhaps, 
the busiest week of the year throughout the County; 
that is to say, thé corn crop and the tomato crop for 
the canning factory were being harvested with all 
speed, and the fair so strongly attracted the employees 
and those connected with the canning industry that 
there were too many holidays taken to get the work 
attended to with the greatest dispatch. Just here there 
is a pointer for fall fair managers and boards of directors 
in other places. Originally, the Picton Fair was a two- 
day event; then it was increased to three days, and this 
year for the first time it was extended over four full 
days. For many, many years the fair has been held 
on the first Wednesday and Thursday following the 
21st of September, and ever since these dates were 
first decided upon they have been maintained through 
good weather and bad. Now that a four-day fair has 
been inaugurated, another day has been added at 
either endr so to speak, of the original two days so as to 
include both Tuesday and Friday. The management 
believes that nothing is to be gained by changing dates 
in an endeavor to escape bad weather. It is bound to 
rain on any specified day of the month if one waits for 
a sufficient number oT years to elapse, but it is bgjieved 
that there is far less danger of striking, say, three bad 
years out of five, if some suitable date is chosen and then 
adhered to.

Perhaps the most outstanding thing that is responsible 
for the splendid success achieved to date by the Picton 
Fair is the fact that townspeople and farmers co-operate 
heartily to make the most of the event. The board of
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The European Corn Borer in 

Ontario.
By Arthur Gibson, Acting Dominion 
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Ipells Progress.
On August 10th the European Corn Borer was 

discovered for the first time in Canada. Larvae about 
half an inch in length were found on that date near 
Lorraine Station, Welland County, Ontario, by Messrs. 
Keenan and Simpson of the Division of Foreign Pests 
Supression. The infestation at this point was light, but 
more eastward particularly in the vicinity of Ridgeway 
and Chrystal Beach, Ontario, the infestation was 
heavier.

Since these first infestations were discovered, L. S. 
McLaine, Chief of the Division of Foreign Pests Sup­
pression, has undertaken much further scouting in 
other parts of Ontario and this work is still under way. 
When the borer was discovered at Ridgeway and Chrystal 
Beach an effort was iqade to find the Ijmits of the in­
festation. According to latest advices this extends from 
Fort Erie on the east, to Dunnville on the west, along 
the Lake Erie shore and about twenty miles inland. On 
August 23, larvæ were received from a farmer living near 
St. Thomas, Ontario. Scouts were immediately de­
spatched to this new infestation and their first report 
indicated that five per cent, of the corn plants in the 
fields examined were infested. The infestation in west­
ern Ontario has not as yet been defined, but on September 
16, it composed all of Elgin and Middlesex counties 
and a portion of Oxford county.

On the above date (September 16) an important 
conference took place at St. Thomas, at which the 
following men were present: Messrs. W. R. Walton 
and L. H. Worthlev, of the United States Bureau "of 
Entomology', Dr. E. P. Felt, State Entomologist of 
New York, Dr. J. H. Grisdale Deputy Minister, Do­
minion Department of Agriculture, Prof. L. Caesar, 
Provincial Entomologist for Ontario, and Messrs. 
Gibson, McLaine, Keenan and Vroom, of the Dominion 
Entomological Service. Fields of field corn in the 
vicinity of St. Thomas were investigated, some of which 
were very seriously infested, in one field probably a 
commercial loss of from 20 per cent, to 25 per cent, 
had resulted. •

Up to the present time corn is the only crop in whidt 
the borer has been found in Çfntario. In the State of 
Massachusetts where the pest was first- discovered, 
the borer has been found in addition to corn, in other 
crops such as celery, bean, potato, spinach, tomato, 
rhubarb, etc. Corn, however, is the favorite food plant, 
all parts of which are attacked except the fibrous roots.

The most,serious damage is caused to the stalks 
and ears which are partially or totally destroyed^, The 
borer generally enters the stalk at the upper end 
the base of the tassel and at first tunnèls upward. The 
damage so weakens the tassel stalk that it breaks over 
before the tassel matures, resulting in loss of pollen and 
normal fertilization of grain in the ears. After destroy­
ing the tassel the borers tunnel downwards through the 
stalk gradually increasing the size of their tunnels as they 
develop.

When mature the European Com Borer is about one 
inch long. It is of a light brownish or flesh color, 
some specimens being darker than others. The head
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exhibit was excellent and the biggest ever experienced 
at the Picton Fair. Dairy products were fairly well 
represented; poultry was light; but the domestic arts 
section and the fine arts and school exhibits classes were 
better than usual. All of these we may say were very 
tastefully arranged, and upon inquiry regarding the 
fine arts, and particularly the ladies’ faneywork classes, 
we were informed that there were few of the professional 
exhibitors represented. Some trouble has been exT 
perienced in the past from exhibitors of this kind, but 
if the fair management is sufficiently persistent these 
people can be finally persuaded that they are not wanted.
' If space permitted we would like to discuss the Picton 
Fair a little more fully, but there is room only to express 
appreciation of the fact that mid-way and horse-racing 
attractions were minimized. There were as many as 
8 000 people on the grounds on one day, and the illustra­
tions show the popularity of the fair better than words 
can describe it. At the same time the absence of ex­
cessive horse-racing and a cheap, noisy mid-wày served 
to enhance the educational value of the event and to 
bring more prominently before the people the true 
purpose and dignity of the annual County fair. Far 
too many of our fall fairs give much more than the 
proper degree of prominence to the cheap variety of 
side-show and games of chance. There is a danger that 
the educational value achieved by some fairs is more
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Part of the Crowd at the Picton Fair Watching the Military Ride in Front of the 
Grandstand on Thursday, September 23.

1 IIdirectors is possibly unnecessarily large, and includes 
eighteen members—including a president and two vice- 
presidents. Farmers predominate on the board, but 
some of the hardest workers and the most enthusiastic 
fair supporters are business men of the town of Picton ;> 
In fact, we were rather amused at one time during 
visit, when a pole of some kind was needed for the military 
horsemen who were performing before the grand-stand, 
to see the Mayor of the town crawl up on top of the 
band-stand and bringdown the flag-pole, the only avail­
able pole that could be secured quickly. EveryoiTe 
seemed to be boosting the fair, and everyone was parti­
cularly proud, as indeed they had a right to be, of the 
fact that the membership of the Society numbered 
something over 1,700. It may be a point of interest to 
fair directors elsewhere to know that of this number 
over 1,400 members were secured by the 24th of May.

I / T*1*? fact *s probably explained by the practice of the
Society to take advantage of every occasion, not only 
to bring itself to the notice of the people but to encourage-- 
the agriculture of the County and the development of 
the community as a whole.

We were much interested to find out that not only 
.does the Agricultural Society conduct a County Fair, 
hut on Victoria Day they have an annual event in which 
horse-racing is made especially prominent, and during 
this last year they negotiated for and conducted a Chatau- 
qua for the County of Prince Edward, an event which, 
by the way, would not have been available for the people 
of the county had not the Agricultural Society taken it 
UP- Of course, there is another side to the question 
that of money-making, and one of the reasons why the 
Society has carried its endeavors outside of the exhibition 
held is to accumulate sufficient money to bring about 
the improvements that are constantly thought to be 
necessary. We did not make any special inquiries as 
to the financial s anding of the Society, but we do 
remember being informed in a casual way that in 1914, 
after building a splendid new cattle barn, the Society 
was something like $6,000 in debt, and that this debt 
has now been reduced to the neighborhood of $1,500.

The grounds of the Society cover approximately 
seventeen acres, and on this land have been built some 
01 the cleanest, nicest and most attractive County-
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stalks to live stock.

3. Keep the corn field free from weeds. The borers 
have already been found in smartweed, lambs quarters, 
ragweed, and certain thick-stemmed grasses and weeds.

4. Bum or bury deeply in the spring all infested corn 
stalks, cobs, waste, etc., after winter feeding of stock, 
or mix with horse manure. There is not sufficient heat 
generated in cow manure to destroy the borers.

5. Burn over weedy areas near infested corn fields 
to destroy hibernating borers.
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Some Important Dont’s.
Don’t leave corn stalks standing in the fields all

Unused comwinter to be plowed under in spring, 
stalks should be burned in early spring.

Don’t throw old stalks, cobs, litter, etc., into the 
cow yard to be trampled on by cattle in the hope of 
destroying the borer. _ _

Don’t spread the corn borer into new territory by 
shipping infested stalks, corn on the cob or corn cobs 
either for feed for stock or packing purposes.

-

(

Cull the lamb flock and market only the well- 
grown, finished lambs. The light lambs will return a 
profit for the extra feed given them, and the market « 
will remain stronger.
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