
to hia R reC'>tid uin«| clad in a whit^ rohr., and fiirroum'td with giury, to

thew him that he was in heaven, ani ti* recommend to l.iin tlM caule of the

Diefled Virgil, whom thi 1 1 >tic\(c»t\t reriled.

Some few night! after, St. BHrba, foi whom brother Yecferhada great

veneiation (t^iat IS, another monK dreK up fir the purpoft:^ and t )ld him
that h« Wit « faint, ad that the holy virgin had rhofen him to avenge her
cauieagainft the dunnabtedotliineof the Cordelier*.

At length the virgin herfelfdcfce'.ded iiuj his 'cil througluhe deling,
attended by twn anguh, and commanded htm to declaie to the world th it ^c

was bornin oiiG;inal An, and t',at the Cordeliers \. ere the greateA entmi^:«

ox' her fon } «nd then ihe concluded with telling hitr., that ihe would hor.ojr

him with the five woundi with wtiich St. Lucii and St.' Catheiine hid beei^

honoured.

The next night, the monk having made the lay-brothet drink hearrilj i)f

wine, in which they had infufed aquantiiy of opium, they picrceo his hand,,

his fcfci, and his fide, while he w^s afleep. When he aw ke, he to nd
hinf«;lf all over blood. The monks cried aloud that ihi; holy virgin hnd
imprinted thti Itigmt on him, ana in this condition tiiey expofed him at the

altar to the view of the people.

However, weak ti brother Yetfer wa«, he im^^gined he had diftinj^uifhcd

the v.iice ot'the fub-priur in thu ntibn blefTed vir>^in, a.dbegHtito think

the whole an impofture ; upon which, thi.* moak«, without furthi:r ceremony,
rufelved to poifon him j and accordingly, when he came next to take the

facrament, they give him a confecrated wafer, which they had prcviouily

fprinkled thick with the powder of corrofive fuhjim^te ; the liiHipief* of

which upon his tongue obliged him to fpit out the wafitr, ;'nd there pon the

monks inftantly cried out facriiege, and loaded him with chalii«. To fave

his life, he promifed upon another hoiV, that he would ncvcir revCHl the !••

cret : however, havingfound means, f'tmetime nftowa'ds. to make his

cfcape out of the convent, he went ani made a dilcovciy oH the whole affair

to amagiftrate. The oaufe was two ye.irs depeiid ig ; nt the end of which
time, four Dominicans were burnt belore the gitc ot Rome, the ta(t day ot

Mayi50y, O. S. in coni'equenre of the leiucnce pronounced upon him by

a bifhop ft nt from HQpie for that purpofe.

This adventiifj brou!;ht the monks into that abhorrence which thfcy juftly

deferved ; »nd thofe who heg^n the ref friaiion, did not fail t' revive the

(tory with all the aggravations they could devil'e, never oixe veflofling, that

the tuthor ot this lacrilegious aft had b en punifhed by the fee of Rome it-

ftlf, in the moft exemplary manner. In (hurt, every thing was forgot but

tbeaflion; the people who had I een witnelTes to this ihocking affair were
r-ady to believe eveiy title of the chirgr. of [;rofauatit)n and faonlege

as;^inft the monks, efpecially thove of the. mendicant order, .and in which
the whole church was ncluded. If tttofe who (tiU adhered tj the worihip

of the church of Rome ohjedted, that the holy fee was not anfwerable for

the crimes of the monks, they wevet-ld of thfi vile tftion* of fevaral popes,

who had been a difgrace to their f^cred charaAer and function. Nothing is

more eafy than to render a whole bndy odious by a detail of the crimes of

fome ofits members.
The opinion that it is fufficient to be virtojus to merit eternal happinefs

has been adopted by a great nnmhf^r of the learned meo of our modern
linada } they have thought it abominable to look upon cht father of all nature
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