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The Secret of Power. Why Priest? columns the very spirit of Jesus Christ—that spirit wl^ich 
binds up wounds, unites brethren, stimulates prayer, 
arouses enthusiasm for missions, instructs the young, 

л scatters broad-cast signs of the coming King.
We believe such an ideal is growing in the minds of 

very many religious editor . A distinct change for the 
better is seen in the majority of our papers in the last 
quarter of the century Msy G xt hasten the day when 
all of us who undertake to tasks rellgloiA papsra may 
have the mind of Christ —hie wisdom and power and love 
-that oiir papers may bec ome as breaths from heaven. 

This would he a good object for all readers of religious 
papers to remember when in 
whom we°ei! belong The \іщи«
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Plain Sermons.

Glancing at a shop window the other morning we sawBY RBV. THEODORE L. CÜYUtB, D. D.

My genisl Scotch friend, the lete Rey. WllUem Ar- therein e mnrel Ublet made to perpetuate the memory of
a pastor of a Christian church. His name of course, was 
given, and following It was the title " Priest." Instantly 
the question arose, aa many a time before under similar 
circumstances it had done, why priest t The ordinary 
and true conception of a priest le that he la one who 
officiate* at the altar of sacrifice. That of course, is the 
conception of the Old Testament, and that is the con 
ceptlon pertaining to the term in si) ethnic religions

not, need to tell the story of his having been detained at 
a railway station, waiting for the train to start. He in
quired of one of the men on the engine if they were out 
of water.—" There's plenty o’ water," replied the man,
" but itsnaebWn." Cold water, however good in its 
place, cannot drive a locomotive ; the fuel supplies the 
motive power, or else the train is at a standstill.

The motive power that propel a a church and keeps it
in steady activity moat be generated in the hearts of That, too, la the conception attached to Jesus Chvttf in 
God's people. KEternal pushes In the form of eloquent 
appeals, of special services, of Imported preachers, or 
other kindred agencies may utterly fall of any solid re
sults. It is the Spirit of the living God In the hearts of which he was laid, aa sacrifice ; according to the
hia people end nothtng else which can supply the needed leeching of the word, as the final and consummated 
power. To aa many as receive him. and are ready to «crilce needed In the relation between man and God 
pray, to labor and to give. In сочгрегпііоп with him, he If this is so. then the prteatbood of the minister of religion !*••<**»*. •** 10 *" *** » which
b«,o„. thlspo,., ; ШПЛ ju* In Ih. mm. dsgra. Urn. « h„ l.pmd, o, rath., been fulfilled HI. .... I. ll“ “"**•“* ,*“‘l +**....... , ' ,k*
pomem that Divine Spirit do we possess spiritual warmth, lo ‘lector# rather th.n lo prepste . ».y ot propitiation "h“l* **'n,“" «•"""• •” *«lhle 16. «>U|> of . hlbl.M, 
vigor end converting lufl»nc ^H.»hoco«v.,...h. Wh.n on, divin. Lord vl hi. duclplm on. .. hi. £'“* 11 *“* Urge -or. . .ml cmple.
•Inner from th* «тог of hb..T.do«m,..».l from herald. h. bsd. them no. go ou. » .............  hut » I» ^.h.n dt««.rm. ... ,oo ^..n iml.... of ....... fusto.
dmth.” The responsibility of converting souls, you preachers, telling people the. th. kiogdomol God w.e .1 " 1l"“ “* lh““«bl ““ the pert of tta .pvehe.
perceive, te put right beck on miniver, end teachers end bend. When from the eummit of the hill near Hetheny * “ u ° *M* we ant ■’ > ‘Mr 1 '1 “1 **'
"hH.lt.. perente end other. I. Christ's service. The he wen. beck .0 hi. glory, end g.v. .0 hi. due,pie. .beta, • »"'« ''",h '•'“'Ч*»'» 'he.,

meesnre of e church's power le lie Influence on the sur-- coni mission, It wee not e commission of priesthood. * ** * * " *' “ urr 1. ,.m, n* - * ‘ У
rounding world ; end It. chief l-AneOo. 1.1, turniug Them were hi. word., •• Go ye, end pre.ch the goepel to •-he me. of power I r.echlog t, of thr ho,
people-from derknom to light, from . life of .In .0 . life every creeture ; tell them In other .or,le, the. the w.y be mere dl.pl., of Intellec.tt.IHy hind... It. ec. me.to
of obedience to Chriet. A leek of conv.r.ione, therefore, of reconciliation Is open end thst.il they no. need I. to wo'rd go«' l'n“h„’“end .fpkè d„7wMhèu ?b.

in our congregations and Sabbath-schools and families, come to receive in loving trust him who has made this Urge one. Let the preacher take hia written sermon,
proves inconteetlbly that the water is " use btltn ’ in the reconciliation possible. if he uses one, aud go through It. substituting little
heurt, end the live, of Christian. Christ I, the only The whole conception of the mcerdotel nature of the word, for 1er*., end short sentence.ifor leogend 
effective Inward heel, end Inward etrength end inward Chrletlen religion, it eeems tone, is fetal te the trne „"ook." ,1 hie cTugr”" "on l‘f he l^akTw'.h

understanding of it. As we have said, the sacrifice has mlt » manuscript let him think of hlmsrlf .. » herald
There is a wonderful penetrating and permeating been offered, and witat is now demanded is the procle- who delivers the message from hia I,uni es directly end

mation of that fact. In the true conception of New forcibly es poaefble -The Congregallonallst.

the New Testament. “ A pH eel forever after the ordei 
of Melchlr edek, " we teed of him. In the Kpietle to the 
Hebrew.. He wee a priest presiding et hie owe altar

Intelligibility le really цім «rat rerpruhe of sm , eeafal

joy-

power in Jesus Chriet when he enters into -our hearts,
and is permitted to reach every faculty and control Testament Christianity there is no place for the mass, 
every affection. When a hereof metal is thrust into a
glowing furnace, the heat penetrates the metal, melts it, attaches itself, according to the words of Peter to the 
kindles It to a red glow, makes it malleable, and it is whole Christian church. When Victor Hugo in bis 
then shaped Into an implement of usefulness. ' So doth Krwt novel, “ Les Misérables" makes the nun lie 
Jesus, aa a living fire, penetrate the heart that receives through the livelong night before the altar, making es
tait., purifies it from droee, transforms character and piatlon, as he puts It, for the sins of the world, he causes 
furnishes the perpetual motive to live, to give, to pray, her to do that which has already been done, and thereby 
and to labor for the uplifting and the saving of those 
who are " dead in sin." Reverting to the railway illus
tration—it is always true that when the steam gauge 
reaches a high mark, it is because Christ’s love is shed 
abroad abundantly in our hearts.

Nothing so actually ours as that which we contain
within ns. thief may steal our silver, or our crockery, this idea of priesthood. A priest, if his function* are 
or he may carry off the flour in our pantry, but he can- really believed in, has a greater influence, other things 
not rob me of the food that I ate at my morning'meal, being eqaal, than the mere preacher. It is doubtless 
That is mine and has gone into blood and bone and 
muscle. Our loving Master says to us, “ I am the bread 
of life." Bat he is not bread to us until we take him

я я Я
and no call for the priesthood other than that which

The Personal Touch.
In a great meeting a yotyig man was leaning forward 

on the back of a seat, with his face covered by his hands.
There were many like him, and the workers were all too 
few. " Go speak to that young man,"‘wàs the loving 

UC. lu UU iu«i wuicu U-. ««.=•«, u«u uvuw, -USA !-«.«», command of the leader to another young man who hap-
does dishonor to the eternsl sacrifice for this purpose pened to be in the forefront of young people’s work in
which Jesus Christ has made. When before the altar 
any one mau bssumes the attitude and function of a 
priest, he assumes that which in Jesus Christ has been 
fulfilled, and because of fulfilment set aside. Of course, his loving command. " You must go," he said. Going

into the seat of the young 
shoulder, and in a half sobbing 

I have been sent to talk to you, but 1 do 
not know what to say. But Jesus loves you, and I know 
He is ready to save you." They both dropped on their 

was only a moment or two before a soul

that church.
Hear took possession of hijn, he trembled as a leaf and 

said : " Oh, I can not 
before ; I am not able to

go ; I never did such a thing 
do it." The leader was firm in

historically we know the reason for the perpetuation of down the aisle he d
man, put his arm ove 
tone said : " I have

Ж!]

МЄ is ready i
knees, and it_______ ---- ------------- ----------------------- -----------
was born into the Kingdom. The personal touch of the 
loving heart was the means, under God, of directing and 
winning a soul.—Rev. W. H. Geitsweit.

because of this in large measure that the Roman Catholic 
church has perpetuated the idea. It is, however,: as we 
have said, wholly contrary to the New Testament con
ception of the Christian faith. Those who are sent forthinto our system ; and one reason why so many church- 

members are but little better than walking skeletons is on its behalf to make it known, and press home its 
that they do not feed on Christ. Sermons, services and claims upon the people are not priests bat heralds, 
sacraments are only profitable according to the amount 
of Christ's Spirit that we take in and carry away with 
us. All that we ministers can do in our pulpits is to No other offering is demanded, and the acceptance of 
offer Jesus and press him upon our hearers : if they do this in full and complete obedience is that only which is 
not accept him and possess him, they will die of self- demanded for salvation.—The Commonwealth, 
starvation in sight of the " great supper." And if 
Christiana '* quench the Holy Spirit ”—who is the source 
of heat and life—then the church becomes • motionless 
train encumbering the very track on which the Master 
placed it. What a spectacle for angels to weep over !
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It is good that we have sometimes some troubles and 
crosses ; for they will often make a man enter into him
self, and consider that he is here in banishment, and 
ought not to place his trust in any Worldly thing. It is 
good that we be sometimes contradicted, and that men 
think ill or inadequately ; aud this, although we do and 
intend well. These things help"often to the attaining of 
humility, and defend us from vainglory ; for then we are 
more inclined to seek God for our inward witness, when 
outwardly we be condemned by meu, and when there is 
no credit given unto u§. And therefore a man should 
settle himself so fully in God that he need not to seek^ 
many comforts of men. When a good man is afflicted, 
tempted, or troubled with evil thoughts, then he under- 
standeth better the great need he hath of God, without 
whom he perceiveth he can do nothing that is good. 
Then also he sorroweth, lamenteth and ptayeth, by 
reason of the miseries he suffereth. Then he is weary of 
living longer, and wisheth that death would come, that 
he might depart and be with Christ. Then also he well 
perceiveth that perfect security and full peace can not be 
had in t hie world.—Thomos a Kemp is

Я Я Я

They are sent to declare the fact that Jesus Christ has 
come and that he has made of himself an offering for sin.

Я Я Я

What Makes a Paper Religious ?
It is a suggestive question to ask what constitutes a 

religions newspaper. Surely not that it talks a' good 
When a church has lapsed into the condition that it deal about God and the Bible. There are infidel papers 

exerts but little or no converting influence, there is often vrhich do that. Nor that it avows and contends for 
a temptation to throw the blame on the pastor. If he is particular religions theories or doctrines. The Pharisees 
not made the scape goat, then the brethren who offer who crucified Christ were religions theorists and creed 
the stereotyped prayers in the cold and formal prayer- advocates to an extent which would have enabled any 
meetings, utter the stereotyped lamentation that the one of them, as an editor, to make the " soundest " kind 
" ways of Zion mourn." Confession of other people's of a contender for doctrines, very many of which were 
sins or shortcomings amounts to but little. And all true to Bible teachings, 
this time the patient loving Jesus is—in beseeching 
tones—saying to his people, " Behold I stand at your rarely ever use religions phraseology or, as papers, make 
doors and knock ; if any man will hear my voice, and any direct claim to being religions. Thçy give them- 
open the door, I will come into ’ him." That amazing selves /in the spirit of weakness and with great zeal to 
offer is commonly applied to impenitent sinners. Christ finding out and teaching the truth along the line of 
originally addressed it to a lukewarm church whose God’s revelation in nature and history ; to instructing 
“ water was nae bilin ’That is the message for the and inspiring the young ; to amelioration of hunger, 
hour ; let it ring through the churches ! If Christ's prison reforms ; cessation of war and other things, which 
people desire light, heat and converting power, let them directly tend to prepare the way for the солі ig of the 
fling open their hearts to Jeans. A great deal has got to reign of Christ, 
go ont of ns before Jeans Christ's searching, kindling 
and renewing Spirit will come in to us. That master- papers if Christ should make it out. Of one thing we

*

Nor can we class as irreligious many periodicals which

What the people of onr communities need is definite 
teaching of the things revealed in God’s Holy Word. 
The common people of Christ's day had heard- enough 
of human scholarship. They listened to Christ gladly 
because he indoctrinated them with unadulterated in-

We do not know what’would be the list of religious struction. So the masses of the people of our day have 
grown tired of pulpit essaye on philosophic themea, or 

engineer, Cherlee G. Finney, need to eey thet he never are sure ; no paper would be upon the list which would on science end poetry end ert end politic». They need,
got any inflow of spiritual power until he emptied him- continually wound good people by viclou. nagging ; ,„Д they want. Ood’e Word expounded by thoie whose
•elf. Christ end worldllneee, Christ end selfishness, which would seek to belittle end injure religious men hearts ere filled with the illumination ol the Holy
Christ end indifference to the welfare of eonle cannot and movements which might not strongly endorse lie Spirit When they ask for breed, why give them • 
occupy the same quarters. When even a few eemeet special theories ; which would distort facts, or would ? Or'/or 8,11 ' "*1т **Л*.і!*ЄЄ1.і* **rp*"t A.
Christian, gets whole Chriet into their whole hearts, seek to pull questionable wire, for its selfish purposes; (ollo' th’e^eiempu'of'christ.1 ' тЇгаГег. "'he n"n "i»1
end open room after room to him, end let him own them, which would leeve In the homes where it might be read God honors These ere the men thet the ................
end cleanse them end have fall «way over them, then a captions, fault-finding, suspicious atmosphere ; which people hear gladly. These era the men that will asset

ÏS.7Î& MuchtlM£,,uü"2 râTM - - *• uT£
will lest ; then they will realise what Peal meant when lu Promot,r* , .. Lord will transplant them Into the heeeealy garden
he said" Chriet to yen the hope of gloey."—Bvsngelist. Surely a religions paper should always carry within its bnyead.—*x
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