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The United Empire.

One thing of importance which the Queen's
Jubilee celebration has emphasized and made prom-
inent is the growing sense of political unity through-
out the British BEmpire and the strengthening rather
than the weakening of the bonds which bind
together the mother land and her colonies. Time
wias -not 8o many yearns ago-—when those bonds
seemied 1o be growing slack, when it was being
pointed out by leading British statesmen that the
relation betweer (he parent state and the colonies
could not continpe indefinitely and that, in the case
of such acolony as Canada which had became so
largely autonomous in government, it was to be
expedted, and perhaps to be desired in the common
interest, that the political tie between the mother.
tand and the colony should at ne very distant day
be severed. 1t iwas quite plainly intimated in ceor
taln influential quarters that, when a child of the
Hmpire might desire to set up house keeping on its
own aeebunt, (L would not be the policy of the home
Government to forbid its doing so,

That kind of talk is not heard. now a-days, The

little Banggland ' (dea In out of date, a grander,
political horiron has opened to the view of British
statesmen and larger {deas as to the nation's politi-
cal destiny prevall,  lLeading minds, both in
Hagland and the colonles, are coming mors—end
mote 1o the convidfion that the trae line of develop-
ment does not e toward separation and isolation,
but 0 the dire®tion of mote ntimate political and
fineal relations between the honieland and the
colonies and in a finier cohesion of all portions of
the Dritish realm, so that all {ts forces may be most
effedtaally united in the upbuilding of the nation
and for the well being of the world )

Whatever ay be the diffenities-—and difficulties
ol n werfous charadter there doublless are==in the
the way of Tmiperial Mederation, hard-headed men
are 1o longer disposed to treat {tas a fad, or smile
ab it ana sentiment which, however fine to cantem
plate, must be regarded an having ita place steiétly
among things theoretieal, I the political relations
which have wo long and so happily subsisted e
tween COreat Hritain and her older colonies awe to te
permanent, it would seem essential that those rela
tona whould beeoine closer and wore vital,  Leading
wintenmien in the large welfigoverning colonies are
coming o feel W time has arrived to pat
awiy provinetn! things and to assume the attributes
of wablonality * There {n however, nowhere any
diaposition W0 sever the bonds which  bind the
ealonfes 1o the Mother oowntry, bt on the other
hand, the growing desive 8 t0 wmake these honds
stronger and the wnity of the nation more eomplete,
The federation of the Hmpire may have 6 he olansed
today amony things thearetionl rather than peaéii.
eal, But 1 b vty something for o nation to graap
I thanght wo geand an ides, and the canception of
the sentiment way prove 1o b preliniinary to s
reabsation.  What seemn Daposiible at & distance
aften’ hoeowen vinily pradtivalile as we draw near to
]

'The \‘ll\l“‘ auntabne that wpreas
Thetr satld hastions 1o the skivs

ATe Dromee pAthway s Lhat appear
h‘r i "

Aswe ln evels riae, "

Tl weeting of Heitiah and eotoninl Siatenmen at
the fieart of the nation at this present tiwe b fall of
interest and wignifioance. Never before have aw
Tmperial and calonial Btatesmen seemed 1o have wo
mueh i common.  There appears 1o be. & sense of
wow things {n thelr hearta, & convidtion that o el
spoch in Hritinh Ristory s oo reached,  Noww
has the political horison appeared ¥o great or the
posaibilitien of development and lnfluence for thy

°

British Empire so- grand and inspiring. Hon, Mr.
Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the Colonies,
will shortly, it is stated, meet the colonial Premiers
now in Lendon, in conference to discuss with them
affairs of Imperial and Colounial interest. The time
seems ' specially opportune for such conference.
Never was the loyalty of the people of all parts of
the empire toward their Sovereign and their flag,

and all that flag and Sovereign represent, more

general and hearty. Believing as we do that the
enlargement of British influence means good not
only to the subjedts of Victoria, but to the world at
large, we cannot | ut hail with gratitude the evidences
of expansion and of unity which the Jubilee
celebration reveals in fa@ and in prospect.

L

Guided Though Hindered.

Sometimes good men may be hindered of God in
their particular purposes and plans. This is one of
the lessons which we may learn from the Sunday
School lesson for the current week, God may‘even
hinder a man from doing a good thing. No one can
say that {t was not a good thing that Paul and his
fellow-laborers in the gospel had in view when they
proposed to preach the Word of Life in the Province
of Asia, yet this they weie forbidden of the Holy
CGhost to do.  Again, when they sought to go into
Bithynia, thelr intended mission was still one of
merey and salvation. Their purpose wan good and
their hearts earnest in the matter. But again they
were hindered. The Spirit suffered them not. These
experiences were doubtiess trying to the faith and
patience of these good men. It would be especially
hard for so earnest and strong-willed 'a man as Paul
to be turned back once and again from a work which
he had set himsell to undertake in the name of his
Lord, and the apostle, we know, was not lkely to
turn back In such o case unless fully convinced
that it was not God's will that he should go for
ward. In the sequel, however, we percelve a part,
if not the whole, of the reason why Paul and his
coftipanions were not suffered to preach the Word in

Asla and {n Bithynia. Their Lord had another and

more important mission for them, They were pre-
vented from doing a good work in order that they
might do a better. We cannot doubt that if Pau!
and Silas and Timothy could have gone into the
parts of Asla Minor which they proposed to visit
they would have preached faithfully and perhaps
have won many converts, but a higher intelligence
than theirs saw that it was wore important that
they should cross over iuto Kurope, in order that
they might preach the gospel there and lay the
foundations of the churches in Macedonia and
Achala

And w0, no doubt, it happens sometimes now.a.
days that a good wan finds himself hindered in
something which he has undertaken with a single
heart and for the glory of God. He is not suffered
to flfl hix purpose and he feels troubled because it
seetmin ae {F the Lord had deapised hin offered service.
It i wise under sueh elrenmstances for one to gon
sider that, if hix way ix indeed hedgdd wp by
Providenee, {t may be hecanse the Lord intends to
open for him a way inte more fraltful service, At
Al events we way be sure that the Lonl never
deonplaen any service that it {s in the hearts of His
servants to offer, There 14 work for all, there are
rewards for all, and they who are prowmpt (o ohey

e elenr eall when It comes shall have the way

wade plain for them,  When Paul knew that Ohrist
hatd called hiw to preach Fin gospel he conferred
not with flesh and blood, but obeyed,  When he wan
convineed that hin Lord wan sending Mm over to
Macedonin, he stralghtway set forth, bat he wan
caretil not to set farth on wisslons on which the
Lord had not sent him,

If Paul interpreted the wessage brought him in
vinlon by o wan of Macedowta ' an an intimation
thit the people of that country were conselowsly
walting and losiging for the goapel, he must have
heon wadly disappoiuted when he reached Philippi,
The people of Macedonia knew nothing about Paul
and hin goupel, and if they Wad been told of his
preaching tn Anla Minor they would tn general have
cared Hitle about it ‘The Macedontan ory volesd
nat the conselous, but rather the unconselows, needs

of a people living and dying without Christ, and of
millions of others who, after them or through them,
should receive the Word of Life. So, at the present
day, the cry that comes from India to us is not the
cry of men and women who are consciously longing
for the gospel ; it is rather the mute appeal of a
people so sunken in moral degradation, so overcome
by the paralyzing influences of heathenism as to
have no lively consciousness of their miserable
condition and scarce any conception of what salva-
tion means. If ever a young man or woman goes
from America to India, thinking to find the heathen
hungering for the gospel and waiting eagerly to
hear and to receive the story of Jesus and His love,
practical experience soon teaches them that the
condition of the heathen and their attitude toward
the gospel is very different from that. But the fact
that the heathen are so little conscious of their needs
is no reason why the gospel should not be sent to
them, Theman who lies by the wayside witha
broken limb, fully conscious of his needs and crying
earnestly for help, must appeal strongly to our sym.
pathies ; but if the man were so badly hurt as to be
only half consciou®bf his injuries and unable even
to cry for help, his case would not be less pitiable
and the mute appeal which his very helplessness and
uticonsciousness should ‘make could not be disre.
garded. Shall not the love of Christ as well as
human compassion prompt us to give the saving
truth to. those whose need of it is all the greater
because they cannot at all conceive how' great that
need is } ;

The prompt and practical answer which Paul and
his companions gave to that ery from Mucedonia
meant much for Macedonia and Greece; it has
weant much too for Kurope and America and for us.
And the answering on our part of similar celes com-.
ing to-day. ncross the seas will mean much for
generations yet unborn and for civilisations yet to
arise,
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Editorial Notes.

<The N. B, -Western Assolation met on Friday
last at the Range, Queens County. A bection ‘of
the Second Cumberland Baptist church, 'The nwm.
ber of delegates present was smaller than uwsual,
The meetings were held: however, under favorable
conditions as to weather, and good congregations
attended the services, especially on Suuday. A
apirit of entire harmony prevalled in all the meet:
{ngs and the services and discussions were generally
of a very profitable character, Among those present
from outside the bounds of the Assoelation were
Reva, Dr, Trotter of Acadia College, J. W. Manning
of the I, M, Board and K, Bosworth of the Grance
Ligne mission. An extended report of the proceed:
inge will be given in our next issne,

«From A table prepared hy Mr. Thomas €
Shearman, a New York lawyer, it appears that there
are in the United States 2,000 persons worth $20,
000,000 edch | 400 persons worth §10,000,000 each ;
Lood persons with &5 000,000 eaoh | 2,000 persois
worth $a,500,000 each, and 6,000 persons worth
$1,000,000. The totals of these are $a4, 000,000,000
owned by 9,600 persone,  Of the 20,000,000 petsons
in the United Btates, Mr. Shearman estimates that
leun than ag,000 of them possess wiore than half its

wealth, >Y'et the United States i a country in-

which, aa te well known, all men are born free and
equal, and we all know ' there {a no sueh thing
an luek, ' How then in it that 83,000 peaple possess
wore wealth than the remaining 69pps.o00? It
wuat be that wealth in the reward of '* asmartness. '

P'he extimate wade of Vietorla's personality, "
ways the New York Tribune, s that it has been
throughout a potent and teinmphant St in most of
the great dolngs of her relgn | incomparably wore
potent thau that of any of her predecessors, This,
It way well be believed, a entively true, By &
delightiol paradox; the mest constitutional of mon:

“archa Nas heen the most autoeratie.  The Queen who

han woat of all subordinatvd her will to that of her
peaple has mont of all tmpressed hee will upon them
and upon all the progress of thelr soetal arts, That
i explatned by the Muether analyais of her ehar
avter and clroumstances. 8he lx scen to have been
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