No Excuse or Apology for Gerry-
mandering St. John.

Mr. Blair is the Author of the Clause, Which
-Accounts for ’

4

Its Injustice.

Colonel Tucker’s Maiden Speech—Some Correspondence
That He May Possibly Have _Rgcei'ved
from His Constituents. -

OTTAWIA, July 11.—The gerryman=
der bill has gone to the senate after a
flaal afternoon discussion on. the. St
i, W,

‘But there was a mistake in {l ord-
ing of this clause and the house was
moved back into committee to amend
ft. This directed the ‘attention of the
house again to this feature of the bill.

No excuse and  no decent apology
was en for the St. John gerry-
mander. »The most that Mr. Blair had
to say was that the presént system
is anomalous and that it is improper
for the people of St. John to vote for
the city member and then take part
in the election of the member for the
county. But this anomaly existed long
before Mr. Blair was born and might
have been allowed for two years longer
without serious. injury to anybody.
For it is to be remembered that Sir
‘Wilfrid Laurier has over ‘and over
again stated that the only purpose of
this 'bill is to right a wrong done by
the conservatives. Within a week a
letter has been published which the
premier sent 'to ‘the petitioners in the
Kootenay who asked that their dis-
trict should be recognized in ‘the ' re-
arrangement. Sir Wilfrid replied that
the bill was not intanded to adjust re-
presentation, but merely to right a
wrong that had been done and that
it went no farther than to correct the
evil.

men &

It came out in the discussion that
Mr. Blair is the ar*hor of the: St. John
clause. That accounts for its injustice,
and also, perhaps, for the Dbiunder
which made it necessary to send the
bill back to committeée;, My, Blair may

" have deceived Sir Wilfrid. :‘He certain-
ly tried to leave the-impression on the
house that St. John county was a
municipality by itself exclusive of the
city, and therefore that the bill was
in line with the claims that municipal
boundaries should: be respected. For
an hour seme of the Ontario members |
were misled; but they succeeded in as- }
certaining the true situation from Mr.
Eillis and othar members having loca.l.’
knowledge.

Another intaresting feature develop- !
ed was the opposition of the member .
for St. John city to the bill.’ Mr, Hilis
tcok the position that might be ex-
pected of a_ representative of the St. .
Jckn people. He pointed out that the |
city contained 39,000 people by the last
census and the county only 10,000. The
bill, deprives these 39,000 people of the
right to vote for two members, a right
they had enjoyed since ccnfederation.
It created twa conmstitueicies of equal
power, though  one had 11,000 wvoters
and the other only 3,000. Mr. Ellis did
‘not see any reason for a change at all,
but if it would be necessary to re- .
move -the anomaly which had sud-
derly . become so grievous, it could
have been done by dividing the ecity
and eounty equitably into two ridings,
or by making it a double member con-
stituency, It appears that at the re-
quest of Mr, Blair the government has
violated several principles..

It has departed from the rule only
to make changes where the late gov-
ernment. had 6 done some alleged
wIong.

It has created side by side two con-
stituencies, one four times as large as
the other, and has given them egeual
representation.

‘While pretending to call in judges to
make a division where a municipality
is cut into ridings, it has allowed Mr.’
Blair to be the sole judge in this case.

It has done all this in opposition to,
the representations of the member re- -
presenting the people who are depriv-
ed of their votes, though that member
is a supporter of the government.

Mr. Blair explained that he had con-
fulted the members and found Mr.
~ Bllis was not very strong against the

- change, while Col. Tucker was in fa-
vop of it.: The colonel himself made 4
speech, the first that has been heard
Irom him in the house of commons, It
stands to his record . that his one *
speech during these Your sessions has
been a request-that the people of St. °
John city should lose half their voting
power and that he should be relieved
of mors than three-quarters of the
constituency, - Col.. Tucker expressed
a lofty  disregard for representation
by population and also for ancient tra- :
diticns. It did not worry him in the !
least that the people of St. John had
keen voting for the M'N»"MMQii
members all their lives, and that they;
were now reduced to voting. for one ’
member, giving them a smaller repri
sentation than any other city of the |
size in Canada. Col, Tucker n&d&
he had written to his friends in 8t
John and they had not offered a word
of objection to the bill in thetr Teplles, |
He did not read the létters, but it fs'!

said that some of the replies received !

by him have been discovered, 3
following copies of letters sald to have
been received are not vouched for, but
are offéred on ‘the score than internal |
evidence Yaivo,x'-s their authenticity:

St. John city:

‘“Dear Col.” Tucker—If the bill is
rassed and you cease to represent this .
city, we feel we can bear the loss with |
‘composure, Let the bill go**' g

Here is another: ;

. “Dear Colonel~Tell the govemment‘

to go ahead and disfranchise the city.
Nothing' else can save you.” -
/One more city letter reads as fol-

of their votes, and you will have some
chance iIn the next election.”

. From 8t, John county the favorable
replies to Col.’ Tucker’s enquiry are
said to be of this sort:

“St. Martins,

Dear Colonel—Leave the city out.
‘We can use the whole $20,000 in the
county next time,

“Simonds.

“Dear Sir—Replying to your request,
the friénds here suggest that the bill
is quite necessary to your salvation.
You will need all the county votes this
time' to get elected.”

‘Musquash, :

-“Dear Colonel Tucker—By all means
support the brill. Your record in the
house is so brilliant that we in the
county demand all the glory for our-
selves.” 3

Mr. Powell explained to the house
under ‘what circumstances the local
legislation was accomplished which
M. Blair now quotes as a-precedent
for gerrymandering St. John. Mr.
Blair did the job in New Brunswick
and now comes to Ottawa to cite this
proceeding as a reason why the Do-

minion: parliament should: adopt ° this |

measure. ‘Mr. Powell points out that
St. John had elected six members
against the Blair government, and that
he made this change in order to cap-
ture two. seats. Having done this he
iniroduced a bill which was intended
to have the effect of reviving certain
election petitions ' and unseating the
‘St. John members with the view of
capturing the hives in the by-election.
He was defeated in that purpose, but
suceesded in electing two members in
the county on' the next opportunity,
Mr, Blair had informed the house: of
commons that the local act separating
the county from the city was passed
at the recuest of the county council,
Mr. Powell showed that this was quite
untrue.. The only request ever made
was by the Portland ecity council be-
.§ore the union of Portland with St.
lohn. " This petition Mr. Blair disre.

garded for seven years, and held:two

more elections under the old’ condi-
tlons It was only ‘when the city went
solid against him that -the anomaly
was impressed on his ‘mind. - And it
was only when the  circumstances
seemed to require that a snug consti-
tuency should be set aside for the
government in New Brunswick that it
was found necessary to interfere with

. John. representation at Ottawa.

Mr. Henderson, an Ontario member,
recalled  to. Sir Wilfrid his statement
that no division of a munieipality into
ridines ‘would be: made except by -a
judge. But the reminder. was quite
lost on the forgetful premier.

Mr. Costigan took a hand in the dis-
cussion. Mr. Costigan appeared to. be
impressed with the idea that it was
necessary to do something to change

“the .St. John basis of representation,

which seemed 1o him quite improper.
Mr. Powecll reminded the ex-minister
that he had sat with the government

. Which made and . passed the present

representation. bill and came to think
then that it was all right.

An all night sitting is getting to be
quite the fashion this session. Last

‘evening the house took up Mr. Borden's’

vote. ' The minister wants a milifon and
a quarter of money and insists upon
haying it all voted in one evening.
That is the reason that the house sat
all night and is in session towards
noon on the day following. There are

\ reasons why Mr. Borden’s vote should

pe pretty thoroughly ventilated, and
one of them has alrecady been men-
tioned in these letters. S. 1? 8

- The Bate gontract has already been'
described. “Pen ‘days ago Mr. Borden
promised to tell the house on the fol-
lowing Monday or Tuesday Fow it hap-
pered ‘that ‘H. N.' Bate had charged
freight on zocds sold ‘to the govern-
ment ‘for the Yukon contingent, whan
Mr. Borden himself had told the Hougs
the year before that Mr. Bate was'to
pay the freight himself. This Bate
contract will stand some looking into!
for these reasons:

It ‘amounts te some $35,000.

It was''given ' without ‘tender and
without ‘competition.”: PN

It was announced last year when at-:
‘tention’ was called to the high prices
charged that this was due toithe fact

repre- | that Mr. Bate’s firm was paying  the

freight to the coast.: /
-\It turns out that the prices charged
_are ‘on the whole higher than the Van-
couver prices ought to be. -
_If turns out'that the freight was not’
.pald by the Bate’ firm on Bny of the
drticles except flour, meat and oil,
which ‘were not shipped from Ottawa.
. Mr. N H. Baté 18 & prominent liber-
It ‘was  this .same Mr. Bate who at
the Ottawa convention of 1898 was vig-
_orously  cheered while he adorned the
hall:with a placard or banner: setting:
forth that “Laurier expetts every man:
toido his duty.” ' . Cisoth

There is an Smpression that a cor-

responding aotice may now be.found
in the dspartmeat offices declaring that

}tached.  According ‘to this ‘condition,

‘| treal house’ who tendered at' a higher

prices paid to Mr. Bate, and finds that
in neéarly cvery case he got more than
the Vancouver price. The proof is com- |
plete in raost sases, for the government.
itself bought on the coast the ' same
kind of previsions for the mounted po-
lice. " The auditor general's réport
gives a sta‘ement of the prices in each
case and the Bate figures are almost
invariably higher for 'goods delivered
at ‘Ottawa than ‘was paid | for- “the!
mounted police goods &t Victoria: and
Vancouver. ; . ‘ f
Mr. Borden offers no other excuse
than that the contractor pays the
freight on part of the.goods. This only
means that Mr. Bate bought meat from
Armour’s in. Chicago, who delivered it
et Vancouver with charges paid and
gave Mr. Bate a rake off. It was the
same with the vil bought from the pro-
ducers by Bate, and the flour bought
by Bate from ths millers. All these
articles the government should have
bought at the producers’ prices, and
this would have been done if tenders
had been asked for in the regular way.
The other articles, some $§20,000 worth,
are the ones which were criticised last
yesr as too high priced. it ‘was in re-
gard to them thatz!: Borden expla -

plsedord ket dc

hat the price was paid by |
the country, thus adding ten per cent.
and\in some cases twenty or thirty per
cent. to'the cost, all for the benefit of
the ardent liberal who told the conven-
tion that “Laurier expects every man
to do his duty.”

Mr. Taylor had various other figures.
He found that Mr. Bate received $7.94
a case for canned prunes, while the
Mounted Police prunes were bought in
British Columbia for $6, and the gov-
ernment had to pay freight on the
Bate article besides, For .canned
peaches Bate charged $9.30, and one
dollar freight for goods that were sold
on the coast for $6.60 to $7.25. Even
in 80 small an article as table ' salt,
there were extraordinary profits, It is
said that this salt can be bought here
for less than 30 cents for a fifty pound
bag. Mr.' Bate charged a cent & I1b
and another cent g lb. for freight “to
Vancouver. The Vancouver members
ridicule the idea of shipping salt
across the continent when it is landed
on the Coast from British shipa as
cheap ag it is here. Lard was charg-
ed at 8 3-4c., when Henderson and oth-
er members. say that the common
price in Ontario at the time was 61-2c.
Mr. Taylor went over the whole re-
turn, comparing the prices of each ar-
ticle and -insisting that they were all
from 20 to 50 per cent. too high. J

Dr. Borden and Mr. Paterson, who
came to his relief, rather objected to
Mr. Taylor’s quotation of market
prices. ' But they both recognized as a
competent authority Mr. Earle of Vie-
toria, a wholesale dealer in provisions,
whose particular business it is to sup-.
ply mining ‘camps ' with provisions
packed for distant transportation. Mr.
Barle is a moderate and reliable man,
whose word on such juestions not eveh
his political opponents will ‘que%'
Last night Mr. Earle testified that th
Bate .prices were, in his.  opinion at,
least, as high as the British’Columbia
prices, and n some ‘cases they ‘were
considerably nigher. ‘Therefore +the
Bate firm got & clear rake-off of the
amount of the freight. Again ~Mr>
Earle said that it was not the custom
on the coast for packing the goods for
transport to the Yukon. The Bate >on-
tract . ‘included a charge of $180 for
packing and hundreds of dollars for
the cost of packages.  ‘The firm even
charged for the’ strips of iron:around
the boxes and four cents a pound vfbr
the nails they used, this being double
the cost of the nails. y

Naturally the opposition members in
these circumstances did not feel that
over a million ' dollars ought to: be
voted to Mr. Borden in one evening
without a fnll discussion of these ex-
traordindry business methods. - But
the government insisted that-the vote
‘should be put through before adj \or
ment. Thatis the reason: for the: al
night session. The government sSup-
porters are standing by the ministers
with unswerving loyalty, ‘as  they
woud do if Mr. Bate  had —harged
twice as much as he did and had add-
ed freight several times across the
continent. .

Laurier expects every. member to do
kis quty—by Mr. Bate. S. DS,

OTTAWA, July 12

There are some -interesting features
in the clothing contract. - Military
clothing is now almost entirely made
from Canadian cloth and in Canada.
This departure was bégun by the late
government and resulted in such 'de-
velopment of local industry that Can-
adian clothing giv2s gpod satisfaction.
It is'a triumph of the national policy.
Speaking ‘renerally, the clothing con-
tracts have been made by tender and
the price is concinually getting lower,
as Mr. Borden explains, to the great
joy*of his supporters. At the same
time theré“are some supposed irregy~
larities. - One - firm' “which  provided
blankets was given contracts several’
times  the amount submitted '¢o ten-
der, renewing the agreements after
the price of wool had fallen by one-
third. In another case, according to
Mr. Bergeron, a contract was submit-
ted to tender with the conditions of
Mr. Mulock’s sweating regulation at-

} the work must be-dene in the shops of
the contractors and mnot farmed out
) to people ‘who do ‘it ‘at ‘home. ' Mr.

den- said that the lowest tenderer:
in ‘the case meitioned had ‘declined to
accept this condition, ' and ‘therefore’
the contract had been given to'a Moxi=

price. Now Mr. Bergeron says that the’
Montreal firm has been ‘sweating.

7 % T 000 g - 24 3
In the’course of: the afternoon ' Sir
‘Wilfrid “Laurier ‘made - 8  statement
which has already been telegraphed.
He says that Mr. Bate never gave him

paid for Jartly n cash dnd
note.
that, according to report, he had

and had declined it. Sir Wilfrid’s ex- |
blanation was. prompily -accepted by |

Mr. Taylor, who had spoken of the reé-
rert” in the previous evening, apd

. house, .but that the place where he | J
lives was bought by him for $8500 and | .9
Later Sipr Wilfrid explained | form

bheen offered the house as a present ',

government or doing business with the
government.

. Iff 8ir Wilfrid declined the offér of a
house from his friends, he seems to
Hhave deelined it wisely, seeing that the
house cost léss than $10,000, and he is
to have a testimonial of ten times that
much, Sir Wilfrid ‘had no remarks to
qmake on the subject of presentations
¥rom n.en occupying the relations that
Lord Strathcdbna does toward the do-
“minion government.

9 The disoussion of [the Long Wharf
purchase has been quite fully tele-
graphed. 1It is not yet concluded, as
the item is held over until Mr, :Blair
furnishes information as to evidence
taken by  the valuators. Naturally
there is some wonder over the Tfact
that the government valuators should
have placed a higher value on the pro-
perty than was fixed by ithe owners.
Both the St. Joha members supported.
the valuatidn »f the government arbi-
trators .nd spoke of their qualifica-
tions for fixing the wvalue, But Mr.
McMullen strongly insisted that the
price paid should not exceed $100,000.
If ‘the proparty could mot be got for
that he favorad restoring it to the pre-
‘vious-owne s. It did:not dawn upon

taking the property back affer say
'$200,000 has been spent on it. . Mr.
Fielding, however, made it pretly clear
that he would 'esist “any applications
for a larger payment than $100,000.

There is some interest felt in the ap-
| pointment of the apostolic ' delegate
from Rome, It will be remembered
that Mr. Russell, the Canadian gov-
eérnment solicitor in London, went to
Rome a year ago ard appealed there
to the watican for 'this appointment,
representing that Sir Wilfrid Laurier
was very anxious that the pope should
be represanted at the Canadian capi-
tal.’ The governmert will now be able
to conduct negotiations with '~ Rome
more easily than by the slower process
of sending solicitors general, solicitors
in particular, and other messengers to
the Seven Hills. S. D. 8.

OTTAWA, July 13.—The Grand
Trunk and Drummond railway bills
have passed their second reading in
the senate and thus one element of
uncertainty has been in part removed.
The removal is only partial, because
no one knows what vicissitudes await
these -measures. Yesterday’'s vote may
be represented as an answer te the
charge that the conservative senators
act as a united body on strictly par-
tisin grounds. On this occasgion the
senators 'who have been regarded as
leaders, those who have been minis-
_ters, voted togsther in support of the
second reading of the government bill.
It is true that ihey did so with a re-
servation that they intended to am-
end it in committee. But even, in that
view the conservatives in the senate
were nut united. Seventeen of them
voted directly against the bill and in
favor of the six months’ hoist, and
the number would have been twenty-
four on a full vote of those who
‘were in Ottawa . this week. iSeveral
genators were paired, and as' the vote
came on rather suddenly, two or three
failed to get to the chamber in time.
It may be said that one-third of the
sehators support the bill on general
political principles.  This section in-
cludes all’ the government sugpporters.
Another. section opposes- the bill- on
general principles. ' The third, includ-
ing Sir Mackenzie Bowell  and the
other ex-ministers, while opposing the
measure, 'has consented to accept it
with a modification. These three sec-
tions are nearly equal in numbers.

Probably some _-r;x‘c-)re united action
on | the part of the conservatives in
the senate 'might have been reached
if Sir Mackenzie Bowell had at the
beginning decided upon his own course
and followed out his decision to the
end. It may be of interest to state
what is known generally to the sena-
tors and to the politicians on the hill.
Up 'to the time that the bills reached
the senate no attempt had been made,
to secure ‘an opinion from the sena-
tors as to whether they were disposed
to withdraw their opposition to the
measare. ~Their previous action had
resulted in so many changes and am-
endments that it was possible = for
them to accept the bills‘as now pre-
sented without eondemning  their pre-
vious action. At the same time it was
known that the bills were still regard-
ed as’ improvident and objectionable
by most of the senators, and the op-
position ‘party .in the house of com-
mons had voted against . them, with

| the exception of two members. After
the first 1eading in the senate the

two bills were placed together on the
order paper ‘and two great railway
companies began the work of canvas-
sing the senstors. The Canadian Pa-
cific railway corporation was opposed
particularly to the traffic agreement
in vesrect to west-bound freigit. The
‘Grand "Trunk Tobby" 'was in /favor of
the bill ‘as it stood. = ¥or a week or
'two the rallroad men were ver'y much
in“evidence and then the minister of
justice gaye motice ‘of an amendment
.which''seems to have satisfled the C.
P, R. At all’ events Mr. Shaughnesay .
,and his people digpappeared from Par-
liameént Hill and were seen 'no more. .

+By this time the rank and file of fhe
senate began to look for some sort of
direction in the matter. They began

"to: comsult -and it was found that a

‘considerable number of the conserva-
‘tives = were willing to. let the  bill
through, provided the most objection-

 able featuves were removed,  They

‘were not all of this mind, however, and
.the vigorous canvass of ‘the late Sena-
tor Sanford, who was favorable to the
passage of the bill, met with strong
resistance.  Sir- Mackenzie ‘Bowell. had
Spoken ' rather - strongly  against the

| measure in the sittings of the ‘house,

| tions, ,the ; .
. | mémbeér of the combifie 'controlling

|/the .whole importation and ldeal '-oat-~!
; great injury of ‘the farmer.

wa3d held. In the house of commons
it would oe called a caucus. At this
meeting Sir Mackenzie threw out
suggestions  favorable to the course of
allowing the second reading in .case
the traffic agresement clauses, the most’
serious blemishes, should be removed.
But the meeting was about evenly di-
vided and without counting the chairsi
man, the majority was against . this
proposition. It is said to have been
lost by a majority of one. After this
Senator Perley, representing the ma-
jority of the ' caucus, moved the 'sgix
months" hoist. Still ' later another
meeting was called and it was decided
unanimously that a sub-committee
should be appointed to draft amend-
menis covering the particular objec-
tions,’ and ‘esnecially: the traffic agree-
ment clause. This caucus decided una-
nimously that the minister of justice’'s
amendment could not be accepted. It
was also unanimous. .in accepting the
am2ndment afterwards submitted by
the sub-committee at an adjourned |
mesoting of the caucus. This amend-
ment is undarstood to have been pre-
pared by Senator Ferguson, who hae
acted in harmony with Sir Mackenzie
Bowell from the begirnhing. “S8ir Mac-
kenzie' undartook to give notice of the
amendment, and - while the stalwart
senators reserved the privilege of vot-
Ing for the six morths’ holst, they  all’
agreed .to stand by the caucus amend-
ment and to defeat the bill unless it
were adopted. Sir Mackenzie there-
upon gave notice of the amendment
and caused it to be understood that if
it were accepted by the government he
would not oppose the second reading.

The Bowell amendment has ' not
been accepted by the government nor
by the Grand Trumk. Other confer-
ences have been held between Sir
Mackenzie and the Grand Trunk men,
with the result that some modification
of the Bowell proposition is said to be
in view. 'Meanwhile Sir Mackenszie,
Mr. Ferguson and the other ex-minis-
ters have voted for the second read-
ing and against the six months’ hoist.
And so the affair will stand until Mon-
day. It may be said that there is a
congiderable - dissatisfaction among
the conservative senators over 'the
want of continuity in the policy of the
senate leadership. They might have
been persuaded to follow a direction
in favor of allowing the.second read-
ing and making the fight in commit--
tee if Sir Mackenzie had strongly ad-
hered to one course from the begin-
ning, 1In ‘the uncertain state of af-
 fairs the senators largely followed
their individual direction, which, per-
haps, after all is not a
bad thing. But the  result
is that there is mnow no ‘concert
of action and therefore it is impossible
to know what’ may happen when the
bill.comes to be considered clause by
clause. The minister of justice and the
secretary of state will Lie obliged to
do some skilful steering or they will
find their bill wrecked on some of the
rocks that lie in its course.

Mr, Taylor has something more to say
about the Bate firm, whose leading
-member was once 80 anxious to impress
upon: ithe. country tife fact that Lau-
rier expects every man t§ do his duty.
The Bate firm purchased last year all
the binder twine made by the govern-
ment in the penitentiaries. Mr. Bate
has written to the papers stating that
he purchased the goods by tender. As
a matter of fact there was no adver-
tising for tender, but only an invita-
fion by circular. The government has
stated that these circulars were sent
to all the leading dealers in Canada.
As a matter of fact they were sent
only to the following persons, most of
whom are not dealers in .binder twine:
At Hamilton, Wood & Co.; at Toronto,
John Hallam and- Rice, Lewis ‘& Co.;
at Kingston, H. Moore and Dalton &
Strange; at Winnipsg, J. H. Ashdown;
at St. John to Coll Bros. They were
also ‘sent to the/ Farmers' Binder
Twine company at Brantford, to a firm
in Portage la Prairie, one at Virder
in Manitoba and to the Bate firm in
Ottawa. None were sent to Halifax,
Montreal or Quebec, nor to the largest
dealers in bindesr twine in Ontario. =

The Bate firmu ‘got the whole supply.
They ‘also bought out the Brantford
company’s output, and according to
Mr. Taylor th2y joined the combine
and cornered the whale product of the
Canadian factories. ' Included in the
ring were the Hobbs Hardware com-
pany, controlling the whole importa-
tion from the United States. The up-
shot of the whole affar was that whiie
the Bate people bought .he twine from
the government .1t 41-2 :ents 'a pound,
the farmers had to pay anywhere from.
12 to 15 cents 2 pound for their binder
twine. Following Mr. Taylor, Mr.
Henderson, Mr. Dayin, Mr. Clancy,/
Mr, Craig and other representatives of
farmers in Ontario and the west pro-
tested against the course adopted by
the government. It was urged on the
other side that the price of twine had
been h:geasedw Bbigh price of raw
material owing to the war in the Phil-
-ippine islands, The answer to that is
| that the price which *Mr. Bate paid.
‘was not increas:d. It was the farmer
who made the loss, Mr. Bate and the
combine made the profit. =
, Both the Ontario govermment and
the Canadian: government have been
manufacturing binder twine and yet
the produce is kept at combineé prices
and the farmers ‘are ‘paying Tearly.
twice as much as they did before the
duty was removed. ‘The country gets
no benefit ‘whatever from free = trade
in binder twine, seeing that the whole
import 18 controlled by the same ring
‘to ‘which the ' government sells ' its
product.. ' Mr. Henderson, Mr. Taylor
and the other members say that the
‘government should sell direct to the
farmers in small lots in order to pro-
tect “'the consumer from ' combine
prices  Instead of ‘doing that ity has
firgt re d the d

the duty, caueing some’

¥ &

Bilk: to the

Mr. McMillan, in_defence of the gov-

s | crament, boasted that the Farmers' |
jinds Twine -cm;ﬁy, ‘which' was '

Binder

organized by the patrons’ for the os-

* | tenaible ptirnose of glving the farmers |

meeting. for Y.vconamﬁtlo;xi ;

cqpuq;u:factpﬂel t ;f;an . opera-' |

bmm‘ \

While the best for
all general uses.
Has peculiar

- qualities for easy
and quick washing
of clothes.

Low cost.
* Hlighest quality.

$T. CROIX SOAP W'F'C. CO., St. Stephen, N.3.

was organized to break down com-
bine prices. The farmer had t3 pay
for it all and he has more reason to
curse the new combine than the old
one. 2 8. D. 8.

MORNING BLAZE,

e

Fowler's Geist Mill Practically Out of

‘Business.

Fire Department Did Good Work in Prevent-
ing the Flames Extending to
Adjacent Buildings.

S ——

About a quarter after 1 Friday mor-
ning, Officer Corbett, while patrolling
his beat, noticed flames shooting out
of the windows of Fowlers grist mill,
City road, and he sent in an alarm
from box 51, ;

Officer Corbett, with the help of sev-
eral men, immediately got out the
horses, which were stabled in an ad-
Joining building.

When the firemen appeared on the
scene the mill was a mass of flames,
especially in the top story, where a
good  deal of machinery had been
stored; and where the dust, collecting
for years, was very thick.

Once the streams were coacentrated
upon the blaze it was soon got under
control, and after|a little over an
hour’'s work. the fire was practically
out, ‘and none of the adjacent build-
ings had caught.

The men belonging to the establish-
ment had been working there until
after ten o’clock last night, and it is
believed that the fire caught in the
engine room, worked up through the
shu@es used in conveying the grain
and finally broke out most fiercely in
the upper story. ;

Although an authoritative statement
could not be obtained as to the am-
ount of insurance, it was said that the
building was insured in the Royal Vie-
toria. Other companies had policies
upon 't until last year, when they were
cancalled.

/The fire came at a most disastrous
period, as the mill was working full
time o0 fill @ Jarze press of orders.

It is now practically destroyed, and
most of the stock in it is badly dam-
aged by watsr and fire. .

TRUST IN GROCERIES.

Scheme of English Capitalists to Secure a
Monopoly in Ontario,

KINGSTON, Ont., July 14— A Mr.
Hardy has been in' this city securing
options on- all' the wholesale grocery
firms, with the object of buying them
out. - He clainis to represent an Eng-
lish syndicate, formeéd for the purpose
of Eecuriag contrsl of all the-whole-
sale grocery businesses in Ontario. He
claims to have obtainéd options on'all
the western houses, inzluding those of
Toronto, London and Hamilton. ' The
proposition s to close up all the housex
in' Toronto, with the exception of two;
and lgaving as distributing places one
housé each in ' London;' ‘Hamilton,
Kingston and Ottawa. He was told
here that if hé means business he can
secur2 the five local houses.

DEATH BY TIGHT SHOE.

Boy’s- Blistered Heel Neglected and
Erysipelas Set In, with a
Fatal Result.

NEW YORK, July 15.—Charles
Smith, 15 years old, of No. 1,262 Grand
street, died last Monday, and it was
stated in the death certificate sent to
the health department that death was
causzd by erysijelas resilting from the
wearing of a tight shoe.

Not satisfied with the statement as
10 the cause of dJeath, Commissioner
Black referred the case to Coroner De-
lap, whbo reported yesterday that a
tight shoe was primarily the cause of

Wﬂe\"&' hysiciar Charles New-

man, who madé an investigation for

_the coronere, said to me last night:
.. “Smith was a big, robust fellow.  His
“father is a teamster, cmployed in a

lumber yard at Grand street and New-
ton Creek. ‘ The family live beside the
yard. = Charles wore a cheap pair of
heavy, coarse shoes, which were too
tight for his feet, and the left shoe
blistered his hs3l,  He continued to

work in the! lumber yard in which his

father was employed and erysipelas
developed ‘about & sore at the point
wheére the blister had been.

‘*“His ‘whole leg ‘was 'soon affected,
and the.disease reached his heart and
caused his death three weeks after he
had been forced to remain in bed. He
was. not cared for according to sani-
tary. rules, and had his injured foot

ien - washed he would probably be

‘nowW. A tight shoe blistered his
heel, but negligence caused his death.
Wooden heads ®hould produce burn-

ing thcu‘htl. but they don’t.

cheap twine, made 60 per |cent profit .
last year. This is an odd boast to be |
made on behalf of the concern which !
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