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THE BRITISH PREMIER SPEAKS.

Liord Salisbury’'s speechi delivered
We’drnésdlay a rather vaguely reported
but the premier has evidently made an
important utterance. The fact that he
adheres -to the sturdy foreign policy
which has c¢haracterized the Rosebery
governmenti as well as the conserva-
tive party i8 not interesting. Every-
body expects that of him and his min-
istry. But the speech seems to contain
a strong suggestion that the time is
opportune for a complete reconsidera~
tion of the trade and tariff policy of
the country. Lord Salisbury, like most
other Englishmen under three score
and ten, is by political training @ free
trader. The corn laws Were repealed
when he was a lad at school and it is
not likely that unfil recent years he
ever contemplated a reopening of the
question of free trade and protection.
Whatever weakening there may be in
his traditional ideas has been brought
about by the logic of facts. It is not
at all likely that the premier is a pro-
tectionist in the full American accep-
tance of the term. His present pro-
ject seems to be the assistance of the
farmer by reducing his taxes rather
than by giving him special advantages
in the market. But a reduction of the
English farmer’s tax only means an
increase in the taxes paid by some
other class, and so far as the chamnge
goes it constitutes ai Kind of protec-
tion. It was not long ago that Lord
Salisbury made the statement that the
British policy of freely admitting into
the country the products of competing
nations which did not reciprocate was
generous but not Bmingsa. Thgt ut-
terance did not mdrk him as a convert
to protection, but it ‘indicated a cer-
tain open-mindedness in that direc-
tion. The most that can' be said of
him and some of his colleagues, in-
cluding Mr. Chamberlain; is that they
have come to consider free trade and
protection as open questions, proper
for practical’ discussion and consider-
ation. Ten yeans ago it was rank
heresy to suggest that free trade was
not the settled policy of Great Britain
for all time to come. The attitude of
the leading statesmen of today is that
all questions of this kind must come
up from time to time and be judged
on their merits. This is a bad period
for traditional policies. Nothing can
be regarded as settled umless it re-
mains a satisfactory settlement. Pro-
tection gave place To free trade in
England half a cenmfury ago because
free trade was believed to be better
for the commerce, the industries and
the other interests of the country. It
is now held to be open to any states-
man to enquire whether free trade is
today a benefit to the country. The
day that statesman and people answer
that question in the nenge—lt that
day comes—it will be found that there
is no other great principle involved
than the principle of i ic expedi-
ency.

)
THE DUTY OF THE PRESS.

The fact that a large majority of
the members of the present house of
assembly are liberal conservatives
moves some kind contemporaries to
inform the Sun that it must have
made a mistake in opposing the Blair
government. It might be said, by
way of criticism of the critics, that if
the opposition candidates who offered
for election had been successful the
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proportion of liberal comservatives In
the housé would have been still larger.
It was a feature of the campaign that
the grit party figured in it chiefly as
hewers of wood and drawers of water.
While 1'111 the opposition candidates
but one or two were libéral conserva-
tives, a majcrity of the candidatés on

profession. More than twothirds of
the aspirants on both sides were sup-
porters of the dominion government.
The tactics of thg leader of the gov-
ernment led to this result. Assuming
at the beginning that the “solid liberal
party is with him, and knowing that
only a fraction of the liberal conser-
vative vote in contested constituen-
cies is needed to give him a majority,
Mr. Blair always secures liberal con-
servative candidates when he can.
For instance, im Albert, where the
parties are almost evenly divided,
the' two government candidates, one
of them a Iliberal conservative, had
in round numbers a vote of 1,200
against 800. We may suppose tlgat
each federal party could claim 1,000
of the votes. As the opposition vote
was wholly conservative, it would ap-
\.pear that some 200 conservatives fol-
lowed Dr. Lewis or were influenced
by other mctives to support theé pro-
vincial governnie . .

But half the representation is liberal
conservative. - In constituencies some-

what evenly divided four-fifths of the
grit vote, plus one-fourth of the lib-
eral conservative vote, will form a
majority. If the grit vote goes all one
way and one-fourth of the other party
goes with it, the majority is so much
the larger. So it does not follow that
because the majoritysof the people of
New Brunswick are.diberal conserva-
tives and a majority are supporters
of Mr. Blair that the majority of New
Brunswick liberal  conservatives are
for Mr. Blalr.

But this exposure of the weak point
of the criticism of the valued contem-
poraries is not the real answer.. The
reply is that this journal speaks its
own opinions for itself and does not
wait with bated breath to see what
this or that politician of its own or
another party proposes to do. If the
record of the Blair government is such
as to condemn it, we do not conceive
that the support of liberal conserva-
tives in Restigouche or Northumber-
land or in St. John alters the fact.
We stand by the facts as they appear
30 us, not a&s they appear to Mr.
Tweedie or. another.

Nothing can be more foolish than
the statement that the Sun has read
this politiclan or that one out of the
party. The politicians have the same
power to read the Sun out as it has
to perform the reading for them. A
well conducted journal is satisfied to
discuss public matters freely and
fairly according to its lights, and to
give honestly such information as it
can  obtain on political questions as
well as on other matters.” Fortunate-
ly, members of the legislature profes-
sing allegiance to the liberal conser-
vative party, and yet admiring Mr.
Blair’s methods, have ample oppor-
tunity to make known their views.
This is a free country, where a man
may say the thing he will.

e e e

A DAZZLING HOPE.

The Quebec organ of the opposition
is confident of the success of Mr. Laur-
ier in Ontario at the next ge{xeral elec-
tion. L’Electeur explains' that the
Catholic clergy, who have for twenty-
five years been the strength of the
Mowat government, aiways supported
Sir John Macdonald in federal con-
tewts. It says that the situation is
now changed since the death of Sir
John and the accession of Sir Macken-
zie Bowell. Mr. Laurier’s organ in the
"ancient capital cites the Catholic Re-
gister of Toronto, which, it says, is

show that Catholics of Ontario will
be with Mr. Laurier in the next fight,
It claims that Archbishop Cleary has
also shown the same thing through
the Canadian Freeman,which aptm'o,'ve
energetically of Mr. Laurier’s position
on the Mamnitoba question. *There is
here,” says L’Electeur, “an 'evemt of
great importance. There is really not
a man of political experience who can-
not see that their adherence assures
to Mr. Laurier the compact vote which
has kept Mr. Mowat in power more
than twenty-five years with a major-
ity of more than thirty in the legisla-
ture.”

It js always interesting to know what
the grit party expects. It remains to
be seen how far Mr. Laurier will at-
tain to the fulfillment of his hopes.

For several days past The Sun has been
trying to tell its readers +he price of bread
in Montreal. It started with ten cents for

Montreal is six cents; today it will probably
have it down to filve, mhich, we presume, is
the correct figure.—Telegraph.

The Sun quoted a letter in a Mon-
treal paper in whichi the writer com-
plained that he had been obliged on
one occasion to pay 10 cents for a loaf
of one pound and a half, and also ob-
jected to a price of seven cents for
a two pound loaf. Afterward
the Sun printed the re-
ply from its own - correspond-
ent in Montreal, who was asked the
regular price of bread 'to the trade
and to the consumer, and who stat-
ed that it was 5 cents to the trade
and 6 cents to the consumer for the
two pound loaf. Of course & journal
which is content to “presume” its facis
can make prices to suit dtself. The
slower, but perhaps more exact pro-
cess of enquiry has been adopted by
this paper. : :

the government side were of thesame.

controlled by Archbishop Lynch, to

: 3
There is no longer a doubt that
Cardwell is vacant. Whether "Mr.
White 'becomies collecior of Montreal
or remains editor of the Gazette he
will have the good wishes of all who
knew him well. For the sake of Can-
adian journalism it would be well if
he remained at the 6ld desk. It ought
to be a finer thing to direct so strong
and influential a journal as the Ga-
zette than to hold” any place in the
outside service of Canada. The col-
lectorship of Montreal is worth $4,000
a" year, but, as the Toronto Globe
says, it is easier ‘to find ten men able
to manage that office than to find one
having Mr. White’s -capacity for the
editoria’ management of a great com-
mercial and political journal ike, the
Gazette. The moral is that ‘he Mont-
real editor’s reward should at least
be as large as those of the Montreal
collector,

e e

The financial returns for the first
three months of the present fiscal year
show an improvement in dominion
finances on both sides of the account.
The revenue is $587,000 more than for
the first' juarter of last year, and the
current expénditure is' $228,000 more
than for the same period of 1894. The
balance is therefore bgtter by $515,000
than that of the months of July, Au-
gust and September last year. Be-
sides thi§ there is a decrease of $100,-
000 in capital expenditure. Mr. Foster
is likely tc have a good budget when
‘he reports the result ‘of the  current

year’s busi: ess.
_—

Mr. Blair’s organ in Fredericton re-
peats the statement that the attorney
general ‘“could have had an appoint-
ment to the bench long ago if he had
desired it.” It seems that.the tories
have for five years beéen trying *“to
shelve him on the :bench,” and Mr.
Blair has with great presence of mind
succeeded in escaping the snare every
time. With ‘all due deference to the
attorney general and his érgan we
are of the opinion that the only pos-
itions on the bench which he has had
the opportunity to decline are those
in the gift of the local government.

Al S S R

The Germans appear to be well to
the front in the application of electri-
city to farm work. The automatic
electric plow has been made a prac-
tical success in Germany. The pow-
er is furnished by a stationary engine
through a motor attached to the plow.
The plow is drawn across'the land by
the operation of ‘a pinioned shaft
which works - on a chain stretehed
across the fleld and secured -at each
end by anchors. The anchors can be
moved by leavers after each furrow.

—_——————————

. The minister of militia was probably
right when speaking at Chateauguay
he said that the United States people
would not find cause of offence in the
erection of monuments by Canada on
the border battle fields. Since our
neighbors take no offence we will go
on erecting monuments on spots where
Canadians met and drove back the
envaders from over the border. If, how-
ever, offence should be taken we will
80 on erecting the monumenits.

AR G T M

The wvalued Telegraph cannot find
many liberals in the house of assem-
tly, but it promises almost a solid de-
legation from this province to the
next dominion parliament. It seems
to think that Mr. Dibblee, Mr. Fowler,
Dr. Lewis and the previncial members
for Northumberland and Kent will as-
sist in their return. The only omis-
sion we notice in the Telegraph’s
prospectus is the failure to defeat Mr.
Costigan. Why this modesty?

e R S A

The greatly valued Telegraph . de-
votes a long and able leader under
the startling head, “The Sun Surren-
ders,” to the proof that this journal
repents its opposition to the Blair gov-
ernment. Let us hope that the stern
conqueror will have ity on his sub-
missive captive, amd refrain from
dragging us around town at his
chariot wheels.

In France the Ribot ministry has
been defsated after an existence of
seven months. This is an unusually
loag life for a French ministry. The
defeat is due to a scandal with which
some of the former participants of
;ljle Panama scandals were connect-

Sl S

The monument to Sir John Maec-
donald at Kingston places on exhibi-
tion one of the products of, this prov-
ince. The pecestal is composed of St.
George granite, thirty-seven tons of

which beautiful polished stone form
the féundation for the bronze figure.
e @

L’Electeur informs us that the dec-
orations in honor of Mr. Laurier's vis-
it to Ingersoll cost $1,000.  Standing
among this magnificence the opposit-
ion leader told the people how poor
they all were.

The war in Cuba is a long am_d:
weary conflict. But it can hardly be
described as a cruel war.-

B

Holmes, who is accused of commit-

ting about a score of murders; has

for himself. About the only ‘success-
ful case of a layman who was his own
counsel was that of Mr. Pitts,
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MISS CANADA: Hadn’tyoubetter decide upon your route before you look foryo
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MR. WHITE'S ADDRESS.

Giving His Reasons for Resigning His
‘Seat in the Commons.

~@.| 8. White has addressed the fol
lowing letter to the electors of Card-

well:
Taj the Electors of Cardwell:

Gentlemen—Having resigned the
seat in the house of commons with
which you honored me in 1888, and
again in 1891, it bécomes my duty to
acquaint you with the reasons that
have moved me to take this step, and
thus sever the, to me, always pleasant
relations existing between us for now
seven years. -

You may remember that, on the oc-
casion of the elections of 1891, I gave
you a pledge to withdrawn my confi-
dence from the government in the
event of the then recently - enacted
school legislation of Manitoba being
made the subject of dissllowance by
the dominion government. My opin-
ijonp at that time, as now, was that
legislation of the provinces affecting
educetion should not be interfered with
by the exercise of the veto power, but
that its constitutionality, if challeng-
od in any quarter, ought to be left to
the decision’ of the courts. That view
was held by the late Sir John Thomp-
‘son, and, I may say, was shared by
the whole parliamentary - body, save
only a wing of the opposition. It is
not my intention to recount the vari-
ous phasges this vexed Manitoba school
question has undergone since 1891. At
every step the courts, and the courts
alone, have been allowed to determine
thevalidity of the appeals for redress
made by the Roman Catholic minority
of the province, until finally as the re-
sulf of the judgment of the judicial
committee of her majesty’s privy coun-
cil,vthe governor-general-in-council was
called upon to act.

You are familiar with \the steps,
which have since been taken. To Man-
itoba has been committed the duty of
providing redress for the minority, and,
fajling action on the party .of the
authorities of that province, the whole
matter will become vested in the par-
liament of Canada, under the terms of
the conmstitufion. It may be that the
Manitoba: government will take such
steps as will remove this vexed and
difficult question from the federal do-
main, or, again, that, if legislation 1s
introduced in parliament, it will be
of such a scope and character as to
allay the fears, and disarm the opposi-
tion, of those who advocate equal
rights in matters of education, includ-
ing in that term a common measure of
taxation upon all classes, the certifica-
tion of teachers, uniform standards «f
excellence in, and official inspection of,
all state-aided schools, whether they
be disignated public or separate. De-
spite, however, the altered . circum-
stances of the question since 1891, when
I gave you the pledge to which I have
alludeéd, I have unwillingly to await
the events of the approaching session
of parliament with my hands less free,
as I concelive, than those of your re-
presentative should be, to ‘deal with
the subject in whatever form it may
present! itself.

As you are aware, my name bas
been coupled with the office of col-
lector of customs at the port of Mon-
treal, vacant since the month of Janu-
ary, 1893, and which still remains so.
Not long since representations were
made to the goverrdment by the board

|.of trade of this city, setting forth
already got tired acting as coungel of L. f the

desirgbility, in the ihiterest of the
business of the port, of appointing a
collector at an early day. Inasmuch
a8 -an impression has prevailed some-

what widely, that the delay 18 THing
the Office was due to a reluctance cn
the part of the government to submit

" their policy to the judgment of the

electors of Cardwell, by selecting my-
self for the vacancy, I decided with-
out solicitation on the part of  the
cabinet, and withaut intimation of my
purpose to any of its members, to dis-
pel that impression so far as I could,
by resigning the representation of
the county of my own accord. As a
consequence, an opportunity will short-
1y be afforded you of pronouncing up-
on the public issues of ‘the day, while
the government willl be relieved of any
embarrassment my presence in par-
liament may have caused in naming

a collector for the port of Montreal, |

ag directed by the merchants of that
city.

I am glad to believe that in restor-
ing ‘the trust which you have so long
confided to me it will be committed to
hands certainly: not less worthy or
capable than mine. More than a year
ago representatives of the conserva-
tive electors of Cardwell selected as
their candidate, when my term of of-
fice should expire, my friend, W. B.
Willoughby, a son of the county,
whiose abilities are great, and whose
devotion to its interests has been life
long. Mr. Willoughby is too intimate-
ly knowrt to you to require any eulogy
at my hanids, but if I have a friend in
Cardwell who desires to give me per-
sonal gratification or to repay any
debt of kindness there can possibly
be due to me, he will discharge such
obligation with compound interest add-
red by assisting in the election of Mr.
Willoughby as my successor.

The political issues of the day have

‘not greatly changed since I last ap-

pealed for your support. The conserv-
ative party has, indeed, suffered the
irreparable loss of three distinguished
leaders—the old chieftain, Sir John
Macdonald; his able successor, Sir
John Abbott, and “the most eminent
parliamentarian in Canadian history,
Sir Johni Thompsont, But the prin-
ciples of the party survive, and it is
my confident hope that Candwell will
prove in the pending election @s true.
to those principles as she has ever
done in the past. Y

One last word in parting. It is no
light thing to voluntarily, albeit from
a sense of duty, break the tie which
binds a public man to his constituents,
and whiich endears so many faithful
friends to him, It in my case an
especially painful one, for I can never
forget that when my father, the late
Hon. Thomas White, after repeated
defeats elsewhere, reached the brink
of the general election in 1878 with-
out a constituency, it was the loyal
conservatives of Cardwell who took
him on trust as their candidate, made
him their member, honored him with
their confidence tg the day of his
death, and so gave him the oppor-
tunity of devoting to the service of
thie country he loved so well all of the
talent and patriotism with which he

‘was enldowed. Nor can I ever forget

that when it pleased God to call him
to his "last home, it was itthe same
spirft of ardent loyalty and gratitude
al of fidelity to conservative prin-
les, that moved ‘the men of Card-
well to bestow the representation of
the ' riding upon myself, resident
though T 'was in another province, and
a 'stranger, save in name, to every one
of you, in recognition of their esteem
for him. In bidding you farewell, let
me say that I will never cease to
cherish the memory of the many
happy days spent amongst you, the
many warm friendships formed and
the lasting obligations under which
you have placed me, i i

A SONG OF TRIUMPH:*
! 7 —-+ L " vi Ar® +
(From The Week.)
Ye tempests that swi ’er the d h
sl € e
e 'wonder with thunde -
fowing voice of the main, ot

With the roar that comes forth from the
North when the ice-peaks roll down to

‘the sea, 5
And the dream of the gleaming, white sil-
ence fis hoarse with waves’ laughter and

Yem, gather ye tempests on wings with the
strings of God’s harp in your hands,
And your choruses raise in the preise of the

&Lord of 'the seas and the lands

Since ‘the triumph of Man, who began in the
Caves where the waves lay asleep,

In a cradle made green by the sheen of the

sunlight that smote on' the deep,

‘When the ages were young and &e tongue
of the uiverse sounded its praise,

Over the dismial, abysmal, dark voids where

weant on ‘His ways
To crown His creations with mnations of
and animate Mfe—

Implanting & germ in the worm that would
grow ito His image through strife.
'

The jungles that spread on the bed of the
plain, where the rain and the snow

Came down from the mountains & river to
shiver in torrsnts below,

Were alight with the bright colored snakes

hood resplen free
Shall wander in dreams by the streams where
tthe are dilent as sleep,”
errands

and the 3
For the soul that is pure shall endure when
ithe planets have in space.

Ye tempests that sweep from the deep which
the might and the light overspam,
in mhndomx; and render the praise

In his hands are the sands of the ages, and
gold of w ;

, on the
he

was of earth but he mounts to a
throne in the bosom of God.

FREDERICK GBORGE SCOTT. '
Drummondyiile, Quebec.

“Read before the Royal Society at Ottawa,
on May 17th, 1895,

* A strong decoction of quassia is sald
to ba an excellent remedy against
fleas.
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