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After twenty-one days’ lncarcer- surrounding some cabins In the vicin­
ity of his house. This was referred to 
the city engineer for report.

Mrs. J. C. Shanks called attention to 
the need of better drainage In certain 
parts of Esqulmalt road.

The communication was referred to 
made was at Nlkolaskl, the city engineer for report, .

G. J. Evans expressed thanks for a 
sidewalk on William street, and want- ' 
ed It extended.

It was reported that the walk was 
being extended.

Andrew Gray wrote that he had im­
proved the road to Government street 
from his place at a cost of *30.

Aid. Blferd wanted the road re­
paired. The street was disgraceful 
and he thought the road should be put 
In good shape.

It was decided to pay the account 
but the city engineer was to be ln- 
structetd to report on the cost of fix­
ing the street and report at the next 
meeting of the streets, bridges and 
sewers committee.

Ex-Constable Carter called attention 
to the fact that while on duty he had 
been thrown into an open ditch on 
Vancouver street. He asked remuner­
ation for Injuries received.

This was referred to the police com­
missioners to look Into.

The city assessor wrote reporting 
upon the offer of the owners of lots 
for opening North Pembrke street.

It was decided to accept the offer 
and prepare the deed for transfer.

A petition was received asking for 
the grading of Delta and Cameron 
streets, and also for a fire alarm box.

This was referred to the streets, 
bridges and sewers committee and fire 
wardens.

A petition for a light on Elford street 
was referred to the electric light com­
mittee.

Tenders for pulleys and belts were 
received and read. These wébe some­
what complicated and were referred to 
the electric light committee and pur­
chasing agent.

Accounts were ordered to be paid to 
the amount of $3,838.13.

Two by-laws authorizing the refund 
of surplus money collectetd for per­
manent sidewalks were introduced and 
passed through all their stages.

The meeting then adjourned.
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trld yet, but in spite xrf all the mon­
ey-making possibilities which this city 
undoubtedly possesses, I am afraid 
that Just as soon as I complete the. 
business ! which brought me here I will 
t^e hutrrying back to that land of fruit 
and beauty—Victoria.

“Real estate in Victoria at present 
can be bought a little below rock bot­
tom; huiliding is cheaper there, and 
every place for sale appears to be 

A Great Snap
to me accustomed to Winnipeg prices. 
On the other hand there is very little 
speculation in Victoria.

"Owing to a large number of very 
wealthy people in Victoria, money is 
not so tight as in Winnipeg and East­
ern Canada. Loans on property can 
be secured from private individuals on 
very favorable terms, and many prop­
erties can be bought with a small pay­
ment down and the balance in some 
cases at five per cent. I look for a 
large number of eastern people who 
have made their fortunes coming to 
settle down to enjoy themselves for the 
balance of theiir lives in this delightful 
country. Owing to the Portland fair, 
hundreds of tourists visited Victoria 
on their way to or from the fair and 
the four tally-ho coaches were kept 
busy giving them the time of their 
lives through the residential sections 
and along the coast roads, where the 
views are magnificent beyond descrip­
tion. A very large number of those 
tourists I expect will ultimately make 
Victoria their home as the expressions 
of surprise and pleasure which one 
might hear on the streets and at the 
hotels every day would indicate.

"The C. P. R. has acquired a rail­
road on Vancouver Island, and are 
building a magnificent hotel, which 
commands one of the grandest views 
of the harbor and Victoria.” The Vic­
torians expect that the C. P. R. will 
bring tourists and visitors to the Isl­
and in large numbers now that it is in 
their interests to do so and real estate, 
which has picked up considerably this 
summer there, will be very brisk in the 
future. I think I have said sufficient 
to let one know how much satisfied I 
am with the city I intend to reside in, 
as I used always to be satisfied with 
Winnipeg to live in until I saw Vic­
toria, and although I have a warm 
place In my heart for Winnipeg, it 
takes second place to Victoria now.”

gars.
atlon on the Aragoon they were told 
that they
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SEALERS ARE IN Î 3
Were-.to Be Handed Over 1ITHE BRUTAL SLAV to the army authorities. They were 

then put on board of the train and the 
first s 
whereRUSSIAN PRISON tsm they

they arrived about 11 o’clock in 
the night. At the station were seven 
thousand people eager to see the Eng­
lish prisoners, "who were in league 
with the Japanese.” The prisoners 
were closely guarded, as the mobs 
which gathered en route were very 
treachersous, and made demonstra­
tions as if to commit violence. They 
were ordered out of the train, and had 
to march out in the country four miles 
for a bed in a house formerly owned 
by the Japanese. Ip the morning a 
Russian officer came to their apart­
ments and said in Russian, "Now, 
boys, you will all receive one rouble 
and sixty-six kopecs,” which amounts 
to about eighty-three cents. The next 
morning they were handed seventy- 
five kopecks, or about thirty-seven and 
one-half cents English money. They 
informed the paymaster that more 
money was required, but did not get 
any more.

The next stopping place was at 
Medveid prison, where the Japanese 
prisoners were confined. During their 
trip to this prison they passed the 
famous Baikal lake, which has the 
finest scenery in the world. The first 
intimation they had that they were 
prisoners was given when they arrived 
at Pensa. There they met a gentle­
man by the name of Steighlitz, repre­
senting the McCornish Harvesting 
Company, of Chicago. He told them 
that he was sorry, but he had to tell 
them that

-cïJfA W’-'
COUNCIL DOES AWAY

WITH SOME ANOMALIES
FINDLAY ANty GRANT

RETURN FROM RUSSIA
IStartling News Brought fcy Robt. Findlay- 

Edward McNeill of Victoria Among Those 
Incarcerated on Amur.
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. VAfter Spending an Unpleasant Sojourn 
In Captivity—Particular» of Cap­

ture end Imprisonment

Many Urgently Needed Improvement 
in the Names of Streets are 

Made. To the Edlj 
written by Â 
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Robert Samuel Findlay and Charles 
Grant, the two sealers Imprisoned by 
Russians and whose adventures and 
hardships have been the subject of col­
umn after column of newspaper print, 
both in Canada and the United States, 
reached Victoria on Monday, where 
the former’s parents reside, his father 
Hugh Findlay being inspector of 
weights and measures in the customs 
house. Seen at his house, 52 David 
street, this morning, Findlaÿ very 
kindly narrated again the story of his 
experiences.

He said that the Japanese schooner 
Hokusçi, Captain Watanuka, 147 tons, 
left Hakodate on a sealing voyage, on 
February 27th last. They had on board 
a crew of thirty-two, all Japanese, with 
the exception of six, two of which in­
cluded themselves, the others being 
Hendrick Jacobson, Norwegian; James 
Pedro, Spanish ; and Fred Cochran and 
William Williams, natives of the Unit­
ed States. They were bound for the 
Sea of Japan, and they were well on 
their way when the Russian cruisers, 
Gromoboi and Rossia, the latter an ad­
miral’s ship, flying the flag of Admiral 
Tessen, hove in sight. They came up 
to them and circled around for a con­
siderable time, having all the while 
three guns trained on them. To the 
surprise of those on board the schoon­
er, a couple of boats were lowered from 
the Gromoboi, filled with 60 men, and 
in a few minutes they started for the 
schooner. Coming alongside they 
scrambled over the schooner’s side and 
on board. The officer in charge asked 
if they had contraband on board. The 
captain of the schooner said they had 
not. Not being satisfied with this re­
ply, orders were given to

Search the Ship

The street renaming by-law has been I 
pàssed at last. The city council Monday I 
evening stamped the measure with te I 
final endorsation, and Aid. Hanna, win- I 
fathered It, is happy. A large number of 
changes have been made, and sixty-five 
names were done away with. The bj- aw 
provides for the following alterations 

Oak street becomes Ash street; Uhuixh- 
way and Bellot street form part of Sur- 
dette avenue.

Second street and part of McClure street 
form part of Blanchard avenue.

Third street is changed to Work éttfcet. I 
St. George street forms part of Belmont | 

avenue.
Eighth street is changed to Prior street, j 
Ninth street becomes Blackwood avenue. 
Andrew street forms part of Bridge street. 
Kane street becomes part of Brought ou 

street.
Chatham street (east of Douglas street) 

forms part of Caledonia avenue.
Connaught street forma part of Carroll 

street.
Franklin street becomes part of Coilinson 

■tree* »
George street forms part of Chambers 

street.
Katherine street forms part of Douglas 

street.
Saanich road (within city) is changed to 

Douglas street.
Baronet street and Dudley street forms 

part of Davie street.
Lover’s Lane forms part of Dallas road. 
William street forms part of Denman 

street.
Frederick street forms part of Dundas 

street.
Work street forms part of Esqulmalt 

road.
Cadboro Bay road (within the city) is 

changed to Fort street.
Beechy street and La bouchère street 

forms part of Fairfield road.
Farqubar, Maeon, 8t. Louie and Elisabeth 

streets are all to be known as Mason street.
Frederick street and Alfred street form 

part of Fisguard. street.
Putnam, Gotham and Bodwell streets 

form part of Grant street.
Birdcage Walk and Carr street fprm part 

* of Government street.
Seventh street forms pert of Grahame 

street.
North Park street is changed to Glad­

stone street.
Henry street forms part of Hillside 

avenue.
Princess street is changed to Helmcken 

street.
South Park street forms pert of .Heywool 

avenue.
Scoresby street forms part of McClure 

street.
Mills street and Richmond avenue form 

part of Mount Tolmte road.
Snowden street Is changed to May street. 
Bay street is changed to Milne street. 
Elford street is changed to Martin çtreer. 
Elisabeth street is changed to Manchester 

road.
Pioneer street forms part of North Park 

street.
Myrtle street is changed to Olive street 
South Pandora street forms part of Rud- 

Iln avenue. •
Pembroke street, Pembroke avenue, North 

Pembroke street and Devonshire street are 
known a* Pembroke street.

Fourth street, Victoria Crescent, Rupert 
street and Park street form part of Quadra 

. street.
Courtney street, Rae street and Coutta 

street are known as Rae street.
Belcher street and Rockland avenue are 

knpira as Rockland avenue.
First street is changed to Rose street. 
Bay Terrace Is changed to Sea Terrace. 
Esqulmalt street is changed to Smiths 

street.
Wallace street forms part of Vancouver 

street.
Milne street is ehangedt to Vhring street. 
Park road is known as Rupert street.

Findlay believes that she was carrying 
the Norwegian flag, but of this report 
he had no definite knowledge.

Mr. Findlay reports that last year 
26 schooners were operated out of 
Japan. Seals on the Asiatic coast he 
thinks are not more plentiful than they 
are on this coast, but the Japanese 
have been successful because of a 
great many cases, their venturesome 
character. They raid the islands, and 
in doing so take terrible chances. 
There were in all twenty men killed 
while raiding the islands last year. At 
times they go ashore, and when con­
fronted by the Russians some do not 
wait for explanation or apologies, 
simply fire on those on guard of the 
rookeries. The latter knowing the 
Japanese tactics often are found wait­
ing in small shelters along the coast, 
and being anxious to make good their 
cases following arrests invariably wait 
until landings are made. When the 
Diana was taken, the white members 
of her crew were ashore making a sur-

Captain T. R. Thompson, a well 
known "navigator who has spent a

* good deal of his life in Canada and the 
United States, Edward McNeill, a Vic­
torian who has sealed out of this port 
for many years, George McCamish, a 
Canadian, Joseph Knapp, a native of 
Washington, and a Spanish boy . nam­
ed Joe, who came from the island of 
Guam, are confined in a Russian pri­
son about two hundred miles up the 
Amur river at a place named Habour- 
uski. The news of their incarceration 
is brought to Victoria by Robert Find-

* lay, who has Just returned from Rus­
sia, where last year he was taken cap­
tive.
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Mr. Findlay says 
they were 
drowned, It being the general Impres­
sion In seafaring circles that the 
schooner Diana, on which they were, 
had been lost, no word of her being re­
ceived from the time she sailed. He 
heard of her real fate while In prison 
at Midveld. While at this place he 
met the Japanese sailors who had

They Were Prisoners.
Up to this they thought they were be­
ing sent home, and the realization of 
the fact that they were prisoners came 
as a crushing blow to them. At Pensa 
they met four English prisoners, offi­
cers of the Japanese steamer Sadi 
Maru, which had been captured by 
the Russians. They were Capt. An­
derson, Chief Officer Dring, Chief En­
gineer Kerr, and Mr. Carmichael, en­
gineer.

After being about three months and 
a half in prison, where their hard­
ships were ameliorated by the fact of 
association with more civilized com­
panions, they were released, through 
the mediation of the Canadian govern­
ment. They were merely handed their 
passports and told that they were free. 
They were not given any money to paw 
their way back, merely told to go.

They were two hundred and fifty 
miles or more from the capital of Rus­
sia and friendless. Fortunately they 
had a little money of their own and 
with that they paid their way to St. 
Petersburg. To give an Idea of

Russian Severity,
the officials forced each of the men, 
Findley and Grant, to pay *2 apiece 
for excess baggage, the excess bag­
gage being two small baskets. Upon 
their arrival at St. Petersburg they 
went to the British consul at that 
place, but were told that they would 
have to see the ambassador, Sir 
Charles Hardrlnge.

They called at the ambassador’s 
residence, but were told that he had 
just gone to London; They were met 
by the secretary, to whom they told 
their story and he assured them that 
everything would be all right, that he 
would look after their case. Thus as­
sured, they breathed easier.

Although not quite sure of the dates, 
Mr. Findlay says they left St. Peters­
burg about the 27th of October in the 
steamer Kurgon for London, arriving 
there after about a six days’ voyage, 
and they took passage for Halifax.

vey of the island.
This year Mr. Findlay expects that 

the sealing business will be more ex­
tensively carried on than in the past, 
for the Japs taking advantage of their 
fruits of victory in the recent war will 

been aboard the Diana. They were probably send a bigger fleet out and 
prisoners and told the story of how the ! they will be better able to conduct 
schooner had been raiding Bobbin ! raids on the various rookeries for the 
island, a seal rookery twenty miles I reason that there will he a smaller 

’ '_ ' , ; number of vessels on patrol and a con-
south of Sakhalien, when the Russian j si,jeraijiy smaller number of guards on 
cruiser Lena came along and took all j a„ty on the different islands, 
prisoners. All were taken to Ntchol- ; Mr. Findlay says that there are 
ask!, where they were detained five probably twenty white men sailing out 
months. They were given a trial and 0f Japanese ports on the Japanese 
Captain Thompson was sentenced to schooners. A number of them come 
a year and four months with certain from these parts, while others belong 
restrictions on his prison life. The ' to the Eastern provinces. They are 
others received a lighter sentence, and induced to cross the Pacific by the 
then all were sent up the Amur. The iarge wages offered them, which is *3 
capture was made a year ago last a gyn and upwards, according to the 
August. sliding scale oh which they work. Big

Captain Thompson upon receiving money is also allowed In case of sea 
hie sentence was manacled. A big otter betng captured. These very val- 
chain was attached to his legs, and In uabie - little animals are frequently 
turn was fastened to his body, the found on the Atlantic coast, one vessel 
whole arrangement being the Rus- having caught six last year, another 
slan’s opinion of a severe form of pun- 24, and a third 13.
ishment. It was said that he bore a As for himself, Mr. Findlay says 
bad reputation for poaching in Russian that he has had quite enough of seal- 
official circles, and for this reason the jng, He has followed it now for six- 
extra torture was inflicted in his case, j teen years, and thinks his last experi­

ence quite a fitting climax to his life 
afloat.

In coming home from Midveld he

Mil MIES
IN THE COURTS.

Cage Under Water Clauses Act Comes 
Up—Nelson Appeal Again.

Before Mr. Justice Duff on Monday 
morning a petition was heard from 
John Wallace, the canneryman, rela­
tive to water rights on the Naas river. 
Opposing it was D. 1. Keith and Mr. 
Hamilton, and the Port Nelson Can­
ning & Sale Company. The petitioner 
was represented by E. V. Bodwell, K. 
C„ and W. E. Wallace. The respond­
ents were represented by W. J. Bow­
ser, K. C.

It was represented on behalf of the 
petitioner that In February, 1905, a re­
cord for 200 inches of water from a 
creek had been granted to W. Hamil­
ton. Mr. Wallace had established a 
cannery on the Naas but pending its 
completion had not obtained his re­
cord. Thjs record obtained by W.

EXCELLENT RESULTS
fore and aft, which was done, jaut 
nothing of a contraband nature was 
found.

The next order was “scoro, scoro," 
which being translated Into English 
means “hurry up,” followed by 
“domoi,” get to your homes, but they 
evidently did npt intend that the crew 
should go to tl)elr homes. A few min­
utes later the crew were on board Jthe 
Gromoboi whither they went, without 
delay, in view of the fact that resist­
ance would have been fatal. They were 
captured at 11 A. m. on the 10th of the 
month, and atu6 a. m. nexf day they 
heard a Jpud report, and looking back 
they saw theij^jsphopner sinking, hav­
ing been blown, up by the Russians: 
They were eventually taken to Vladl- 
vostocjc, where A photograph of the six 
foreigners was -taken by Paymaster 
Iida, of the Japanese navy.

After they were put on bogrd, the 
warship got under way In quick time 
and the Canadians afterwards learned 
that Admiral Tessen had received word 
that the Japanese fleet, under Admiral 
Kamlmura, was watching for them. 
The prisoners were cooped up below 
with all ports closed, and so they could 
not judge where they were going. The 
cruiser was going twenty-one knots an 
hour, and

FROM THE DREDGES

Virions Outlying Districts to the North 
Giro Excellent Promise—Governor 

Mclnnls Is Popular. ti

E. S. Busby, who is collector of cus­
toms at Dawson, arrived In the city 
Monday night, having come down to 
Vancouver by the Tees on her last 
trip. He reports that conditions In the 
Yukon are excellent. Governor W. W. 
B. Mclnnes Is a great favorite, he 
says, and by his tact is removing any 
signs of friction which exist in the 
country.

Mr. Busby la a great Admirer of the

Young McNeill and the other comrades 
are deprived of all comforts, but are 
said to have a certain amount of free- 
doqm, although continuously under 
close guard.

The Japanese portion of the crew 
were sent on to Medveid, where the 
story was obtained from them by Mr. 
Finlay. The whites were taken up the 
Amur to the prison already mentioned.

Their vessel, the Diana, was destroy­
ed by the cruiser, which overhauled 
her. She was a big schooner, and by 
her English name was pretty well 
known. At the time of her seizure Mr.

says that he saw one revolution in . 
progress. At Revel he saw the build- Hamilton shut out Mr. Wallaces

chances for getting a watef supply. In 
March Gold Commissioner Flewln had 
changed the record from Hamilton’s 
name to Keith & Hamilton in order to 
bring it Into conformity with the Wa­
ter Clauses Act. Mr. Wallace had ob­
tained a record In April for 300 Inches. 
It was contended that Wallace had a 
right, therefore, to the water.

Mr. Bowser contended that the orig­
inal application was in the name of 
Keith & Hamilton 
change had been made to Hamilton by 
mistake.

ings fired and heard the shots fired in 
another part of the city. But he did 
not dare to investigate for it would 
have been dangerous to have done so. 
With respect to the waL he reports 
that dally while the war lasted he saw 
thousands of troops being rushed to 
the front. The rolling equipment of 
the Siberian railway he reports Is as 
fine as any oh which he travelled.

Yukon. The district is In striking con­
trast with the Alaska Territory as ad­
ministered by the United States au­
thorities. In the conduct of business 
in the Canadian Yukon the electorate 
are given a fair share of representa­
tion. In Alaska there is no attempt 
at popular government. A splendid 
system of roads Is maintained in the 
Yukon, while In the United States ter­
ritory there Is little attention paid to 
the trails. The educational system of 
the Yukon Is quite up to that In any 
other part of the Dominion under the 
excellent administration of Superin­
tendent Roes. In marked contrast with 
this is the neglect of the question of 
education In the Alaskan Territory.

Mr. Busby left Dawson on October 
20th by the Prospector. Aftetr an in­
spection of the conditions at White 
Horse, Windy Arm, Atlin and Port 
Simpson, he went up Portland canal. 
Mr. Busby says that It Is - remarkable 
that all the ore seems to be on the 
Canadian side of the line. This condi­
tion of affairs has aroused the great­
est envy on the part of the United 
States citizens, who claim that all 
kinds of advantages have been taken 
by the Canadians In the location of the 
line.

and that the
have had two or three white frosts In 
the mornings, which have put most of 
the dahlias and other tender plants out 
of business. About a week ago I was 
pulling grapes from the vines In a 
neighbor’s garden (of course he was 
with me) growing outside and I noticed 
he had a row of yellow primroses In 
full bloom besides other flowers. Al­
though the leaves are off the apple 
trees there are still lots of these trees 
to be seen hanging loaded with fruit. 
The school boys do not seem to notice 
them as each house has fruit growing 
In profusion. There were few chances 
of this sort when I was a boy In old 
Scotland.

“The salmon fishing,” continued Mr. 
Wright, “Is over now, but during the 
summer months Mr. Stewart and I 
used to go out in a row boat for a cou­
ple of hours every morning and trawl 
with line and spoon. We never failed 
to bring home a gunny sack with as 
many salmon in it as we could com­
fortably carry. It was the finest fish­
ing sport ever I had. Bright sunshine 
and the sparkling waves and the smell 
of the sea weed and scent of the salt 
sea atmosphere made one think there 
was a year’s

FINEST CliY ON LIBRE 10 BEAfter hearing technical argument on 
the subject His Lordship dismissed the 
appeal.

In doing so His Lordship contended 
that the alteration In the record grant­
ed nullified It. The gold commissioner 
had no authority to alter the name, 
W. Hamilton, which appeared upon 
the application, to that of Keith * 
Hamilton, which appeared on the re­
cord. There was thus no ground , for 
a petition against the record as it was 
a nullity.

The question of costs was not de­
cided.

Some other proceeding will now like­
ly be taken to secure the record sought 
by Hr. Wallace.

Ü Running Away
from the Japanese. At least this was 
their supposition. The vibration of the 
ship was so terrific that the men could 
not stand. When the order was re­
ceived the prisoners were sent below 
the waterline! They were told that In 
case of action they would not be hurt. 
Down there they were in terrible sus- 

They did not know what was
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pense.
going to happen. An engagement might 
commence at any moment, and they 
did not know what their fate would be 
if a shell should strike the ship. So 
great was the excitement on board, 
that they thought that every moment 
would be their last. Each of the war­
ships was of a most modern fighting 
type and each carried a complement of 
1,070 officers and men.

After a considerable lapse of time 
which seemed like weeks, they were 
removed from their prison to the 
deck, and were told that the enemy 
had gone south down the Korean coast. 
All this time the warships had con­
stant wireless communication with 
Vladivostock.

The officers on the Gromoboi made 
no effort to feéd the prisoners, who 
were exhausted through want of food 
and drink. But there was one man 
who spoke English who had a good 
heart, and he secured them some food 
and the sailors alsp generously shared 
thelr’e with the captives.

Says He Would Rather Live In Victoria 
Than Any Where- He Describes 

Its Charms.

City Council Held Short Sitting Monday 
Evening When Routine Business 

Was Transacted.
In Chambers.

Before Mr. Justice Irving on Mon­
day morning' counsel in the case of 
West Kootenay Power & Light Com­
pany vs. Nelson City appeared In con­
nection with the point of whether 
cribbing should be put about the rock 
being dumped at the city works be­
tween low and high water marks.

E. V. Bodwell, representing the city, 
! contended that there was no need of 

the cribbing being done now. After 
the Full court decided the matter there 
would still be ample time to do this 
work if the case went against the city. 
He pointed but that the'order made 
by Mr. Justice Irving, the trial judge, 
went farther than the Interim injunc­
tion granted by Mr. Justice Duff.

A. H. Macnelll, K. C„ for the Weet 
Kootenay company, contended that 
the city was really in cqntempt in the 
work done.

His Lordship said he would not In­
terfere with his previous order, and 
Intimated that thé cribbing should be 
done.

t&T -JK-NEAR VANISHING POINT.“The finest residential city on the 
American continent” is the glowing 
summing-up of Victoria from the lips 

\ of a former Winnipeger, according to 
the Tribune of the Prairie Capital. 
Andrew Wright, who is now a resident 
here, has been preaching an eloquent 
sermon on this city to the people of 
the great Northwest, giving it the 
very best advertisement in a wide con­
stituency.

“From my experience,” said Mr. 
Wright, “I think Victoria is the finest 
place to live in on the American con­
tinent. There are a few Winnipeggers 
building houses there now, Mr. 
Mitchell, the grain man, is building a 
residence on Rockland avenue. He 
just returned to Victoria before I left, 
from Winnipeg, bringing with him a 
number of valuable horses, and can be 
seen every day driving a swell outfit 
about the town and really enjoying life. 
Mr. C. Stewart, late of the government 
postal service, in Winnipeg, who was 
in such poor health before moving to 
Victoria that, in his own words he 
‘seemed to have cashed in,’ Is now 
more full of life than ever before, 
and the most enthusiastic citizen that 
there -Is perhaps in Victoria. He said 
when I was leaving ‘tell those poor 
frost-bitten Winnipeggers that we are 
really living out here.’ He is building 
a bungalow at Oak Bay. M?. Joseph 
Fletcher, who came out lately, bought 
a residence at Oak Bay also. Kenneth 
Mackenzie, formerly of Burnside, 
bought a beautiful residence on the 
Gorge road. Quite a number of other 
Winnipeggers have told me that they 
are going to move to Victoria in the 
near future.

"Victoria is the finest residential

The city council held a short sitting 
last evening, with nothing of import­
ance coming up for discussion. It was 
decided to take steps to enlighten the 
public upon the qualification for regis­
tering as voters for the municipal elec­
tions.

Aid. Fell before adjournment stated 
that the new library would be opened 
on December 4th. It was not the In­
tention. to open It then for the dis­
tribution of books. An opportunity 
would be given, however, for the for­
malities in connection with the enter­
ing of names on the lists of persons 
entitled to obtain books. Each person 
as entered would have to have another 
citizen who guaranteed the return of 
books or reimbursement for loss. In 
this way the danger of losing books 
would be done away with. The read­
ing room would be open from the date 
mentioned from 9 In the morning to 
10 in fthe evening. In the meantime 
the catalogues were being printed.

In the absence of the Mayor last 
evening, Aid. Goodacre was elected to 
preside.

A communication was read from 
Drake, Jackson & Helmcken relative 
to the Meston case. It was asked that 
six months time be given to settle with 
the corporation, six per cent, interest 
being charged. "

This was referred to the streets, 
bridges and sewers committee.

Alexis Martin complained of rock in 
front of his residence on Belcher 
avenue. He asked that. part of the 
rock be blasted out.

The letter was referred to the city 
engineer, with power to act.

S. Johns called attention to the need 
of Improvements to the sidewalk on 
Hill street.

This was referred to the city en­
gineer for report.

The Victoria West Municipal Asso­
ciation wrote, approving of the coun­
cil’s efforts to obtain a water record at 
Goldstream.

It was received and filed.
E. North complained of the condition
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The price of lead on the London 
market, the Nelson News remarks, 
has now reached £15 10s., the price at 
which it was at first declared that the 
bounty would lapse. The original ar­
rangement was that the bounty should 
be the maximum, $15 a ton until the 
price of lead In London should be £12 
10s. Then it was to gradually decline 
on a sliding scale until £15 10a. was 
reached; when it should ceaae.

Later the bounty commissioner, O. 
O. Buchanan, asked for a ruling as to 
whether the bounty should be calcu­
lated upon the long, English, or short, 
Canadian, ton, that is, on 2,240 or 2,000 
pounds. It was decided that the Eng­
lish ton should be used as it was the 
English price that was being followed.

Consequently a small fraction of the 
bounty will remain until the price 
reaches £16, when it will all be gone. 
At the rate at which the price is rising 
the bounty will probably be with­
drawn before the end of the year.

As the English price varied by 
points, 16 to a pound, of Is: 3d. each, 
the bounty declined about 28 cents for 
each point gained in the price of the 
metal. The price has now risen 48 
points, £3, above the minimum, wiping 
out *13.40 of the bounty of $15 a ton. 
There still remains about $1.60 to th« 
ton—eight cents on a Canadian hun­
dredweight.

On the Unlk river the Unik Smelt­
ing Company is preparing to expend 
a big sum on a plant.

In the Yukon proper the past year 
has been a good one. The Klondike will 
have an output this past season of 
$7,000,000. The dredge system is to 
play a very important factor in the 
future of mining in that country. As 
yet the results are not proved from 
this system of mining. The returns to 
the companies working have been ex­
cellent and others will introduce ma­
chinery. The Canadian Klondike Min­
ing Company began its dredge on Bear 
Creek on August 16th, when Governor 
Mclnnes set the machinery in opera­
tion. On October 15th the company 
ceased, the two months’ run being 
highly successful. So satisfied was the 
company that it is proposed to Instal 
another dredge. R. Moncrleff on Bon­
anza Creek, and Rutledge & Company 
on Forty-Mile Creek, have also In­
stalled dredges and appear to be well 
satisfied with the prospects. In the 
spring the Bonanza . Gold Dredging 
Company intends to begin, dredging by 
machinery on the Klondike river.

In the Stewart river district the 
prospects are excellent.

There are reported to have been 
splendid strikes on Esther and Barker 
cheeks, about thirty miles from the 
mouth of the Stewart river. A lot of 
men have gone In and In the spring 
there will be great activity there.

Wolf river and Rampart house also 
promise to be good mining centres.
The latter Is on the Porcupine river, 
and the gold discoveries are well : _
the Canadian side, about 20 miles from ! cruiser squadron, commanded 
the boundary. The district is about Admiral Prince Louis of Battenbcrg. «ni 
300 miles below Dawson and about 200 I consisting of the Drake (flagship! and the

Corn* ail

Health in Every Breath.
Lately we have been shooting pheas­
ants, quail, ducks and grouse. We 
have not yet gone after deer, although 
they are very plentiful on the Island.

“We find the people there very 
friendly and a finer place to live would 
be hard to point out. I am so en­
thusiastic about Victoria,” said Mr. 
Wright, "that I could talk about its 
merits for a week.

Everything Was Taken Away 
from the prisoners, their letters, then 
their spare clothing, and tjiey were 
placed In confinement In the forecastle 
head, closely and constantly guarded 
by tyo men with fixed bayonets.

Mr. Findlay said that among the 
things taken away from him was a 
diary which he had kept for fifteen 
years. They were allowed to walk 
around a little under close surveillance, 
and they could see that the deck of the 
Gromoboi had been cleared for action. 
They could also discern that the crew 
were carrying down spare shells which 
had been got in readiness.

From this time till they arrived in 
Vladivostock, nothing eventful hap­
pened. On their arrival they were put 
on board the prison ship Aragoon in 
the harbor, about twelve midnight. 
Thèy were very much exhausted with 
hunger and fatigue. That night, no 
preparations having been made for 
their coming, they slept on the main 
hatch, and as it had been raining their 
condition was very uncomfortable.

In the morning an official came 
around, had a look at the prisoners, 
and ordered that the six white prison­
ers, including Findlay and Grant, be 
transferred to a separate cell. They 
were anxious to know what was In 
store for them, and were informed that 
they would be sent home by way of 
Moscow. The chief engineer of the 
Aragoon gave them tobacco and cl-
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“Vancouver is a busy, hustling town 
and is in great contrast to Victoria In 
that matter. Victoria is a place to 
live in, but Vancouver is the place to 
do business. The rain fall is less than 
half in Victoria to what it is in Van­
couver, but as the mud does not stick 
there as It does here no one seems to 
mind the rain very much. Although 
Vancouver has a population of only 
40,000, still I should Judge there are 
about three times as many stores there 

-as in Winnipeg, and they all seem to 
be making a living. The people of 
Vancouver expect to have a very large 
city there in the near future. The pos­
sibilities are very great for such being 
the case, being the terminal of the rail­
way and the western Canadian port 
for export and import. A large ship­
ping business is done now and I am 
sure that trade is only in Its infancy. 
Vancouver is the distributing point for 
the mining and lumbering industry. 

“Since leaving Winnipeg last May 
city, I believe, on the American con- I note a great many improvements and 
tinent. The beauty of the city and sur- developments here. The class of new 
rounding country surpasses everything buildings I have noticed since coming 
else I have ever seen. The climate is 1 back, are solid and substantial, and one 
superb and the gardens have been

GOING TO OTTAWA.

Premier ■ and Minister of Finance Will 
Leave To-Night on Departmental 

Business.

(From Tuesday’s Daily.)
This evening Premier McBride and Hon. 

R. G. Tatlow, minister of finance, "wlH 
leave for Ottawa. They will be accom­
panied by the Premier’s private secretary, 
Lawrence Macrae. The exact business to 
be transacted is not made known, but the 
Premier says it has to do with some de­
partmental matters which can be much 
more expeditiously and satisfactorily dealt 
with by a personal visit to the. Dominion 
capital than would be the case were corres­
pondence resorted to.

The visit to the East will not be a long 
one, occupying, It is expected, only a few 
days at the capital.

The visit is announced to have nothing 
to do with the proposed conference of pro­
vincial Premiers relative to better terms. 
This meeting was expected to have been 
arranged for previous to this and Premier 
McBride had intended combining the two 
Visit!

SECOND BRITISH SQUADRON.

Vessels Commanded by Prince lonle aft 
Battenberg Havf Arrived et 

Gibraltar.
VI

a! Gibraltar. Nov.- 28.—The second Brlt.V
by Ronr­

on
cannot help feeling that Winnipeg Is 
assuming an increasing solidity year 
by year. There seems to be no slacK- 

>11 summer; even now one can pick Ing off in Winnipeg’s growth and I be- 
roses and other flowers although we j lieve that this city will surprise the

A Blaze of Flowers
Berwick, Ctimberlaiid. Essex.

Mr. Busby will probably go east be- j and Bedford, whîch left New York o* *+ 
fore returning to the north. [ vember 30tti, arrived here to-day.

miles up the Porcupine.
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