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short Debate in the House on the
Dismissal of Offi-
cials.

|
i
)

Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s Splendid}
Speech on His Bill-A Tilt
With the Premier.

Honse opened this afternoon at

i
|
|
1
|
Victoria, March 11th. |
{
rs being read by Rev. Elliot |

H

The
90, praye
3, Rowe. o r
Petitions.
Ar s presented a petition from‘v
residents of Grand Forks praying fer
: sevive the charter (the time hav-
) of a railway running north
from Gr Forks to the mouth of Daw- |
::uA T in Okanagan district, The
D ivion was received.
lwiﬁf‘\“11\.\4‘:“4\”\ presented a petition
fr;)m‘ the Vietoria & .Esquiumlt Tele-
phone Company, objecting to the incor-
ation of the rival company seeking |
POt tion from the legislature.
m\ﬁl’{-“‘ ‘McPhillips  presented petitions
f@m' tl{n British ('ulum'bin & Yuk}m
. Company objecting to the in-
. of the Lake Bennett Rail- |
v, and-the Chileat Railway |

Railway

presented cne from the Le
v. asking that the transfer
cords to the B. C. Southern
. invalidated.

Reports.

Mr. Helmcken presented the reports
srom the private bills comnittee, as out-
lined yesterday. The rules were sus-
aded o allow of the adoption of the

C. E. Pooley presnted the first report
of the standing committee on railways.

\r. Helmeken introduced the Vancou-
ver & Grand Forks Railway bill. -t
-as read a first time and referred to
ra y committee.

Hon. Mr. Prentice presented the re-
port of the commission appointed to in-
:lilix'c into the grievarces of settlers in
the E. & N. railway belt.

The motion to go into supply was not

1‘»11'.\\011.

Breach of Rules.

Hon. Mr. Martin drew attention to a

rule of the House which had become a
dead letter, namely, that bills coming
before the railway committee should be
framed in accordance with the Model
act passed last session. In spite of this
rule, which heid, also, that clauses not
in the model bill should be printed in
different type, and the public notice
should set out that they intended to
apply for these powers, not one of these
bills now before the railway committee
had complied with the rule, ard the
government had missed a splendid op-
portunity to make $5,000 or $6,000 for
the province by requiring that they be
re-printed. The one company which had
deen late and lad Dbeen' obliged; there=y
for, to undergo additional expense, had "]
transgressed far less than the majority.
The lawyers had pleaded ignorance,
stating that the rule had not been print-
ed in the Gazette. If this were so it
was a sirange oversight of the clerk,

The Speaker—The rule was printed ip
the Gazette,

Mr. Martin—I am glad to hear that,
tecause it was the excuse of the law-
vers that this was the reason for failing
to comply with the rule.

The Attorney-General said that the
government intended moving for a com-
mittee to revise and consolidate the rules
during the present session. when this
particular rule would be given promin-
ence, and any one who failed to comply
with it would be dealt with severely
hereafter.

New Bills.

Mr. McPhillips introduced an “Act to
regulate maternity boarding houses and
for the protection of infant children,”
and another to amend the Shops Regula-
I%ﬂn Act, 1900. Both were read a first
time.

The same course was followed with
Hon, Mr. Wells’s act to amend the
“Upper Colnmbia Navigation and Tram-
way Subsidy Aet, 1892.’

Fraudulent Naturalization.

Hon. Mr. Martin moved: That an or-
der of the House be granted for copies of
all correspondence between the govern-
ment and any person, and of all reports
with regard to fraudulent practices as
to naturalization; and also all corres-
pondence with rpeference to cancelling
the commissions of Walter J. Thicke
and E. W, McLean.

He recalled the discussion of this mat-
ter of fiaudulent naturalization last
:“":1')11. It had been allowed to drop on
i Ssarance of the government that
S (;;*\_W look into the whole matter,
enid n‘ ) “('."“-u'\.,v a good 'deal had .been
-€ounsel f{“‘»’ the retention of eminent
ment to ﬁln ' stois By DS ST
Baon' sois imire into the abuse. It had
the ml() gested that the - dismiseals of
and \I(‘I“.""“”"‘*' publie, Messrs. Thicke
these i Al Was because of granting
x €Se naturalization papers. He read
M;P} (;)”“]"'“’1"“"“. hewever, that pass-
My ’:n:\':lf\n r_hu Plzrr\'incinl Secretary and
T“‘if'h<'£'4;.11" In which no explanation was
m'lﬁml“]lr f"/!' that - gentleman’s  dis-
the ‘m‘_‘\_‘f Was an odd thing, too, that

sy ‘I,"”'”? instituted by Messrs.

‘7"I'I.~-d. I"”\ and othets had suddenly
L le had been informed that it
the (hier o Investigation showed that

Chief <inners in this respect had

con friends of members of the admin-
Btration,

Hon. N,
N0t so.

nl;\th\.., }T:'H‘Hn. continuing, said he did
B v 1t was true—he merely asked
ton - vernment to give some explana-
w"nr ﬂy- matter, Mr. Thicke acknowl-
znf:,"} ’1]“1112 a big business in naturali-
that ‘] mt he had assured the speaker
il had carefully examined = into
7 Case coming before him. Mr.
backe had his fanlts, but he had never

(f‘ regarded asz inefficient.
apt,
tion of

::'j" on his recommendation. If there
28 any blame attachine to the matter
% Wanted tn acanme it ~They had forind
YAt natneatization, papers had  been
¥anted by Mr. Thicke to 120 Japs, and

Eberts—You know that is |

Tatlow said that the eancella- !
these commissions had heen

that he had sent 175 up to Chilliwack
to be naturalized there, as well as for-
warding a number of papers to the
Skeena for a similar purpose, i

Hon. Mr. Eberts said he had given
instructions to have the guilty parties
prosecuted for forgery. Many Japs had
come 1mto court and had sworn that they
had made out fraudulent papers, but |
the magistrate refused to convict be- |

j cause he believed that they had no

criminal intent,
'l‘hq innuendoes of the leader of the
epposition were entirely  without founda-

i tion. There had been no connivance by

the government with officials who had
offended in the matter. He had asked
the Dominion government for power to
amend the laws so as to permit ef the
withdrawal of naturalization from those

{ who had obtained it fraudulently. This

had been suggested to the Domirion
Minister of Justice, who thoroughly
agreed with his (the speaker’s) view, and
b lieved that he could amend the law
to make this possible, and the Attorney-
General Delieved it would be dene.

The government had " also seem Sir |
Louis Davies, the Minister of Marine
and Fisheries, and he (Sir Lotis) stated
that ‘'he had issued instructions to the
officials in the fishery service to make
sure that all Japs applying for licenses
were unquestionably entitled to naturali-
zation, This was what the government |
had done, and it seemed to him more !
rational than to spend:/perhaps $50,000 |
on an alleged investigation.

Mr. McPhillips lauded the leader of |
the opposition with his concern that'!
dismissed officials should be apprised of "
the redsons for their dismissal, when it |
was well known that he (Mr. Martin)
when Attorney-Genera! had wiped out
alimost all of the magistrates of the pro-
vince—men of means and attainments,
well qualified for the positions they |
held.

Mr. Brown said the government's ac-

when it affected supporters of the ad-
ministratien.

Hon. Mr. McBride expressed surprise
that the leader of the opposition had
taken up the cudgels for an official
whom he himself had dismissed. The

eharge of partizan unfairness was also |
disposed of by the fact that Mr. Thicke |
had been a supporter of the third mem- |
ber for Vancouver (Capt. Tatlow) in the |
the } last election, and yet it was on Capt.
Tatlow’s recommendation he was dis- |

missed.

been cancelled on his recommendation.:
Mr. Thicke was a notary public and the
commission of notaries public were pur-
chased. There had been charges made
against Mr. Thicke, yet his commission

of these charges.

cause it was evident that there had net

the eriminal intent was not theirs, whose
was it ? Why did not the government
push the matter and ascertain whose
was the criminal intent ?

it ?

Mr. Curtis—How would we do it ? Put
the oppositien in your place and we will
show you how we will do it. The trouble
with thi§ government is that they do
not want to krow how to do it. (Loud
opposition apnlause.)

Continning, the member for Rossland
wanted to know if the government was
going to take any action to keep these
fraudulently naturalized Japs out of the
canneries this rear.

More. the courts had decided that
these Japs were entitled to exercise the
franchise. Naturally, they would be
strong supnorters of the government in
view of Hon. Mr. Turner’s strong pro-
Mongolian spoech of last session.

Hon. Mr, Turner said he would not
have taken part in the debste had it not
been that the member for Rossland had
revived the old charge of his having de-
livered a pro-Chinese speech. It was
searcely necessary for him to say that
he endeavored to show in that speech
the desirability of making this country
attractive for white men.

Mr. Martin confessed himself as whol-
Iy dissatisfied with the explanation
given, The Minister of Mines had said
that the man whose commission had been
cancelled had been guilty of some im-
proper act apart from that before the
chair. This surely was not a fair way
of putting the matter.

He did not intend to deal at length
with the remarks of the junior member
for Vietoria. He might just say, how-
ever, that it was a common practice in
the other provinces of Canada to can-
cel the commissions of the justices of
the peace. This was done not because
they have been improper appointments
when made. but because they became
more or less incompetent by lapse of
time.

The government have given no explan-
ation of the dismissal beyond the state;
ment that one of their supporters had
written to them and told them to dis-
miss the official, and it was done.

It had been explained that the dis-
missal took-place because Mr, Thicke
paturalized 129 Japs.

Capt. Tatlow—300.

Mr. Martin—Well, 300. What differ-
ence does the number make if they were
properly naturalized. What limit are
you going to place on the magistrates?
1t it is proper to naturalize one, why not
two hundred or three hundred?

More than this, there gvas the right of
every subject, when deprived of his
| commission, to know why.

Hon, Mr. Eberts—Did you always do
that? :

Mr. Martin—Yes, in such a case. {Loud
| cries  of  “‘oh!” from  government
| benches.
|

It was commonly said, continued Mr.
{ Martin, that there were men in Van-
' couver who had also been gui'ty.

Mr. Rogers—Let them be punighed.

It was not argument to use against
| him that he himself was not friendly
with Thicke or that he had dismissed
| . Later, he intended moving for a
committee of inquiry. If Thicke natural-
! jzed 300, what magistrates had natural-
ized 50 or 100? He would not allow the
matter to drop with the explanation of
the Attorney-General, and he would
i make this motion in order that justice
might be done Thicke and any other
. officials who might be guilty in this re-
speet, and the government be cleared
of the imputation that it stopped the

! state something that was

Mr. Curtis said the suggestion of umn-; ~ e
fairness was borne out by the remark of | S2nls.

Japt. Tatlow that the commission had | e
by 5 | ¢champoining the holders of these grants,

was cancelled without his being apprised |
| asked if the companies had been notified.

Further, the |Attorney-General had |
told them that although not one®of these |
Japs had been naturalized properly, yet !
their prosecution had been dropped be- |

been criminal intent on their part. If |

Hon. Mr. Eberts—How would you do :

investigation just when it was becoming
interesting,

Qapt. Tatlow asked if the leader of the
opposition doubted his statement regard-
ing Japs being naturalized at Chilliwack,
for he had a telegram, which he read,
to prove its correctness.

The motion then carried.

A Cerrection.

The leader of the opposition here drew
attention to.the fact that the rule re-
garding bills, to whi¢ch reference had
been made. earlier in the day, did not
appear in.the Gazette until the 14th of
March, whereas the last. date for the
reception of these bills was February
12th. The rule should have been running
in the Gazette from the rising of the
House. He explained this in justice to
the lawyers, who had given it as a
reason for failing to frame their bills
properly.

The Attorney-General said he was
glad also, because he was quite sure no
member of the legal profession would
untrue.

i (Laughter.)

Questions,

In Mr. Houston’s absence Mr. Green
asked:.1l. How much revenue has been
received by the province under section
32 of the Land Act? 2. If no revenue
has been received, is there- any good
reason why the section should not be
repealed? |

Hon, Mr. Turner replied: 1. $1,300;
2. The. matter is under -consideration.

Mr. Helmeken introduced .a bill. to
incorporate the Kamloops & Atlin rail-
way. It was read a first time,,

Mr. Green, on behalf of Mr. Houston,

{ asked the Crown Commissioner: What
. authority have timber inspectors for

compelling settlers” on agricultural land
to take out hand-loggers’ licenses, when
said settlers only sell the timber that

tion A the: appénrende of ” stopping | they cut in clearing their own land?

Hon. Mr. Wells replied: “The Land
Act is the only authority under which

| hand-loggers’ licenses are necessary.

Settlers on agricultural lands, which
they hold under pre-emption record, are
not required to take out hand-loggers’
licenses.”

Hon. Mr. Turner introduced an act to
amend the Succession Duty Act. It was
read a first time,

The Royalties.

Hon. Mr. Eberts moved the third read

ing of the bill respeeting certain land

The leader of the oppesition, while not

expressed the opinion that this was

| strong legislation. If the act did ot

make the matter clear, he doubted the
expediency of defining it now. It seem-
ed to him to be a question of law, ke

Hon. Mr. Eberts. Yes.

While speaking, the member for Ross-
land received a telegram from the sol-
icitor of the Nelson & Fort Sheppard
railway, asking when the second read-
ing was coming up, and intimating that
they would oppose the bill. This was
read by Mr. Martin. He continued that
he did not .propose to champion the
cause of these compauies, but he didn’t
like to take advantage of anyone. He
therefore suggested that it stand over.

Mr. J. C. Brown intended to support
the bill, but: he - thought also ‘that the
bill should not be allowed to slip through
without giving these people an opportun-
ity to be heard.

The leader of the opposition said he
would like the Premier to say how he
would like the exemption frem taxation
of the lands of the E, & N. railway to
be taken away,

The Hon, Premier—That’'s a different
proposition.

Mr. Martin—It's precisely the same
thing. I mneed hardly assure the Pre-
mier what a popular measure that would
be. (Laughter.) Yet it would not be fair
to do it without allowing those interest-
€d to be heard.

Mr. Curtis asked if the provisions of
the act would apply to the E. & N. rail-
way.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—No, ;

Mr. Curtis then asked why if timber
lands of some railway companies which
might not be exposed to royalty were
riow to be exposed to that royalty, why
avas the B, & N. to be exempted? What
answer could be given excépting that
the Premier was largely interested in
that grant. Yet the Attorney-Generai
when asked ‘to waive the. present bill
until the ‘parties interested could be
heard says peremptorily “No.” If it could
be shown that at the time the railway
grant passed the House the discussion
showed that the intention was to make
these lands subject to the royalty then
he would support the bill. He would
be obliged to oppose the third reading
not on the merits of the bill, but because
he wanted both: sides to be heard.

On the suggestion of _the Attorney-
General the debate was adjourned.

In Committee,

The House went into comittee on the
Tiand Registry ‘Act with Mr. Oliver in
the chair. The committee rose, reported
progress, and asked leave to sit again.

The Attorney-General moved the sec-
ond reading of the Dyking Assessment
Confirmation Bill,

He explained that this measure was
simply for the purpose of providing
against anything which might have been’
irregular il the assessments under the
extraordinary conditions of 1898. The
bill was read a second time.

Protect the Miner,

Mr. Hawthornthwaite in moving the
second reading of his bill to amend the
Coal Mines Regulation Act asked the
carnest attention of all the members of
the House to that measure, Its provis-
ions were<of general interest to the peo-
ple of the province, and of the mos_t vital
immportance to the workingmen. It affect-
ed not only the question of wages and
wealth, but matters of life and death.
It, therefore, merited their most earn-
est consideration. The condition of

coal mining, he said, was not what it wag4q miners.

a few years ago, An increasing num-
ber- of mines had been opemed up, and
where men had been formerly employed
by hundreds they were now employed by
thousands. But while the number of
mines and miners had increased, less
csre, he believed, was exercised in pro-
tecting the men and for preventing ac-
cidnts. A petition had been presented
to the legislature signed by eight or
uine hundred miners, but that number

! lief of the men.

would have been doubled had the miners
felt that it went far enough along  the
iines proposed. The member for South-
cast Kootenay, too, had received a tele-
gram from the Western Federation of |
Miners, asking that better protection be
afforded them by seeing that none but
those well up in their business be em-
ployed underground. At present experi-
ence was not necessary for employment,
A petty boss might employ anyone whom
he desired. The bulk of -accidents oc-
curred at the working face where a
shot ‘placed by an inexperienced man in
the solid coal would go off like a guu.f
and 'if there was any gas in the vicinity
would cause an explosion,

In Nova Scotia the matter had been :
considered, and the government had
brought. in an aet much more sweeping
than his bill, For the present a moder-
ate measure was brought in for the re-,

If the bil! became law it would ex-:
clude Chinese from the working face.
He wanted to be perfeetly frank about
that. It would have the same eflect
with or without experience, but there
was no doubt Chinese were the unfor-
tunate cause of the greater number of
explosions. {

Hon. Mr, Dunsmuir—You have got to!
prove that, ;

In reply Mr. Hawthornthwaite. re-!
viewed the explosions- at Nanaime and '
Wellington, adding that  the: manage,
ment were so wel satisfied ‘that  they
were caused by Chinese that they ceased
to employ them.

Mr. Pooley—That’s not so,

Mr, Hawthornthwaite—With regard to !
the assertion -just made that Chinese
were not the cause of explosions, I never
met a miner of intelligence and inde-
pendence and who was not dominated
by his boss who did not give it as his
frank and honest opinion that they were
the cause. .

Coming back to the bill, Mr. Haw-
thorthwaite said that it also provided
for an examining board of two miners,
and the government also took part and
assisted, thus guaranteeing a certain
amount of protection. These men would
have to consider that if improper men
were allowed to obtain certificates their
own lives might pay for the folly. They
were thus vitally interested in seeing
that only qualified men went under-
ground.

It was urged that this was putting
‘he matter in the miners hands, He
pointed out, however, that the jury sys-
tem in his district was in the hands of
miners. Moreover an examination was
now held for bosses of miners. The
owners had this in their hands with the
aid of the government inspector. Surely
then the miners themselves should have
similar power with regard to men em-
ployed below ground.

The bill, he knew, might be attacked
on constitutional grounds and he sup-
posed the junior member for Victoria
was already preparing notes for an at-
tack. In consideration of the fact that
he was a countryman of the speaker’s
he might forego that prerogative.

It was held that no subject should be
discriminated against, yet this was done
to-day, for Indians could not sell land
nor purchase drink. Yet a great outcry
was made when it was proposed to cur-
tail the privileges of Chinamen. The
whole matter of dealing with Chinese
was clouded by difficulties raised for that
purpose, If the government were com-
posed, as he hoped it would be some day,
of a majority representing the labor clas-
ses, it would make short work of the
question. He asked the members to
shake off an apathy which was almost
hereditary in this House with regard to
the matter, and to protect the miner in
Lis daily avocation. Surely the House
would take into consideration the fact
that accidents were of almost daily oc-
currence in this neighborhood. To point
Lis remarks he read a partial list of ac-
cidents there since the beginning of the
year.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir—Is that due to
employing Chinese in the mines?

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—No, I am quot
ing these simply to  show that greater |
care should be taken. Surely the House
is not going to disregard the matter and
allow this state of things to continue.

He then drew a graphic picture of the |
contrast between the beautiful chamber !
in which the members sat and the dan- !
gerous quarters in which miners worked. }

The Premier—I wonld rather be there
than sit here. !

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—The Premier
says he'd rather be there than sit here.
A great number of coal' miners in this
province heartily wish he was in that
position.

The Premier—I've been there; I under- |
stand it. ]

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—The Premier |
doesn’t understand ihe horrogs attaching
to an explosion. But if the Premier can-
not understand it I think a majority of |
the House can,

The Premier—I know what I am talk-
ing about and you don’t,

Mr. Hawthornthwaite—I know well
enough what I am talking about. i

Raising his voice the speaker referred |
in eloquent terms to the terrors attend- |
ing an explosion, to the fate of the vic-
tims and sorrows of their friends as
their blackened forms were carried out
of the pit. I think, he added, in view
of these things you will be inclined to
listen to their petition with me and not
laugh with the Premiter.

Continuing, he asked them if they
could understand what it meant to be
imprisoned in a mine, and when turning
to a companion for sympathy to find he
was a Jap or Chinaman. He admired
the patience of miners, a patience shetvn
by others of the race at Mafeking and
other places. Yet certain .members re-
fused their prayer, consideration, and
were dispozed to withhold this measure
of protection from them.

These were serious matters, and they
had to be met sooner or later. 'To con-
cede this protection would do much to
establish confidence in the government.
By supporting.the bill they would bring
joy and pleasure to the hearts of thou-
sands of women as well as relief to the

He appealed to the Premier. Mr. Duns-
muir, before election, had made certain
pledges of what he would do for the
working men. He was willing to give
him credit for getting the Chinese from
Extension mine and of trying to do so
entirely from the mines, and ameliorate
the conditions of the working men.
(Loud apolause,)

The Minister of Mines said that in
view of the importance of the bill and
the fact that he had not been honored by

the confidence of Mr, Hawthornthwaite in
the preparation of it, he moved the ad-
journment of the debate until Monday.

Victoria, March 12th,

The House opened at 2.13, prayers be-
ing read by Rev. Elliot S. Rowe.

Mr, McPhillips presented a petition on
behalf of the War Eagle and Centre
Star Mining Companies against validat-
ing the water record of the B, C.
Southern railway. The petition was re-
ceived,

Mr. Pooley, chairman of the railway
committee, ‘submitted the resunlt of the
morning’s deliberation of that body, re-

i porting the Queen Charlotte Islands.

Mr. Curtis presented a petition request-
ing the privilege of introducing a pri-
vate bill, although the time had elapsed
for doing so. It stood over pending a
report on the petition of the previous

| day by the standing orders committee.

The House went into committee to

grant supply to His Majesty. On mo-

tion of the Finance Minister. the date
was fixed for Monday.

Mr. Martin—I suppose the uon. gen-
tleman hasn’t fixed the day for his
speech.

Mr. Turner—Yes; Monday. Will you
be ready by then?

Mr. Martin—I am ready now. (Laugh-
ter.)

Mr. Turner’s act to amend the Assess-
ment Act was transmitted by message,
and the House weat into committee, sub-
sequently recommending the submission
of the bill to the House. ' The report
was received and the bill read a first
time.

Mr. Brown moved: “Whereas, under
the constitution of the province of Brit-
ish Columbia, four years may, and as.a
rule do, elapse between one general elec-
tion and another; and whereas, between
one general election and another, ques-
tions arise as to the assistance. to be
given by the province to private enter-

prises, many of which questions are of |
be glad to have the vote of the electorate
{ on every vote he gave in the House.

large and far-reaching importance; and
whereas it is advisable, in the public in-
terest, that the electors of the piovince
should have the right to secare, in some
proper and constitutional way, an op-
portunity to express their approval or
disapproval of proposals to grant to
private enterprises large amounts of the

public moneys or pfiolic ’ands of the |!:
in the House. (Applause.)

Mr. McPhillips instanced the failure !
o_f the ()tm.w:x government to act on the |
liquor plebiscite as an example of the !

province; therefore, be it reselved, that
this House would aporove of a measure
designed to provide, under proper safe-
guards and conditions, for the reference

of such proposals to a vote of the elecs | :

I had cost an immense amount of mouney,
and although, as far as votes was con- |
{ cerned, the people had expressed them- !

tors of/the province.”

In presenting the rasoluticm, Mr,
Brown said he did so as a busiuess pro-
position. A bill of his embodyiug the
same principle had been ruled out of

of printing the bill with the possibility

of its being ruled out of order he had | _°~ ’ ~
i resolution as  un-British. It would

brought the matter up this session in
the form of a resolution. The resolution
showed that it was possible to frame a
bill that would not be revolutionary.
Many people at once stamped this as
the referendum, without knowing what
that implied. To-day that principle was
in operation in the municipal law in a

{ much stricter sense, it being impossible
for a municipal council to vote away | " -
 goverzment ownership of railways, yet

{ when election came the people pronounc-

large sums without reference to the pub-
e 1

He pointed out that the necessity for
the principle was much more necessary
with a government of a province. In

much eloger touch with the people, and
was more closely identified with public
opinion, from the fact that its members
were elected every year, while the mem-

ed about every fourth year.

The government of this country also !

bore a stronger relationship to a muni-

political in its complexion than that of

other provinces, and the questions befove |

it were more of the nature of the de-
velopment of the country.

He referred as an illustration of the |

necessity for the adoption of this prin-
ciple to the questions before the people

of Manitoba to-day, where a large num- |
' ber  of people doubted very much the |
i wisdom of the course the government

roposed to take in regard to railways.

He believed that if this principle had | onment” was not representative of the

] | people. The bye-elections ha -
bargains would have been secured for | . . ctlons Bad been con

i the province. In the matter of the |
: Crow’s Nest land grant and the Shuswap |

been in operation in the past, better

& Okanagan railway, an illustration
was given of bargains which would not
have been taken had the people been
able to pass upon them.

In the latter case which, according to |
; the Attorney-General, had filled a valley
with a great population, ‘“who raised |
. tons of flour, which was tumned into

wheat,” the earnings were reported to
be only $700, whereas in N>w Zealand

the earnings were rarely less than $1,600 ,

per mile per year.
The Nelson & Fort Sheppard railway
was also referred to to point the speak-

| er’s remarks,

The resolution necessitated greater
care by the government, so that when a
bill came before the people it could be
justified as a good bargain.

Mr. Pooley criticized the resolution as

! striking at the root of the constitutional

privileges of the people and at responsi-
ble government. It placed the power in

the hands of those on the government |

side of the House of remaining there for-

ever, It reduced the House to a mere !

debating society. A government need

take no responsibility at all. The resolu- '

tion thus struck at the root of parlia-
mentary government and practice, It
was detrimental to the members of the

‘House as a free-speaking people, and

would bhe very much out of place in a
country governed by constitutional law.
The member for New Westminster, in
speaking of railway grants, had admit-
ted that these bargains might have been

ratified, although they might have been !

accompanied by greater limitations had
the principle been in force. The people
of the province had returned the govern-
ment which made these grants to power,
thus vindicating the bargains they had
made, and it required considerabl arro-
gance for the member for New West-
minster to suppose that he véiced the
sentiments of the people of British Co-
lumbia. He was opposed to the resolu-
tion, and would vote against it. (Gov-
ernment applause.)

Mr, Curtis could not acgree with Mr,
Poolev’s statement -that if matters be-
fore the House were referred to the peo-
ple it would strike at corstituticnal
privileges. He fully expected that the
hon. member would deéfend the House
of Lords or the Senate, which were not
rapresentative at all, and which were less
qualified to speak than the people them-
selves, and which were retained because

¢ of being a check on the Commons. The

statement of Mr. Pooley that every Gues-

tion before the House by this rule must
be referred to the people, showed that
t'he last speaker had not read the resolu-
tion. The resolution expressly stated
that it was to be resorted to only in
case of large grants to private enter-
prises,

'He regarded the principle as a very
necessary one. The history of this pro-
vince, of every province of Canada, of
Canada itself, was full of instances
where the interests of the country had
b'eon sacrificed to the greed ‘ef’ corpora-
tions of very doubtful merit. (Hear,
hear.) -

: He referred to what was taking place |
In another province to-day, where a gov- |

ernment elected on the principle of gov-
ernment ownership of railways had com-
mitted itself to the principle of govern-

| ment ownership of railway debts, which

was a very different thing, and would
defeat the plank upon which they had
been elected. He had lately visited that
province, and knew that many people
there were apprehensite of the govern-
ment’s action. The operation of the
rule would make the administration very
careful regarding the measures to which
they committed themselves,

The argument of the junior member
for Esquimalt, that because the govern-

CANCELLATION OF RESERVE.

CASSIAR DISTRIOT.

Notice I8 hereby given that the reserva-
tien placed on Crown lands situated in the
Bennett Lake and Atlin Leke Mining Divi-
slons of Cassiar District, motice of which
was published in the British Columbia
Gazette and. dated 13th December, 1898, is
hereby cancelled.

i W. C. WELLS,

Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works.

Lands and Works Department,
Vietoria, B. O., 30th January, 1901

[Do You Want

" All or part of your farm? If go, list your
property with me. I am making a specialty
iof farming lands, and at the present time
can dispose of your property if prices are

ment was returned it was therefore en- |

dorsed, was fallacious. It was well |
known that the real issue was often ob- |

scured in election,

He fully expected Mr. Pooley and the !

government to oppose the resolution.
Being in the saddle they proposed to ride
the horse over a precipice if they wish-
ed to do so.

In Manitoba it might be advisable to
make:it worth while for those who put
through a deal of that kind to retire from

| publie life.

His hon. friends opposite championed
the Senate as a check to the popular
chamber. The resolution proposed a
much more effective check.

Concluding, Mr. Curtis said he would

Mr. Hayward charged the members of

{ the opposition with playing to the gal-

leries. It came with peculiar bad grace

| from the hon. gentlemen who had spok-

en, as they had acted as members of a
former cabinet, and had spent the peo-
ple’s money without even having a seat

defective working of a referendum. It

selves: in no uncertain way, yet the

| premier of Canada had stated that he
order last year. To avoid the expense | \\fmld 040 [hts vff("ct to that vote unless
by an overwhelming majority.

Mr. Phillips, continuing, criticized the

make of the legislature a mere recording
chamber. At present the members were

| the representatives of the people, for

whom they acted. _He mentioned the
countries where the referendum was in
operation, and contrasted the conditions

| }\'hi(-h ('-_\:isu\d there with those obtaining
in  British Columbia. The opposition
{ had declared that the people wanted

ed ;1g:\inﬁt the principle, The opposition
were trying to foist this nostrum on the

{ House in defiance of the principle they

i
gl ot 5 .. | now p S
municipalities the governing body wis in | proposed.

Mr. Oliver (Delta) pointed out that

. provision was made that the questious

should be submitted only under certain
safeguards and conditions. He thought

there was sufficient intelli i
| 8 gence in ]
bers of the House as a rule were elect¥ ] e

House to provide those conditions.

_He regarded himself.as representative
of the peopvle, and when he ceased to be
representative of their, views he would

cipal government, because it was jess | T€3ign his seat.

He denied emphatically that the elee-
torate had pronounced against the gov-
ernment ownership of railways. Mem-

i bers on the other side had been elected

on that platform, and even ministers of
the _crown.

Was the present government elected
by the people ? How many factions
were there in the late election ? All
kn2w well enough that they did net re-
present the people and were not elected
by the people. (Applause.)

Hon. Mr. Turner denied that his gov-

clusive of that. Members of a former
government had been removed by
strange means, but whenever the people

|20t a chance they reinstated them.

Who was to be the judge of whether

i or not the member for Delta represented
! his constituents ?

) Personally, he be-
lieved he was not representative of

| them, but such a matter could be de-

cided only by an election,

The opposition had sought to show, by
this reselution that the government was
up[}osed to the people, that they were
legxsl:gt_ing for monopolists, and that the
opposition were the only representatives
of the people. 'There could be no great-
er refutation of this than that the gov-
ernment }md been returned by an enor-
mous majority. -

The reseolution, he claimed, aimed at
the British constitution, which was not
a thing of yesterday, but which had
been the growth of centuries. The reso-

| lution sct out that governments should

shirk their duties and go back to the
people. . Where was the line to be
dr.m_vn ? The government spent fromt a
million and a half to two millions ir
ordinary expenditure. Was this to b
referred back to the peopile ?

He asked how would the affairs of a
company be carried on if the directors
bhad to go back to the shareholders for
endorsation for every expenditure which
they propose to make,

Mr. Curtis, interrupting, said that such
a rule practically existed to-day—that
no disposition could be made of property
without referring to the shareholders.

Hon. Mr. Turner accused the member

' for Rossland of attempting to trust the

facts and blind the electors of the pro-
vinee.

“I’'ve penrd it said,” he added, *“time
and again, what a lot of popycock reso-
Intions they do introduce in your House.”

Mr.. Martin—They were referring to
your resolutions, <

Mr. Turner, continuing, said he did

¢ not wish that the honorable member for

Rusglaud would drop his ‘practice of
moving resolutions in which he did not
himself believe, merely for the sake of
playing to the gallery. He apparently
was ready to die on the altar of his
country, forgetting altogether the mem-
ber - for Rossland. (Government ap-
plause.)

Coneluding the debate, Mr. Brown
said that he had the satisfaction of
knowing that if the votes were on the
other s'de, the log'c and common sense
were all on his. His opponents had con-
tended that the resolation struck at con-
stitutional government. On the con-
trary, it was right in line with consti-
tutional government. If it was contrary

to it. why not strike the principle out of

the Municipal act ?
Hon. Mr. Eberts—It’s not in it.
Mr. Brown—It isn’t, en? I don't

J. E. CHURCH,

14 TROUNCE AVE.

E NOTICE.
i

Notice is hereby 'given that {he Cassiar
Central Railway Company, incorporated by
an Act of the Legislatnre of British Col-
vmbia, will apply to the Parliameut of
Canada, at its next session, for an Act to
declarey the Cassiar Central Rallway Oom-
pany to be a bcdy corporate and politie
within the juriediction of the Parliament
of Canada, and the vomparny’'s raillway so
be a work for the general advantage of
Canadu; also to anthorize the company te
exercise running powers over and to the
use and operaticn ot the property of other
railway companies and to make such am
rangements for conveying or leasing the
ccmpany’s railv.ay and its rights and pow-
ers as is uscvally given to railway core-
panies In their Acts of incorporation; aand
for other purposes.

H. B. M“31VERIN,
Solicitor for Said Company.

Dated at Ottawa, this 18th day of Janu-
ary, 1001,

WANTED—Bright men and women can-
vassers for ‘“Queen Victoria, Her Life
and Reign.” Introduction by Lord Duf-
ferin. A thrilling new book. Sales mar
vellous. The Queen as girl, wife, mother
and monarch. Reads liké-a romance.
Grandly illustrated. Big commission.
Books on time. Lots of money in it. Send
for free prospectus. The Linscott Pub-
lishing Co., Toronte.

OR SALE—‘“Oak Farm,” Lake Distrid
6 miles from Victorla, on West Saanic
rcad, comprising 61 acres, nearly a
cultivated, and good bulldings. ¢
furthell'ngarticulars apply to John Blad
on premises.

EGGS FOR HATCHING—Choice Silyer-
Laced Wyandottes, $1.00 per setting.
Orders taken at Dixi Ross’s.

know what the Hon. Attorney-General
may deny next. He’s capable of deny-
ing almost anything. But I know that
municipalities can’t vote away money to
private individuals without a vobte of

the people. We all know that to be a
fact.

Continuing, Mr. Brown said that if,
as was stated, the principle would keep
the government in power, why did they
not support it ?

Much had been said, also, of the return
of the government to power. The mem-
ber for Delta had fully answered that
by poeinting out how the issues were ob-
scured. In the late election there was
no charge of malfeasance of any min-
ister, but simply of mistaken policy.
The government was not returned on a
vote such as would be given under this
princinle, The government was enabled
to sit in the House partially because of
a gerrymander and on a minority vote
of the electors.

What were the facts ? The Finance
Minister had raked down the member
for Rossland, yet that member seeured
a vote bat little less than that of all the
ministers combined. Yet the supporters
of that government talked -such rubbish
about being endorsed by the people.

The plebiscite on the liquor question,
he pointed out, was for the purpose ot
seeing whether the prohibition sentiment
was sufficiently advanced to warrant
legislation. It was not a parallel case
at all. A parallel was afforded, how-
ever, in the municipal referendum.

Mr. Turner had spoken of members
shirking their duty under the referen-
dum. On the contrary, it would hold
members up to their duty. Members
would be more careful of their votes
on a question which they knew would
have to go to the people. It was all
very well for government members to
talk as though human nature was not
human nature, as though they were but
a little lower than the angels, and as
if charter-mongers had no influence over
the'r pure souls.

It was useless for them to resort to
the old device of waving the Union Jack
as the Finanee Minister had done. It
was no good, because the resolution wae
in aceordance with the spirit of Britisk
freedom in giving the people an oppor-
{unity to assert themselves when gov-
ernmernits attempted to make arbitrary
use of their powers.

The voice of the people had not been
against government ownership of rail-
ways. He could not help noting the
marked difference in the way in which
the government referred to the rl.g‘hts
and powers of the people on the hustings,
and in the House. (Hear, hear.)

It was absurd, too, to say that the
government was endorsed by the peo-
ple. It was formed of the scattered
factions which were returned to the
Honse after the elections. The Martin
party was the only one which brought
a respectable following back to the
House after those elections.

If one thing had been demonstrated
to him during the campaign it was the
abhorrence of the people for a revival
of Turneritm. He did not wuse that
term in an . offensive way, but as typify-
ing a form of government for which the
Jinance Minister was part.ally respon-
sible.

His opponents had adopted roundabout
means to avoid the resolution and to
dodge the issue. It did not follow. as
haé been urged, that the resolution
would involve referring every question
to the prorle. It had not that effect in
municipal affairs. Why would it bhave
that effect in other matters ?

He was sorry the time of the House
had been wasted by the illogical argu-
ments of the government. He believed
that the principle would, before long, be
engrossed on the statute books. (Oppo-
sition anplause.)

The division which followed resulted
as follows.

Yeas—Mesers. Mclnnes, Gilmour, Sta-
bles, E. C. Smith, Oliver, Hawthorn-
thwaite, Brown, Martin, Curtis, Munro,
Green—I11.

Nays—Mesers, Neill, McPhiilips, Tar- -~

ner, Helmcken Dunsmnir BEberts. Al
W. Smith, Ellison, Clifford, Tatlew,

| Havward, Garden, Fulton, Prentice, |

‘Wells, McBride, Pooley, Murphy, Rog-
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