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Sydney, N. S —-Siuce the starting o«
the strike the mipers have sacrificed
in wages, on the vasis of the totsi
paid in 1924, no less than four and &

" half million dollars Whatever
they may hope for in the shape
of a ] the y can ses
nothing but sueh a reduction in
wages as will permit of mining coal
at a cost to compete in the Montreal
market with bituminous coal import-
ed from Virginia

There is no talk of earning any-

Must Apeept Cut
S0 the men must accept a cut o
the mines remain idle, and, further-
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i% & reduction of production
of several hundrod thousand toms.
Poor Outlook y
No. matter hgw soon  the sirike
ends, the outiook for Besco's coal
for the dalance of the present
s good. It iy getting very
o c new contracts. The
Bas alfeady been [artially
filling obdérs with - Virgiala
coal, hoping to complete them when
their
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working.
of the mabagement is that
and’ when ‘the miners return to
terms that shall make econ-
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omic production possible, there may
ensue & period of, say, fve years of
steady development and improvement
alike in the welfare of the miners
and in the company's property.
Abolish Old System
Just as important as an agree-

$100 Per Year.

REPLY
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DEADLOCK UNTIL AFTER
THE ELECTIONS IN NOVA
SCOTIA COAL MINE STRIKE

Wage Reduction or No Wagé Reduction 1Is.
- Where Both Parties to Dispute Are
; Standing Pat

. {tinued. The miners were never in

|
2 miner worker seldom sees the buls
of his week s wages, which are large
ly mortgaged for union dues, doctors’
fees, goods bought at the company’s
stores and many other items. And
yet this system is accepted and vir.
tually insisted upon by the migers
As the first step towards this re
form the company has gone out of
general trading and closed all fits
shops. This move has proved um-
welcome to the buying public eof the
district, and there were many re<
quests that the stores should be com-

fluenced to trade at the companys
stores and, in fact, not more than
fifty per cent did.

It is not easy to discover any
ground for the charges of ishuman |’
treatment of the miners by the com-
pany. The houses which the men
rent from the company, althongh of
wood, are not hovels. A six-roomed }
house costs 36 a month. ufd caf be
bought for $500 on very easy terfns,
They are equipped with sanitary ar
ringements wherever the municipal-
fty has grovided se And

ing districts but their workmesn con-

stitute the governing bodies. Fuel s

provided at less than cost and doetor

and medicine for an entire family

comes to only twemty dollars a year.
No Sympathetle Strike

The steal workers, after a bitter
struggle rather more than a year
ago, are on excellent terms with the
company. They are making records
in productions. Methods have been
improved until steel has regently
been turmed out at a cost lower by
$7 a ton than formerly. The steel
workers turn a deaf ear te any pro-
posal for a sympathetic strike.

Besco officials expect to show like
trogress in the thines when a satls-
factory arr is reached with
the mine workers.

The market is limited, it is troe.
Not a great deal is sold in the Mari-
time Provinces. Sales abroad may
be described as accidental. The
steel plant and Quebec Provioce must
in the future, as in the past, be look-
od to to absord the balk of the pro-
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" their elose proximity to Toryism or I

True Confidence and Understanding Between Employer
and Employee Absolutely Necessary to Industrial Peace.

—

OTTAWA, ONT, TUESDAY, JUNE 30th, 1925
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N. Mr.

My attention has been drawn to | dehste on the bulget in the House
of Commons on April 14th of this year 88 reported in Hansard and particu-
iarly to a portion of the Honorable the Minister of Labor, Mr. Murdock's
speech on that date. ' | refer especially to Mr. Murdock's attack upon the
publication of whiceh I have the privilege of editing, wherein he aceuses
“The Canadian Lahor Press™ of being & mouthpieee for the Conservative
party, propagating as he terms it: *‘T@ry propaganda.”” The general ob
Jection I have to Mr. Murdoek's assumptions is that they are incorreet.

For example, the Minister complails that “* The Canadian Labor Pre
has no standing with organized labor; le our offices in Montreal and Tor-
onto are in the heart of the Tory dislriet and our advertising is reeeived
from sources that have no interest in laber.

Let me deal with these three points. - Whilst it is true that *““The
(Canadian Labor Press'’ is privately owned in the sense that no offiecial or-
ganization eontrols the publication, it I8 im this respect mot any different
from a.dozen publications devoted to labor news and views throughout Can-
ada and classified as labor publications By the Department of Labor of whiclr
the Minister is the head. Amongst the ones elassified by the Department
is ““The Canadian Labor Press.’” 'so we have the curious spectacle of the
Minister in one place, stating that our publication is not a labor one and
the Minister's Department, presumably suthorized by him, stating that it is.
I would suggest therefore that the Mimister seek to reconcile the views of
his Department with his own public stélements. May [ add on this point
that owing to our freedom from contsol by any one group, we have been
able  to adopt an independent position #nd express more fully, views we feel
necessary for the welfare of Canadal than we might have been able to
so express if group eontrolled. In addiion. individual members of our staff
are conneeted with the organized lahormovement and have heen for several
years. :

Mr. Murdoek’s second complainfis that *‘it can be shown, generally
speaking, we have been pretty sane reasonable because our offices are
in the Tory districts of Montreal and Toronto.”” Whilst admittedly an
editor likes to be complimented upon moderation and sanity of his pub-
lication, yet I feel the Honorable gentléman is placing the two federal daily
newspapers of Toronto in a peculiar ition because they, like ourselves,
bave their offices in the ““heart of the Tory distriet of Toronto’’ and one
must therefore conclude that either they are s2ne and reasonable because of
ourselves, in the Minister’s view,
F their offices in that distriet.

there is some sinister purpose in havi

The final complaint of Mr. M is that we secure advertising for

our publication from orgsnizations not isterested in labor and amongst others
he mentions Anglin-Noreross of Monti#al and Cosgrave’s Brewery of Tor-
onto, Knowing that both of these firnis employ nnion labor, one wounld nat-
terest if a labor publication is to be copting advertising

from business firms because they may hold opposite views to the Govern-
ment of the day, then I suggest that the Minister point this out to the exe-
cutive of the Dominion Trades Congress, whose official journal each month
contains advertising from firms similar to those the Minister eriticizes in
our columns and in fact from many of the same firms specified by the Min-
ister in his speech. Either the Trades Congress is doing a perfectly legitim-
ate aet in accepting such advertising, or it has some dire purpose in store
for organized labor, if the Minister’s reasoning be sound. [ prefer to be-
lieve the former viewpoint.

Oneé ought to feel flattered I suppose upon receiving the attention of
the Minister in public debate upon a matter so vital ¢oncerning the welfare
of Canada but apart from all personal predelictions in conneection with par-
tisan matters, I should like to put these reflections upon the subjeet of the
tariff for your readers’ consideration. A Trade Union is organized to pro-
teet its members from unfair competition which, usually is the competition
of those whose methods would break down the standards of living for Trade
Unionists. Those who uphold the National Poliey have been for many years
organized to proteet ALL the citizens of Canada from unfair competition by
those whose methods would mean the breaking down of standards of living
for ALL Canadian citizens. In essence then, the advocates of Trade Union-
ism and of protection are the same in. prineiple. That this is so may be
seen in the statements of prominent members of the Labor meovement such
as Mr. Tom Moore, President of the Dominion Trades and Labor Congress,
who, in the January, 1925 issue of the ‘‘Canadian Congress Journal’’, the
official magazine of the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, stated that
““labor accepts the policy of tariff protection for industry ‘as a necessary
corollary of the proteetion of their 0wn means of earning a living.”’ The
President of the Confederation of Catholic Workmen of Canada takes th_
same view. The Canadian Federation of Labor is on record alse favoring
a National Poliey. Apart from these official bodies, many of the officials
of organized labor in the Dominion have particularly taken an aetive. part
in favor of protection. Can it be doubted then as to where labor stands
upon this poliey?

These facts, Sir, seem to me sufficient proof that the ‘‘Canadian Labor
Press’ is pursuing a poliey in sccord with the general policy of the Labor
movement throughout Canada when it supports an adequate tariff for the

At the present time we are compelled to see Canada contributing to the pros-
perity of the United States and as Canadian citizens what we should like to
see is the United States likewise contributing i

as
dians remember that we are contributing to the prosperity of European
tries as well as the United States—eountries such as Germany, France, ete.,
by reason of our absurdly altruistic tariff policy,

May I ask the Minister, you for the benefit of your readers,
these questions as | am certain the ian public would be greatly inter-
ested in his answers. A

1. As a member of organized labor, believing in the right
T'nions to protect their members against unfair competition, does
hthr:ﬁtdmeiﬁuhpmmw'uwmm-

2. As the Minister in charge of the Department of Labor.
the Dominion Trades Congress as the official Labor body in Canada and
knowing the attitude the Congress has taken toward the tariff question,

In conclusioh, let me say thikt insofar as the ‘‘Canadian Labor Press’’
is comcerned, nmot ome cent has been received from the Comservative Party

beeause of our adveesey of protection.
I am, Sir,

Yours faithfully,

THE CANADIAN LABOR PRESS, LIMITED.

JAMES T. GUNN.
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THE CANADIAN GOVT.
AT HOME AND ABROAD

'What Is the Government Going to Do in
Interest of Further Immigration Policy?

1 “To all intents and purposes the immigration policy of the Do
,%x.‘nmn today, or rather the carrying out thepeof, is in the hands of

=~ Egan, the deputy minister and his staff. Mr. Egan ix by no

means an advoeate of the ““open door’™ policy and believes that any
one who enters the Dominion should be assured of a position when
| he comes here and able to fill it The open door pelicy, he believes,
will be disastrous to the Dominion and would result in the entry
finto Canada of a “‘devil’s hrood”” which could never be assimil-
| ated

] It is probable that Mr. Egan is somewhat timid in this regard,
but at the \present time there ¥ e

| N0 mumister in a position to give
his time toward backing him up in

grated from Britain
It is arparently forgotten that the

an aggressive poliey ““Toron- greatest period of Canadian prosper-
to Star, June 23rd, 1925." ity existed during the years when
“The far flung invitations to im- there was am open door policy of im-

{>igrants is emphasized to the full migration, and when hundreds of
{ There is still room and a welcome thousands of English, Irish. Scoteh
{for millions of men and women of land Welsh came here to settle down
the right kind (official guide to' Weam- ' ia new homes and MADE GOOD.
bley). Page 55 Nothing could illos- The “Canadian Labor Press” takes
trate betier the weak vacillating po- the viewpoint that we need jmmi-
licy of the Canadian Governmeat than jgvanis in order to develop our splen-
the contrast presested by the®s two idid resources and that the Canadian
statements. Government should place a minister
It is no wonder that the Rritish 'in charge of colonization and immi-
people are confused as to prospects | gration so that a vigorous policy can
in Canada when the officials’ state-{be pursued in furthersnce of this very
ments of Canadian immigration auth- | necessary work.
orities are quoted to them as @ reason | If this is not dome our agricultural
against immigration. |and commercia] industries will stag-
If the position taken by the Deputy |mate as they have a tendemey to do
Minister of Immigration in the “Star” | under the Government's present po-
interview is corvectly reported. them |licy and the o |
it comstitutes a @irect siap in the fsce | ping farther Hack to the Setrimen:
to every Camadian citizen who efii- every interest in the community.

' Outline of the Murdock Plan

Glace Bay, N. S—In an sffort tojvise Mr. Mclurg, viee-president of
settle the prolonged strike of miners | Besco, that if the company so0 de-
in the Cape Breton collferies. 2 pro-|sired. pending a settiement of the
position designed by James Murdock,  strike. all maintenance men would be
Canadian minister of lsbor, was sub- | instructed to report for duty. This
mitted to all the United Mine Work- | offer wasn't accepted a; the company
ers’ locals in the province {gitimed that on account of the com-
The British Empire Steel Corpors-|@itions in effect in many mines caus-
tion objects to the Murdock pro-|ef by lack of maintenance for s time.
posal, because It provides for the very many of the mafutepance mien
Mlﬁndmcv‘mlm"m‘;“\uw at work for some
“check-oft.™ itime Late last evening Mr Melurg

This virtually means that some §00 hatded me 2 stptement outhining the
men now. om the company's “blach | basis upom which the company would
list”™ never would be re-employed ‘acn. to a settiement of the existing
The military and police on duty in |strike. That statement wag present-
the mine strike area Bave beem re-/ed to the miners® district board, and
nt«mw&.uﬂmdlﬂw!theynumuocnm’n—
bers of the Royal Canadian Horse |posals. which appear slmost, if not
Artillery. | A | entirely impossible of acosptance.

In the statement whilk be issmed “The district board of the miners
before leaving Cape Breton, James | have asked for s few days to canvass
Murdock, minister of lsbor, said in certain guestions contasined in the
part: |company's proposals and to prepare

“At 2 pm. June 17, the miners’ |the questions at issue for submission
digtrict board authorized me to ad- |10 a referendum vote of the miners.”
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Sucll dhae! See how mois snd Sough
! gThar's what I call rec! chewing sad
80 mistake shout £! 25 e —the new
fow peice for TWO plug! Some buy!
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