AND ALMANAC FOR 1882,

Ploughing. —J. D. Woodward.
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APRIL,
’CHES In the ancient Alban cilendar, with a year of 10 menths, it stood first,
that of Romulus, it had second place, and in Num 18’ 12-month calendar,
i e present or fourth position By the Romans it was called Venus’ month,
Wbviously because of nature’s reproducing powers being set agoing at this
Us? #eason,and the probability therefore is, that its name is derived from Aphro-
ite, the Greek name of Venus, and thus Aphrilis --Aprl
————

THIS9— 3 FESTIVALS.
W ArriL Fool's Davy, 1st April. The custom of “*fooling” cannot be traced,
$3% @ut probably originated from the very earliest heathen times, its practice
't Weing so widely prevalent over the earth and confined to the
Wenoting a very early origin amongst mankind.,
N. % % PaLv Sunpay, 2nd April.  Held in commemoration of Christ’s e
Werusalem, when the people met him with palm leaves, &ec.
. @y that members of the Church of Rome carr
Clocks in prigs and slips of willow and ever
bremonies are performed.
Goov Frinay or Passion Day, 7Tth April

be Crucifixion of our Lord, In the Roman Church it is celebrate 1 with
eculiar services—the adoration of the Cross, special mass, &c. It is also
lebrated in the English Church with solemnity. On this day the custom
eating ‘* hot x ( uarked) buns” is observed.

Easter Sunpay, 9th April. A festival now celebr:
the Resurrection of Christ, but of whose orig
8 celebration is a moot question.  Con iected with it in ancient times were
bserved many old customs, oue in particular, the *‘paschal o pace’ eggs—
mbolic of the revivification of nature—which were colored with dyes and
esented to one another, or used in games, rolling them on the grass,
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