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When Rasputin Returned to St. Petersburg
After His Long “Exile,” Hi ~

Turned His Attention to Establishing New

.

Acquaintances Who Could Help Him in
His Enlarged Vision of Political and Dip-

lomatic Importance. e

The Balkan War Gave the “Monk’” the Oppor-

" tunity He Desired Once More To Become
a National Figure—He Repeated to All
Who Would Listen That He Had a Vision
of National Disaster If Russia Drew the
Sword.

. Rasputin was far too clever ever to say one word capable of
offending the Empress, whose proud temperament would never
have forgiven him any familiarity had he dared to venture upon
it. Whenever he was in her presence he kept a most humble atti-
tude, and certainly never discussed with her any matters of state
and never dared entertain her with aught else than religious ques-
tions. He was far less guarded with regard to what he told the
emperor, with whom it is unfortunately true that he sometimes
allowed 'himself remarks he would have done better to keep to
himself. But th® czar never looked upon him' in any other light
than in that of a jester, whose sayings were absolutely devoid of

~ any importance whatever, but who amused the czar at times ' by
* the daring manner in which he would touch upon things and eriti-

cize people whose names only he would ever have dared to men-
- tion in a disparaging tone before Nicholag II. But between that

- and the possession of any real power and influence there was an

abyss whieh- unfortunately, in view.of the turn that.events were
to take, no one noticed among,all those who lamented over the

- almost constant presence of Rasputin at Tzarskoie Selo.

Court Followers Use Rasputin. ;

All that I have said, however, refers only to the emperor and
empress. In regard to some people who surrounded them it was
not quite the same. It is certain that from the first day that the
‘“‘Prophet’’ was introduced at Tzarskoie Selo some intriguing per-
sons applied themselves to make use of him for their own special
benefit and advantage, and tried to create around him a legend
that had hardly anything in common with the real truth. It is
useless to mention the names of these people, whose influence it
must be hoped is now at an end. But it is impossible not to speak
of their activity in regard to the spreading of these rumors whicl
attributed to Rasputin an importance he was never really in pos-
session of. This caused no small damage to the prestige of the
dynasty. Rasputin ought to have been considered for what he
was—that is, a kind of jester, “‘un fou du rei,’’ who, like Chicot
in Duma’s famous novels, allowed himself to say all that he
thought to his sovereign and whose words or actions no one could
take seriously into account. Instead of this some-ambitious men
and women, mostly ‘befonging to that special ¢lass’ of Tchinowni-

. kis or civil functionaries that has always been the curse of Rus-

sia and that, happily, is losing every day something of its for.
mer power, profited by the circumstance that the solitary exist-
ence led by the imperial court in its varions residenees did not al-
Jow. any outside rumors to penetrate to the ears of the rulers of
the country. They intentionally transformed Rasputin into :
kind of deus ex machina, whose hand could be traced .in every
event of importance which occurred and who could at will re
move and appoint ministers, generals, ladies in waiting, court of
ficials and at last induce the czar himself to deprive his uncle the
Grand Duke Nicholas, of the supreme command of the army and
to assume it himself.

These different tales were repeated and carried about all over
Russia with alacrity, and all the énemies of the reigning house
rejoiced in hearing them. They were untrue nine times out of
ten, and generally invented for a purpose. Rasputin did not in-
fluence the ezar, who is far too intelligent to have ever allowed
this uneducated peasant to guide or to advise him, but unfortu-
nately he influenced other people, who really believed him to be
all powerful. A kind of eamarilla formed itself around Rasputin
:that clung to him and used him for its own purposes, and that
went about saying that he was the only man in the whole of Rus-
sia capable of obtaining what one wanted, provided it pleased him

' to do so. One declared that he could persuade the empress, al

ways trembling for the health of her only son, to disecuss with her

' imperial spouse any subject that he might suggest. In reality nc

.- ten called by her fo pray at the bedside of the little boy,

_iow an independent trail, ana fight

such th.ing ever took place. Alexandra Feodorowna always kept
Rq.sputm at arms’ length, and for one thing had far too mmuck

faith in his absolute disinterestedness even to imagine offering
him any reward or gratification. But it is a fact that he was of

who rep-
resented the best hope of Russia. This ecircumstance was cleverly
exploxted.. No one was ever present at his interviews with the
czar or with the empress; it was therefore easy for him to say
what he liked about them, eertain that ne one eould ever contra-
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“‘Rasputin did not believe in the
sincerity of his newly acquired ad-
_visors, but he was shrewd enough to
see that their help woy.ld be of
wonderful value to him.”

diet him, with the exeeption of the interested persons themselves,
and these could never get to hear or to learn anything about the
wild tales which it pleased him, together with his friends, to put
into eirculation regarding the position which -he occupied at the
court. Thanks to his persuasive: powers and to the undoubted
magnetic forece he was possessed of, he contrived to imbue even
earnest and serious people with the convietion that he was at
times the echo of the voices of those placed far above him, and
that they called upon him to say to others what it embarrassed
them to mention themselves.

In Russig, as a general rule, the people in power were all
eringing before -the czar, whom they never dared to contradict.
There were at the time I am writing about some ministers who
believed, or affected to believe, in all the extraordinary tales which
it pleased Rasputin to repeat, and who thought it useful to follow
the indications whieh it pleased him to give to them. He was
only too delighted to be considered the most powerful personage
in the whole of the Russian Empire. He helped as much as he
could to aeeredit all the legends going about among the public in
regard to his own person, and he imagined that the best way to
add to his reputation as a man who did not care for the opinions
of the world was to treat this world with disdain and with con-
tempt, and to transform into his humble slaves ladies belonging
to the highest social ranks, just as he had transformed into his
handmaidens the peasant girls who had fallen under his spell,

Raspulin Intrigues Against His Enemies.

That he magnetized most of the people with whom he prayed
gseems but too true. Perhaps they did not notice it, and perhaps
this was done with the consent of those on whom He exercised his
hypnotic strength—it is difficult to know exaetly—but that his
prayer meetings were the scene of spiritist and magnetic experi-
ences all who have ever been present agree in saying. He made
no secret about the fact and openly acknowledged the use which
he made of the state of -trance in which he liked to throw his
disciples, especially those belonging to the weaker sex. He prac-
ticed to the full all the customs of the ‘‘Khystys,”’ but he added
to them g cunning such as is but rarely found in a human being,
and a tough knowledge of human nature which gave him the
facility to exploit the passions of the many vile people who
thought that he was their instrument while in reality it was they
who were playing fiddle to his tune,

After his return to St. Petersburg he applied himself to the
task of setting aside all his former patroms, such as Illidore,
against whom he contrived to irritate several important members

oi the .Ha!y Synos with false yorh about remarks which the
now ‘disgraced -monk was-suppeséd-.to have made. -He confrived
o bring"
mogene, from wh

8, 1 able revelations con
when he had preached his so-calleg doetrine in the town and gov-
ernment ‘of Saratoff. On the. ot

.

port in ﬁig» synad.
e practical ‘subjects than religious fervo;j,_ or re-

ligious reférms, and sought the society of business and financial

people. Among these he soon obtained the opportunities he
longed for and established a kind of large shop or concern where
everything in the world could be bought or sold, from & pound of
butter to minister’s portfolio,

It.is no exaggeration to say that there was a time when
nothing of importance ever occurred in the political, social and
administrative life of the Russian capital that was not attributed
to Rasputin, and the result of his was that there crowded about
him all kinds of dark personalities, who hoped, thanks to his sup-
port and influence, to obtain this or that favor. Everything in-
terested him, everything attracted his attention; railway conces-
sions, bank emissions, stock exchange speculations, purchase of
properties, acquisition of shares in industrial eoncerns, arranging
of loans for persons in need of them—nothing seemed too small or
too important for his activity. He liked to think himself neces-
sary to all these high-born people, whom he compelled to wait for
hours in his ante-chambers, just as if he had been a sovereign.
And for every favor he granted, for every word which he promised
to say, he exacted payment in the shape of a pound of flesh, which
consisted, according to circumstances, in a more or less important
commission,

Ministers and functionaries feared him. They knew that he
could do them an infinitude of harm by causing to be circulated
against them rumors of a damaging character, the result of which
would have undoubtedly been their disgrace or removail to another
sphere of action very probably not ‘at all desirable. He was
credited for an infinitude of things he had never thought of pes-
forming, and he was supposed to have been privy to all kinds of
governmental changes that either pleased or displeased those who
criticized them. As time went on one accused him among other
things of the dismissal of the procurator of the Holy Synod, Mr.
Loukianoff, with whom he had for a long period been at daggers
drawn and who had openly expressed his disapproval of the
““‘Prophet’’ and his disbelief in his miraculous powers. The  eleva-
tion of the Archimandrite Warnawa, one of his warmest patrons
in the past, to the Episcopal See of Tobolsk was also said to have
been Rasputin’s work, and the public persisted so entirely in see-
ing his hand everywhere and in everything that it was even ru-
mored that it was he who was answerable for the decision of the
censor forbidding the representation of a drama by the celebrated
author Leonide Andreie called, ‘‘Anathema,’’ on the eve of the
day when it was to be produced—a decision which caused an im-
mense sensation in the society of the Russian capital.
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atural that among the many people who c:ovg‘de&t&

-around Rasputin some secret police agents found their way. Onel
. of these 'who was later to begome ‘the hero of more than one sean-

‘dal,'a cértain Mr.-Manassewitsch Maniuloff: bethought himself of

becoming the mentor of the:*‘Prophet.”” He was in close relation,

' with, Count. Witte, always eager for his own return to power and

desirous.of overturning:every individual in possession of the posts -

3 which. he had formerly occupied himself. The two men tried to
- imbue Rasputin with the idea that he had great political talents;

and that it was a pity he had not yet turned these into &ccount for
the good and tif§e welfare of Holy Russia.. Rasputin did not believe,
in.the sincerity of his newly aequired advisers, but he was shrewd
enough to see that their help would be of wonderful value to him{
He willingly entered into the plans which they unfolded to him

between two glasses of brandy or two cups of champagne as tha

- occasion presented itself. Count Witte was very well aware of all

the seeret influences which were paramopunt at Tzarskoie Selo, and
he contrived to turn them in favor of Rasputin, suggesting at thd
same time to the latter the things which he ofight to say, when'in
presence of certain personages. It was easy to throw in a word
now and then, either in the shape of a jest, or of a remark uttered
inadvertently and unintentionally, but yet sure to bear fruit in the
future. The great thing was to-give to Rasputin the/idea that he
was a personage of importance. This was not a very diffieult
matter considering the very high opinion which he already had of
his own :capacities, coupled with his set resolution to make the
most hay ‘whilst the sun was sifining and never to misg an oppor-
tunity of asserting his personality no matter in what occasion or
with what purpose.

The Balkan War Aids the “Monk.”

The Balkan war gave Rasputin a golden opportunity for exer-
cising his various talents, and it is pretty certain that he made at
the time stfenuous efforts in favor of peace, repeating to whomever
wished to hear him that he had had visions which predicted that
the greatest calamities were awaiting Russia, if she mixed herself
up in it. This feeling was shared by a numerous party, and the
sovereign himself was the most resolute adversary of any military
intervention in this unfortunate affair. It is likely that even with-
out Rasputin Russia would not have drawn her sword either for
Bulgaria or for Servia, but nevertheless it pleased his friendsto
say that without this would have most undoubtedly occurred. And
it also pleased him to assert that on this occasion he had proved to
be the saviour of his native land. We shall see him repeat this
legend with great relish during a conversation which I had with
him personally just before the breaking out of the present war.

There was also another incident in which Rasputin most cer-
tainly was implicated. This was the dismissal of Mr. Kokowtsoff,
then prime minister and president of the council, followed by
the appointment in his place of old and tottering Mr. Goremykine:
to whom no one in the whole of Rugsia had ever given a thought
as a possible candidate for this difficult post. Count Witte was
the personal enemy of Mr. Kokowtsoff, whom he had never for®
given for his so-called treason in regard to himself, and he never
missed any opportunity to attack him in the council of state, of
which they were both members, criticizing his financial adminis-
tration, and making fun of the splendid budgets which were reg-
ularly presented to theyDuma. These Witte de:lared ‘o he entirely
artificial, reposing on a clever manipulation of figures. + In some
ways it was easy to find fault with Mr. Kokowtsoff, whose name
had been mixed up far too much for the good of his personal
reputation in all kind of financial transactions and stock exchatige
operations. But, then, the same thing had been said about Count
Witte with perhaps even more reason than about Mr. Kokowtsoff
whose wife, at least, had never been suspected of any manipula-
tions with her banking account. Indeed, no finance minister-in
Russia had escaped accusations of the kind from his detractoriior
his adversaries, and it had never interfered with their administta-
tive careers nor prevented them from sleeping soundly.

So far, so well; but then this was more the work of events as
they had unfolded themselves naturally than the merit of Ras-
putin; yet he was openly congratulated by his, friends, or so-called
ones, on the success which he had obtained in driving Mr. Kokowt-
soff away, The ultra-orthodox party which hailed the advent ‘to
power of one of ®s. members—Mr. Goremykine having always been
considered as one of the pillars of the conservative fraction—nor
only cheered the ‘‘Prophet’’ with enthusiasm but also started to
proclaim anew his genius and clear understanding of the needs of
the Russian people. Thus a ministerial erisis culminated in the
apotheosis of a man whose only appreciation of the qualities and
of the duties of a minister eonsisted in the knowledge of that
minister’s existence as a public functionary.
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them asking him to make appoint-
ments with them in Toronto to talk.
things over, with a view of having him|
relinquish his fight against them, Mr.

cColg declared amid cheers fhat he
was going to fight the profiteers and
grafters to a finish.

Made Fine Fight,

He outlined -at length the fight he
had made in Parliament in the inter-
ests of his constituents, ang also told
of the manner in which he had -showed

M'COIG FIGHTING
WAR PROFITEERS
AND GRAFTERS

Rousing Meeting Was Held
at Highgate Last
Night.

CHALLENGE. TO PLEWES

Dared to Attack Flavelle
and Lose Campaign
Fund

Ex-Mayor Brackin of Chatham id
a high tribute to Mr. McColig’s xp:od
work as West Kent's representative.
Speaking of his opponeat, Mr, Plewes,
he dared Mr. Plewes expose Sir
Joseph Flavelle and others as Mr. Mo-
Coig had done, and offered to bet that

his remarks to Sir that th
funds he is using to conduct hl: camg
paign would be promptly cut off.
.. John .A. Walker also made a fine
Strong Resolution.
The following resolution, mow
Angus Callender, and soconde:d :;

James Webster, was unanimo
ried:

address,

HIGHGATE, Oct. 24.—Archie Mec-
Coig of Chatham, the fightink candi-
date of West Kent, was cheered again
ang again tonight when He spoke to
an audiencé from Highgate and Violnr|ang »
ity that ‘filled the town hall to capac-
ity. M. McLarén was in the chais,|d
and introduced Mr. McColg, who start|
ed In ¥ight away to discuss the big|atr
issues at present Dbefore the country.
He assured them that as far as West|
Kent is concermed he intends to fol-| (. ~pedple, and
afoteaﬂd.tbl:ol that we can con

g & ; o[ leava to : t 3
qmp-mmammmmm Cou'the y - g of Mr. M

as will carty
y meleares

up the horse deals in the east. e P

if Mr. Plewes did and sent a copy of pl

Johnston, J. E. Gayfer, R. J. Robertson

and W. J. Elliott. Officers elected are:

Auditors, D. G. Cuthbertson and J.

Fred Stone; soHcitor, J. L. Paterson.
Plan Busy Season.

Citizens who have regularly enjoyed
the meetings held by the Canadian Club
since its organization a few years ago
are looking forward to the opening of
the seasor. The club has had as its

ests some of the most prominent of
“anada's public men. With energetic
officers at its head at the present time
it is expected that the season ap-
proaching will be fully as interesting
as any of the past.

The opening meeting of the Four

uard class of the ptist Church,
which was to have been held Thurs-
day evening has

MANY APPLYING
FOR EXEMPTION;
NONE FOR SERVIGE

Scarcity of Help Is -Reason
Given by Ingersoll Men.

The young
eV
120 King Brust cromios of e C. £
although' not attended b

dven b B

ed until

INGERSOLL, Oct. 24.—~The list of ap- | Thursday  svening, . November 1. ' on

ications for exemptions at the Post-|that night Becretary Cochrane of the
oftice is lengthening rapidly s the days | Weodstock Y. M. C. A. will be present
§5 ' the “Atat dratt of eligibies heve | 20d address the meeting.
e oy o
groum e 1 e
sround e the searcis o hem. As »<t| Two Danish 8hips

are:
day for appearance

and a Norwegian
Swell “Lost” List

sequences,
automobile

venor, ;

7 Milk Com COPENHAGEN, 24. — The Dan-
;u::h{:\;c:fb;h:n incoming train. So ish foreign office that the Dan-
was ish steamers 808 toms, and

- myni,crlsgg. 1, tons, bo:.nd bl!‘l;om

England e been blown

;r.m.m. "of| up by mines in the North Sea. One

r the e was

culture, ete., be
in the Salvation Citadel
urg mm,m Girl Guldes

e troop of Girl NORWAY AGAIN HIT,

mammmu.—fru Nor-
has been sunk
submarine, rding
an announcem

GENERAL BOUKHONIN |55,000 HORSEPOWER
AS GHIEF COMMANDER| WASTED DAILY BY
OF RUSSIAN ARMIES

Kerensky Finds Successor for
High Office.

PETROYRAD, oct. 24—The news-
papers state that Premier Kerengky
probably will relinquish the post of
commander-in-chief ' of the Russian
armies to General Boukhonin at the
end of the week

" PETROGRAD_ Tuesday, Oct. 23.—In
an emotional address to the prelimin-

Engineer Makes
- Statement at Probe.

PRCAIG VAT SCR

[Special ta The Advertiser.]
TORONTO, Oct. 24.—Fifty-five thou-
‘'sand horsepower 18 permanently lost to

the country every day owing to defect-
ive design and Inefficiency of the Elec-
trical Devemment Company’s plant at
Niagara Falls, according to the evi-
denoe of G. Acres, hydraulic engineer
ANt "before the comeiseton of tadpds
L ni 3 'ore the commiseion of judges
ary parliament today Premier Kerensky | w. i

appeals to the delegateg to endeavor 10| charge that 8 fam Mackenzie's
company is taking tore water from the

nroul; in the people the shme sense
of individua] responsibility at the front | N River than it is entitled to. '
and in the rear which carried the Rus- e Electrical Development Com-
slang to victory for a time in the post- | pany’s plant, mordlnf to Mr. Acres,
revolutionary offensive early in July |is o 85 cent efficient, and this
remier deplored the present de-|at a time- m the hydro is up against
moralization of the army. it for power, n the munitions
Y o o re Kindle the oo, | BAKTngla Shin for gower: snd s
asm of t s v n
ho:.r‘t of mht ho-me ﬂﬂ, i “wae | the cities of Western Ontario are being

he said,
peace mAs called upon to stop lighting their streets
ghavid, beve wy Cuslet (R until § g'clock in the evening,

honorable peace for free Russia, with
the war fouht to an honorable end.” | TS IVES CHSNIRL 9, MR, that
er talkeg for an hour, run- ny no more to produce 150,000~
R Sedions L | Senn .‘thanm 125,000-horsepower. -
. He was applauded ov | T, plant. were efficient, ‘sald Mr.
";VQ are not fighting for political : Ao 'fgo" ‘300- “lr‘:o::war iuh :fnt{g?‘
ends, existence ont. ? -

are lnvutlgsuaﬂ Sir Adam Beck's
ir 1

but for the wi of -150,000 horsepower as pres.
declarer. “The army in m“'mmmuvouuoo:t"wer.
the tr:l;ehglmto-ha& lostt}:: e iis _bz:‘rome, the ects,

e

it

Startling '

TORONTO LIBERALS
DISLIKE MR, PARDEE
FOR HIS “UNIONISH"

Will Contest Every Riding;fin
Queen City “in Interests:
of People.” :

Forty Per Cent of
Farmers Claiming
Exemption Can Go

WINNIPEG, Oct. 24.—Approximately
95 per cent of men in the country dis-
tricts of the west are seeking exemp-
tion on the ground that they  are of
more use to Canada as agriculturists
than fighters, according to exemption
board members. ‘Forty per cent of the|
farmers claiming exemption can be

spared for service, according to thj

TORONTO, Oct.”24.—The central ex-
ecutive of the Toronto Liberal AEgo-
clation, in session here tonight, deci@ed
to eontest all ridings in the city’ in
which Union Government candidate§ are

placed. The committee has also ap-
pealed to all Liberal organizations ‘oni-
side the city to place at once Libdral
candidates in the various constitien-
cies, as they phrase it, ‘to fight'{the
battles of the people, and not allow
the moneyed interests to become ‘&n-
trenched in Ottawa under the Kuiﬂ{ of
a Union Government.' 5
The organization placed itself on ge-~ =
cord as beéing opposed to the aefdon
of F. F. Pardee in ‘pledging his gup-
port to the new union party at.the
nomination meating at Sarnia todays It *
maintained that ‘“‘the people shonild

board which is investigating claims,

“At least one out ofevery five” is the
exact way in which the situation is put
by officers who are making a canvass
of the farming districts. There is one
case of a farmer with four sons. He
has 260 of land. “The chances
are that® three out of the four, maybe
th whol ‘four, will have to ge,” com-
menteq’ General Ruttan.

WILL CONSULT DOMINIONS
BEFORE TALKING PEACE

LONDON, Oct:s 24.—Via. Reuter's Ot-
fawa Agency.—In the’ House of Com-
mons today Mr. Hunt asked for an as-
surance at no peace negotiations
would begin without the full knowledge
and assent of the representatives of the
great dominions. Bonar Law replied
that the Government would certainly
not enter peace negotiations prior teo
consultation with the dominions.

CANADIAN WHEAT FOR U. s; i
WASHINGTON, Oct. 24:~Under an
arrangement between ‘the:United States
food administration and the Canadian
food oo;x:glm; 2:::0 supplies of Cana-
dian w! ar ‘moving at once
W ‘the mm% the
flour mills, so they

own representatives, and that #w@clh
representatives, after being selected!by
the people, should form a strong':?n-‘
tional government,” : HE <

The members were of the opm&i.
that the Union Government does , ot
fairly represent the various sectiong of
political thought in Canada. "

AUSTRALIAN PREMIER ILL. -
t"L(:m« N, Oct, 24 Reuter’s: (Ot~
wa

will eld on November. 16. LY,
Hughes of Australia is not well dnd
bas been ordered to take a . completa

have the right to select and elect their §




