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The M&ropolitan Agreement.

What _ is.. undo_ubtedly the
important agreement

ation of North Toronto was made pub-

lic yesterday evening when the mayor
handed out copies of the report and
recommendations of Mr. R. C. Harris,
Mr. T. Brad-
and

commissioner of works;
shaw, commissioner of finance,
Mr. Wm. Johnston, city solicitor,
“yelative to the acquisition by the city
of that portion of the

Railway lying within the city limits

en Yonge street.
The negotiation has been a long and

perplexing piece of work, but the city

=]

most
affecting the
well-being of the city since the annex-

Metropolitan

supreme in ite own territory, and in a
position to deal with any other radial
business” on similar terms.

The future of Hydro radial traffic will
have considerable bearing on the de-
velopment of the city, and in many
quarters it is anticipated that the set-

in the city, is but a prelude to further
agreements concerning the radial
lines,

The city has control of all ralial
lines entering the city, within the city
limits, with the exception of the
Davenport or Suburban line, which is
nowv a part of the National Railway
System. It is probable that the city
will endeavor to obtain that portion
of this line inside the city from the
government, i

The effect on North Toronto will be
immediate and important. There is a

district awaiting the settlement of
the street car question, for develop-
ment. There is likely to be an active
building campaign this summer. over
the whole of this part of the city. The
effect on other districts will be stimu-
lative, and the housing pressure may be
somewhat relaxed by removals north-
wards.

"The Globe’s Contribution.

“The hootleggers must be con-
vinced by their Homer experience
that the license board means
business, and is prepared to
match the wits of the defenders
of the law against the scheming
of the law-breakers.”

This little cackle from The Globe is

|

=2 PR T (g
city by the agreement - remaing |

tlement of the Metropolitan problem |

large amount of vacant land in the |’

officials, with untiring patience, have
Yursued their task, and the result Is
an agreement that constitutes a
clean-up of the North Toronto street
car situation. The¢ city will take over
the whole property, franchises and
rights of the company inside the city
Yimits. Thec double-tracking of the
Portion of Yonge street north of
Woodlawn avenuve will go forward as
goon after the ratification of theé
pgreement as the weather permits;
and this in itself, as a  provision of

all it can say about the Homer
scandal. The impression was Ieft;,
upon all who attended the trial in St.|
Catharines that the lawbreakers were |
daring the license board to bring out
the evidence. The lawbreakers must
have been able to identify the owner
of the truck that brought the whiskey
into the St. Catharines riding. That
would immediately have revealed the
source’ of the whiskey supply. It is
probable also that the lawbreakers

work, will be of value to the unem-

ployed population. i

The report recommends that leave
legislation to
submitting a
work of con-
gtructing and operating a civie rail-
“at

Ye given to apply
raise money
bylaw,

for
without
to ensure the

way line on North Yonge street
4he earliest possible date.”

If the agreement is ratified by the
Jegislature, work can easily be going
pn by the middle of April or May 1
pt latest, and much progress may be

pade during the summer.

There is a general disposition among
?he members of the city council to
pompliment Mr. Harris and Mr. Brad-
ghaw on the success of what has been
r delicate series of negotiations con-
As the
mayor, Controller Cameron and Con-
troller McBride are heartily in favor
of the agreement, it is mnot likely to
in the ecity

ducted over twenty months,

meet with any delay
council. !

The c'ty acquires all the rights

franchises and privileges owned by the
floronto and York Radial Railway up
to Stop 26 on Yonge street. This ine
cludes lines, cars, poles, wires, barns
railway;
company will remove its terminal sta-
ana
orth of Stop 26,

and everything else. The
tion between Farnha
Woodlawn to a point
orto asite approved ¢f by the commis-
sioner of works inside the city limits
the city to construct all

avenue

annual rental of 7 per cent.

one of these to be in
market,

. $2,000 a year.

the city in city All

wisions are carecfully drawn

cars, these pro-
for
protection of the city, which will oper~
ate and contbol all cars
build all tracks

as

used in the

tracks and
buildings in such case, and receive an
on the
original cost. Receiving 3nd forward-
irg stations may be established by the
company within the city by agreement.
St. Lawrence
the rent of which is fixed at
These are for the re-
ception of package- freight or express
goods, all of which will be handled by

the

well as
city.

had photographed the chegue before
letting it out of their hands. They
bragged after the trial that the tran-
saction had been satisfactory .and
profitable to them. The license board,
uniess bereft of the wit of common
sense, must have been in possession of
all this information. Why was it not
brought out? Why has all the pres-
sure and exposure exerted since by
The World ~ailed to extort the infor-
mation? The reason is that Ayearst
relies on t? Jocility of The Globe and
the rest of' its confreres. to stand
around and give no assistance in
bringing out the truth. What real
concern can The Globe have for the
enforcement of prohibition? What
honest zeal can the prohibition organ
have for the efficiency ofsthe Cana-
dian customs? If the license board in
any phase o’ this disgraceful episode
exhibited wit, the readers of The Globe
may earnestly pray for permanent
immunity from the editorial sense of
humor. The Globe, The Mail, The
Telegram, The News, have lately been
featuring the foreign menace in Cana-
da. They had a fine opportunity to
point the moral they pretend to preach
in the Homer scandal. The foreign-
ers——“bperatives," Ayearst euphemis-
tically calls them—who Wwere ex-
hil:p‘,ed in this whiskey case were 70
{credit to the license board. If the
inythical detective agency they were
supposed to be connected with was
not the license board itself, why is
Ayecapst so resolute in keeping its
identity secret? How else could Mr.
McCarron, defendants’ counsel, fright-
en Ayearst into tits by asking for the
agency address? Some wise old
writer says wit is a dangerous qual-
ity. The wit of these foreign ‘opera-
tives” may one of these days explode
under the license board and bring
disaster upon <he star chamber en-
forcers ~of prohibition.

EDITOR OF TIMLS

Whatever privileges the company may;l RES‘GNS Hls OFFICE

get in future it must pay rent for, The |

hire of

premises,
provided
city

cars,
and
for

rental
other
in the
full

of track
charges,
agreement,
retains

limits.

“protected by the documents.

Some doubt was felt among citizens |
not acquainted with the terms of the
agreement yvesterday evening, that the |
privilege of using the civic lines Iori ance of the shares

packfige freight and express, as grant-

ed to the company, would cmbarmssf

the city. 1t
city handles all business inside the city

limits and that the company pays for

all the service it receives, All. the

the city
agreement,

company's rights in
tinguished by the

The reduction of the purchase price
from the two and a

by

undoubtedly

asked the

company

the agreement and as
ratified, -civic lines
on Yonge from
north
and
the

$00 car
street,
the

laid
Woodlawn
jimits

IMAY
avenue
louble-track,

to have

to
it
. civic lines
the St. Clair avenue sys-
tem, and, with little difficulty, with
the Danforth avenue lines.
Yonge street line would be linked up

ne posstible

united with

with the general city system, when that !

is taken over in 1921, an event which
appears to be contemplated by the
ggreement in several passages,

The general policy behind the agree-
ment is the desire to make Toronto
a madial centre, and
regarding package f

the

stipulations

reight .and ex-

or
are all
The
ownership of every
description of property within the city
The city solicitor advises that |
. the legal position of the city is thoroly

are ex- |

quarter millions |
to $590,000 is!
a favorable fgature of the |

city |
will then |

The |

| IT.ondon, Feb. 24 —Geoffrey Dawson
has resigned as editor of The Times,
a post he has held since 1912, Mr,
Dawson gives as his reasons. for re-
linquishing the editorship that Lord
Northeliffe has been constantly dis-
satisfied with the policy of The Times
on the ground that it differed with
his own expressions of opinion in
other newspapers. The leiter was ad-
| dressed to John Walter, chairman o
| The Times hlishing Compan_\'._k

Lord Nophcliffe ho.ds a preponder-
in The Times

| Company. .
H. Wickham $Steed, who has been
| foreign editor of The Times for sev-

is to be noted that the | oya] years. will succeed Mr. Dawson.

| Mr. Steed has been associated with

‘;L.»r(l,.\'r)rlhclit'fe during the war in

| Lord Northcliffe’s propaganda work
in enemy countries.

TWELVE HUNDRED MEN
FOR TORONTO ON BELGIC |

Ottawa. Feb. 25.—Word has been |
| received at the militia department that
the steamer Belgic, with 3,457 Cana-
| dian soldiers on board, sailed from
| England on or about February 22,
| bound for Halifax. She will probably
dock on March 2. The classification
of those on board shows there are 1%
| oificers and 1,179 other ranks for the
| Toronto military district,

i

MARAUDERS BRING DEATH
i *TO SIX HUNDRED MINERS

| Amsterdam, Feb, 25.—~A band of
marauders in the vicinity of Essen/
{according to The Vorwaerts of Ber-
i lin, yesterday destroyed the air shaft
";.md other outlets of a coal mine and
| imprisoned 600 miners who were at |
| work at' the time. It will be impoz-
sible to rclease the miners for a fort-
1mgm. The explosive magazine of the

i

[prems business have this in view, The mine also was pillaged by the band.
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DA AT THE
POLICE PROBE

By IDA L. WEBSTER.

Yesterday ‘the investigation into the
police troubles was resumed at Os-
goode Halil, It did not progress very
far, however, because for one thing
the morning wsession was fairly well
taken up by Mr, Parsons, who ' you
will recollect is, or was, connected with
the Manufacturers’ Association, and a
Mr. Watkinson, who representd the |
Carpenters’ Union in some official
capacity,

It seems that a few days ago Mr.
Watkinson wrote an open letter to the
press, wherein he stated that he felt
that he had been badly used by Com-
missioner Parsons, or that his state-
ments had been misconstrued by that

.gentleman, and that he ‘elt the effects

of such an act were detrimental
him,

During the time he was on . the
stand, he not opnly took back the gist
of his open letter, but both he and
the commissioner thrashed out for
their own eatisfaction, at least, the
situation of 'labor and capital as it
stands today. Lest you gather the
idea that they confined their remarks
to this country, we must hurry to tell
you that they did not. They managed
to carry the case into Russia.

It is not at all likely that a person
in the room had any intention what-
ever of going to the land of deposed
czars; but nothwithstanding that, and
the fact that yesterday morning's ses-
sjfon wasg for the express benefit of
clearing up the police situation, this
rapid fire opinion “lecture” was
carried on for over'an hour, We could
not help thinking, if yesterday was a
precedent, thdt the police charter will
be dangling when you are entertain-
ing your Exhibition visitors.

During the morning, Mr. Crawford
and Mr, James Simpson also appear-
ed, each one giving their views on
practically everything which has hap-
pened since the time when Noah went
into the ark with the animals. The
latter gentleman certainly did not aid
nor hinder the case in any respect,
tho the former did tell o! being at
three or four meetings of the police.
By this time it was one o'clock, and
Sir Wm. Meredith adjourned for
lunch, ;

The afternoon was not very profit- |
able either. Mr. Essery, who is the
lawyer appearing on behalf of ex- |
Constable Ellis, examined two wit-
nesses, but he did not create any great
disturbance. He also said that he had
intended calling Mr. Arthur Roebuck, |
but that he was not in the room, We |
happen to know that Mr, Roebuck had |
been there all morning waiting to be |
called, but owing to the fact that Mr.
Parsons and Mr. Watkinson were so

to

busy discussing Soclalism. he was not |

put in the stand,
"he announcement

fhat M.

was then made
lobertson was appearing on |
bchalf of the police commissioners, |
and ~he latér justifiel the statement. |
Knowing this. we cannot help wonder- |
ing that the men do not engage thc’
services of soine competent attorney
for their side o/ the case, because, al- |
tho Mr. Evans is doing wonderfully
well, yet at the same time he is not
a lawyer, and there is a possibility
that he may miss many good poinis
for this very reason, It does seem ad-

{ visable for the union to follow in the

Lfor a settlement with as little delay

| really

footsteps of the commissioners in this

; particular line.

As it was not possible for the union
0 g0 on with their complaints dur-|
ing the afternoon, the case was ad-
journed unti] this morning. One thing
which struck us most forcibly was the
kindly attitude of Sir Wm. Meredith.
He is a man who has a keen sehse of
humor, but at the same time one who |
is definite as to his ideas. He ap-
pears to be doing all in his power to
help the policemen, at least that was
our impression yesterday. His sug-
gestion to take the case, or rather
most of it, to a round table conference,
seemed to be'a very good one, and it
proved that he, at least, was anxious

as possible,

The story which was afloat with re-
gard to the abduction of Commissioner
Gunn was denied by him, much to‘
the relief of the curious reporters who
were absolutely sick at the thought {
that they had missed something, and |
much to the disgust of the citizens |
who were hoping that something |
metropolitan © was going to|
break, Well, it is a queer o0}d world,
and who knows maybe something will‘
crop out yet?

{ pend on the stand taken by the Unit-

| countries differs.

| bring daylight saving into effect for

| necessary ‘for

Ldestina.tlon..

INDEPENDENTS UNITE
WITH CONSERVATIVES

Succeed in Holding Up National
Defence in New German
Constitution.

Weimar, Feb. 25.—The Conserva-
tives and Independent Socialists were
able to unite for the first time yes-
terday afternoon. When the national
defénce section of the new constitu-
tion came up for first reading, Hugo
Haase, Independent Socialist, protest-

ed that his party had not been given
legal advance noticeé that the measuge
was to be considered. Konstantine
Fehrenbach, the president, at first
ruled that the first reading might go
on;, but that there might not be any
debate. Taen, noticing only  eleven
Independent Socialists in their seats,
he attempted parliamentary strategy,
and asked if fifteen members, the re- |
quisite number tq prevent considera- |
tion, would voie against the measure.
Enough Conservatives came forwgard
to aid the Inderendent Socialists in
deferring action. :

Hugo Preuss, who framed the ten-
tative draft of the new constitution,
spoke during the day. He told of
the differences of opinion which had
to be overcome before the document
could be brought to the form in which
it was presented before the assembly.
He said thit the work had been done
in forty-eight hours, but denied that
it was “patch-work.” v

“The new colors of black, red .and
gold typily new Germany, which will
include in time German-Austria and
finally Russian-Germany,” he said.
“Germany will be a sponzor for the
league of nations, if received on equal
terms. She will not be a minority
member.” -

Dr. Otto Bauer, foreign minister of
German-Austria, will arrive tomorrow
to conduct negotiations for a union of
‘Germany ard German-Austria.

DAYLIGHT SAVING
DEPENDS ON U.S.

y purpose.
| merchants, but the soviet government

A Line of Cheer
Each Day of the Year

By John Kendrick Bangs.

(Copyright, 1919, by the AcClure News-
paper .Syndicate.)

A PREFERENCE,
I'd rather be a lump of coal
To warm some suffering frozen soul
Than any diamond ever seen
In diadem of king or queen.
In ashes I would end my days
If giad with service were my ways,
For better far were that distress
Than years. of gaudy uselessness,

UNDERTAKING BUSINESS

- WADF STATE MONOROLY

Large Number of Deaths in Mos-
cow, and Conditions There
Are Terrible.

Warsaw, Feb., 25.~Forty pounds of
wheat flour is being sold at Moscow
for 800 rubles, and sugar is 50 rubles
a pound,. with both commodities virtu-
ally unobtainable. Starving horses
which fall in the streets are strippea
of their flesh before they. are cold.
Money is of little value, and pearls,

diamonds, jewels, fine bronze clocks
and paintings bring little when traded.
Thefts in these lines are therefore in-
frequent, In order to get food, a
trader must offer clothes. Women
refugees from Moscow were recently
held up at Smolensk, it is said, and
their clothing was stolen, but the sol-
diers disdained to take & beautiful
pearl necklace, so that its owner was
able to sell the necklace here.
Intense cold prevails in Moscow,
and fuel is so scarce that wooden
houses in the suburbs of the city have,
been torn down for fuel. - Fine furni-
ture has also been used for ths same
Stores have been closed by

has taken over some of the larger
placeg of business, where only Boai-
sheviki are served.

Rugsia is beset by all kinds of dis-
eases typhus being particularly
prevalent. Vodka substitutes' are be-
ing used and have a weakening effect
on the people. Kerosene and benzine

If Neighboring Republic Ggn-|
tinues the Scheme, Canada |

Will Also.

Ottawa, Feb. 25.—Continuation of‘
daylight saving in Canada will de-

ed States congress. If congress de-
cides to repeal its daylight saving|
measure, it is felt here that merely
confusion would he created by putting
Canadian clocks forward for an hour
during the zummer months.

The legislative situation in the two
The act passed hy
the Dominion Parliament last session
empowered the governor-in-counci] to

last year only. A new act will be

continuvation of day-
light saving this year.

Doubt Across Line. |

In the United States daylight sav- |

i ing again comes into effect on the-last |

Sunday of March, unless repealed by
act of congress. But, as a result of
protests from farmers, considerable
opposition has already developed- at
Washington. A motion favoring re-|
peal of the act was unanimously car- |
ried by the senate committee on‘
agriculture, and some doubt is felt|
whether the act will be permitted to
stand.

In the circumstances, action by the |
Dominion’ government will be defer-
red pending a more definite attitude
by congress. If daylight saving is
continued across the line, it will he
continued here.

|

QUEBEC SNOWSTORM |
DELAYS THE VETERANS

e

Montreal, Feb, 25.—Two special
trains with troops landed at Halifax
from the White Star liner Canada are|
snowbound east of Quehec, Soldiers on |
them for Toronto and London will be |
delayed twelve hours in reaching their |
PR e PR |

{ left to the

| til Wednesday,

are reported to be common drinks. The
first thing that marauding soldiers on
the Polish frontier demand is liquor.
They appear never to be sober. The
large number of deaths in Moscow Has
led to a decree making the undertak-
ing business a state monopoly.

CATTLE IN RUSSIA
GREATLY DECREASED

Stockholm, Feb. 25.—Stocks of
cattle in Russia decreased greatly
and the aniinals that were too weak
to do any work have been slaughter-
ed, according to reports made at a
veterinary conference - in Petrograd,
as reported by Bolshevik newspapers.
Over 50 per cent, of “he animals left
in Bolshevik Russia, it was added,
are dffected with glanders and mange,
and these diseases are being spread
among the people: Thz newspapers
say that dog meat is purchased eag-
erly - in- Petrograd at 12 rubles a
pound. |

ol |
|

DECLINE TO ADOPT
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S ACT

London, Feb. 25.—The committee of |
the International Seafarers’ Union, |
appointed yesterday to consider the |
American seamen’s act, today submit-
ted its resclution to the conference,
and declared that in the opinion of
the committee the extention of the
act to all countries would be detri-
mental to the seamen of such coun-
tries. It suggested that the extension
of the principles of the act should be
judgment and efforts of
the seamen of each respective country.

The resolution sajd the committee
recognized that the act worked bene-
ficially to.the American seamen, and
recommended that every effort should
be put” forth to maintain the act in
its present scope In the ports of the
United States. The conferenrer post-
poned discussion of the resolution un-

.| ished amnd puzzled at this phase of
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TO TREAT IRELAND
‘SAME AS ENGLAND

Chief Secretary Tells'a Depu-
tation of Irish Muni-
cipalities. -
HOUSING SCHEME:

Treasury Will Pay Difference
Between Economic and
Reasonable Rents.

THE PROMOTER'S
WiFE

By JANE PHELPS,

Bab Is Anxious Because Neil Is
Dlllhn‘. i i

CHAPTER XVIIIL

I did not .relish the idea of enter-
taining business people in my home,
but, as in all else, if Neil thought it
necessary that was enough 'for me.
But [ confess I was astonished one
n?lsh't when he remarked quite casu-
ally: g

“l have asked a- couple of west-
ern oil men up to dinner tomorrow
night., Have things bang-up. I met
Blanche Orton on my way up-town.
‘%he eajd she’d come over  and help

ou entertain them.”

“Is Mr. Orton coming?”

I asked the question as carelessly
as I could. I had no intention to let
Neil know that a feeling of jealousy
against Blanche Oriton had been
aroused; or that I objeoted to having
her invited. But I was a little sur-

at his reply:

“No—he scarcely ever goes out, you
know. And Blanche sail he was not
as well as usual. It must be jolly
annoying to be married to a man who
is always ailing.”

So Blanche Orton was coming alone.
Surely Neil might have consulted me
-before inviting her. Once I had heard
a man call her: “A man eater”; of
course he had said it jokingly, but
now the epithet recurred to me,

“I wish you hal asked me first—
before you invited her.”

“Too flate now. What's the matter
with Blanche? Jealous of her and
want to entertaimm both mem your-
=alf? You women are beyond me.
She is always gay and dresses stun-
ningly. One would think you would be
delighted that T was thoughtful
enough to ask her.”

“I'm sorry you askeld her, all the
same. Why didn’'t you invite Lor-
raine Morton instead? She’s single.”

“Loorraine’s all right. Have her too,
if you like., But when it domes to en-
tertaining people who count in a busi-
ness way, there is no one like Blanche.
She's a great little pusher for a man.”

“But Nefl, you wouldn’t ask anoth-
er.woman than your wife to help you
in a business affair?” I asked., aston-

Dublin, Feb. 25.—Chief Secretary
Macpherson, receiving a depytation
of Irish municipalities, dealt with the
questions of reconstruction, housing
and health, He said that the gov
ernment had given an interim grant
of a million to provide for the re
construction, not relief work, for de-
mobilized soldiers and war workers,
but tha: the scheme was merely pro-
visional.. He assured the deputation
that any mnational scheme of recon-
struction adopted in Grea‘: Britain
would be applied to Ireland, whose
special needs would be considered.

Proposals for Ireland’s housing
scheme were already far advanced
with the treasury, which might pay
ithe difference beteween the econo-
mic rents and reasonable renta
which the local government board
might fix for the people to pay.
"The government was = considering
how to utilize the new British min-
ister of health’s bill so ax to benefit
Ireland.

With regard to land settlement,
Mr. Macpherson said, it was intended
to treal Ireland on an equality with
the rest of the United Kingdom on
such questions as  reclamation,
drainage, transit, light railways, af-
forestation and development of great
natural resources. It was important,
he said, to secure local administration
of these utilities, and the government
had decided to extend the principle
of proportional representation to all
local elections so that the opinions of
localities could be accurately repre-
sented. ! ;

Lprevention engineer, Mr.

affairs, “I'll ask Lorraine, but I have
a hazy impression that she said some-
thing about having a date for tomor-
row night.”

As 1 feared, Lorraine tad an en-
gagement. But I had learned to ac-
cept the unexpected where Neil was
concerned, so I made my arrangements
for the dinner for five.

Neil came home early. I was in
the dining-room looking after the de-
coration for the table when.he came
in. He called Tonko, the butler, and
ordered what he wanted to drink
cooled. I could not help a gesture of
discouragement. That wasanother thing
which had come with Neil's financial
lsucce.ss'—--t:he constant need of stimu-
lant.

The dinner was a jolly affair for
Blanche, who looked atsolutely charm-
ing, tho in almost maddeningly im-
modest decollete. At first I wag em-
ba i, accustomed as I was by that
time to the extreme in dress. But I
knew I also looked well, and putting
all uncomfortable thoughts away, I
exerted myseélf to entertain my ‘hus-
band’'s guests. I would not allow Mrs.
Orton to monopolize them; or to put
me in the background.

Neil had cocktails served, and
Blanche,Orton drank hers and then
begged for amother one. She drank
a good deal of wine too, as did Neil
Blanche fairly scintillated, but most
of her conversation was directed at
Neil, her repartee flung at him, while
I was left to entertain the two busi-
ness men,

They were plain sort of men. one
of them egpecially. Rather heavy
and silent. One could easily see that.
even tho they were very rich men—
Neil had told me they were million-
aires—that private home dinners were
not an everyvday affair with them.

I finally spoke of the business—oil.
They could talk about that and talk
in ®o0 interesting a fashion that I al-
most forgot to watch Neil and
Blanche, or to pay any attention to
their conversation.

But juet before we rose from the
table, while liquors were being served
I heard her say: -

“If people had a little more sense
they never would mistake my uncon-
ventionality, which I shall never give
up, for common, vulgar sinfulness. To
be conventional myself, ‘or be with
people who are, bores me to extinc-
tion.”

1 realized perfectly that Blanche
Orton would mot allow herself to be
bored, and that .consequently Neil
must interest her or she would not
devote hér -time to him. But what I
could not understand was his feeling
that, tho. married, he could keep up
the same friendship with her that had
existed before his marriage.

Tomorrow—Neil's Careless Remarks
to Blanc Orton Annoys
« arbara.

APPOINT J. GROVE SMITH
DOMINION COMMISSIONER

Ottawa, Feb, 25.—For-°the purpose
of assisting in the work of fire pre-
vention, the igovernment will retain
the services 6f J. Grove Smith, la‘e
of the conservation commission. Mr,
Smith has been appointed to the stafy
of the department of insurance and
will act in the® capacity of Dominion
fire prevention commissioner in co-
operation with the provincial fire
commissionens and flre marshals and
with the municipal authorities,

During his period of gervice with
the conversation commission as fire
Smith in-
vestigated the :fire waste of Canada
and produced a valuable meport. on
the subject.

| Revival of Bisley Meet

With Short Rifle in Use

London, Feb, 25.—The Morning Post
hag a special artice on the revival
of ‘Bisley. In_it the confirmation of
the announcement made by the Cana-

{ dian Associated Press that a short

rifle will be used in competitions in
future, is made. The war office, The
Post proposes, should lend rifles for
the purpose. The longest range for
the King’'s prizes, The Post an-
nounces, will be 600 yards, but the
value of the prizes has not been al-
tered. Other famous matches wiil
also be retained.

LABORITE EX-MEMBER DEAD.
London, ¥eb. 25.—William (.

derson, formerly a Labor member of

-

pof Shefficld, died in London today,

k1§

l

WORKNEN'S COUNCI
ISTIATED MURDER

Munich Butcher, Missing Other
Ministers, Fired Blindly
Into Crowd.

Berlin, Monday, Feb. 24:—According
to information obtained by The Vor-
waerts from a
Jjority. Socialists in a responsible pub-
lic position,” the attempted assassin-
ation of Herr Auer, .the Bavarian
minister of the interior, = was the
work of the revolutionary workmen's
council of Munich, which is wholly
dominated by Independent Socialists
and Spattacans. The shooting of

Auer is said to have been -<done by

one Lindner, a butcher of Munich,

who is openly boasting of his deod.\iu

but is still at liberty.
Lindner, according to
paper's information, is#aid to nave
gained admission to the chamber of
deputies thru the connivance of the
republican soldiers’ guard, avho were

“member of -the Ma-:

informed of his intention to kill Auer. -

After firing upon Auer Lindner, it is
said, proceeded to look for Ministers
Timm and Rosshaupter, who were

absent from the government hench.’

Lindner, it is declared, then fired
blindly and killed Deputy Oesel.

During the shooting the gallories of
the chamber were crowded with mem-
bers and followers of the revolution-
ary workingmen’s counci!, who, it is
said, were heavily armzd with revol-
vers and hand grenades. After the
shooting of Auer, Herr Hagemeister,
chairman of the revolutionary coun-
eil, ekclaimed: “That is the vengeance
cf the proletariat.”

SIBERIAN BLIZZARD
SWEEPS OVER OMSK

London, Feb. 25.—The Times. pub-
lishes a despatch from Omsk, in
which it is announced that the town
has¢ been swept by a “buran,” the
terrible Siberian blizzard. The hurri-
cane rolled huge lumps of ict along
the streets, and rendered it impossible
to remain outdoors alive, Acres of
iron roofing were carried away. The
condition of the railways is officially
described .as catastrophic owing’.to
the enormous :proporwp"n of’ engines
rendered ‘a1 eerviceable ‘thru the se«
vere weather and the famine in fuel
and lubricating oil.

Food prices are soaring, and many

cases of typhus are reported, while
hospital accommodation is extremely
limited. The prisoner problem
causing muach concern. Great hard-
ships are being suffered by 12,600

"Austrian, German and Turkish offl-
cers and 95,000 men, owing to the lack . -

of fuel and food.

SOUTH AFRICA INCREASES
IMPORTED SPIRITS TAX

Cape Town, South Africa, Feb. 25 —
To partially meet an .uncxpected de-
ficit in his budget statement for 1919-
1920, Treasufer -Orr pProposes the fol-
lowing changes in taxation for the
Union of South Africa:

Increase in duties ~on imported
spirits of from $& to $6 per gallon:
increase it excise duty on colonial

| spirit of fifty cents; a substantialin-

An- |

| crease on beer; increase in export tax:

on diamonds up to ten per cent, and
inclusion of alluvial diamonds and t}1e
application of an excess profits
duty.

Mr. Orr states that he intends to
ask parliament for permission to issué
war savings certificates to enable the
small investors to participate in loans.

Bavarian Premier Appointed
To Succeed Murdered Eisner

Copenhagen, Feb. 25.—Herr Scheid

has been named Bavarian premier in-

succession to Kurt Eisner, who .Wal
assassinated last week, Herr Seigils
a maljority Socialist, has been ap=
pointed Bavarian minister of the in-
terior, succeeding Herr Auer, Wwhe

was shot at Munich at the disorders’
parliament for the Attercliffe dlvisionllhere, according to Munich”dezpaiches
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