
SPEECH OF

HON. W. S. FIELDING
M.P. FOR 5HELBURNE AND QUEEN'S

AND niNISTER OF FINANCE

At a Banquet siven In his honor In

TORONTO, JULY nth, 1904.

On Monday evening, July nth, 1904, ^ banquet was given by
tlie Liberals of Toronto and vicin^y to* Hon. W. S. Fielding, Min-
ister of Finance in the (government of the Dominion. The ban-
quet took i)!aee in tile great dining-room of the new King Edward
Hotel, and proved one of the most successful aiTairs of the kind
ever lield in Toronto. Upwards of three hundred guests were
present, incliuling representatives of every interest in the Queen
Cit)-.—banker.s. merchants, representatives of labour, professioiial
men. &c. Two of Mr. Fielding's colleagues in the Dominion Gov-
ermneni, Sir William Mnlock, Postmaster General, and Hon.
William Patcrson, Minister of Customs, were among the sp-akers
of the evening. The Premier of Ontario, Hon. George W. Ross,
wh(» was absent from Canada through illness, wrote a very cordial
letter of ai)proval of the banquet, which was read by the Secretary.
The men'beis of the Ontario Government and a number of mem-
bers of the Dominion and Provincial Parliaments were among
those present. The chair was occupied bv Mr. James McLaugh-
lin, President of tlie [loliiical club which bears Mr. Fielding's
name. " The Fielding Liberal Clul) of South Toronto." After the
usual loyal toasts, tile toast of the guest of the evening was pro-
posed by Mr. W. J. Clark, Secretary of the Club.

When Mr. Fielding rose to respond, the banqueters, who had
driink the toast amid niitcli applause, followed bv the singing of

"

'Hes a Dai.sy," greeted him with another outburst of cheeririg.
and It was several niiiiutcs before lie was able to proceed.

Mr. Fielding said
: Mr. Chairman, Mr. Clark, and gentlemen,

I beg you to accept the very warmest expression of my thanks for
the very great hmnr lliat is being done me to-night by the Liberals
of the tit\- of Toronto, and, as I am advised, by many others
from this great prnvincc. I know the time is not the most favor-
able one ill the season for. an event of this character. I woiifd not •

he surprised it most of yoti desired, I think vou should desire, in-


