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in thix w»jr to the Kpirilual life of the
ChriMwn. NuthinK prooUiniM the Atith of
• people more powerfully tlian their pub-
iioautn. An id-R eni«hrine<i in nonie re-
cognue.1 rite or oerxniony i^ ituanieii more
carefully even than when i-xprPHseil in ac
tual woMs. BaptiHni certainly oonveyn
the idea of the Befurreclion in a iiiOMt
•trikin<{ way, and it i», therefore, a Mand-
ing wiinewf) to the faith of ihe Church.

3. The Holy Uoiuinunion hI-o in Hn ao
quite incoinprehentible without a belief in
the Resurrection. The rite in celebrated
throughout the whole Chrinlian world.
Whererer there i« a Christian church we
find the Holy Cuinmun on ocuupving a
place of peculiar honor. It niiiiit' be re-
menibered (hat thin rite came into *x!>U
ence in comparatively mo<iern limec, an<l
that It di!iplaced the old fyHteniH of sacri-
ficial wor^Hhip, 10 which men adhered with
euch Ktrange tenacitr. If it \n a rare thing
for a new religion to meet with uaiveryal
acceptance among raceo widely eepar-
Jted, it i« still more rare to
flnd the new eyetetn utferly atwlinhing the
older form of worship, which had met
With the favor of t lie people. It in c»-r-
Uinly a most remarkable fact, and one
which goes far to prove the truth of
Christianity, to find that, within a few
years after the first preaching of the
gospel, the heathen alurs were aban-
doned, and the Holy C'omniunion every-
where established in place of the former
worship. Such an entire change cbal
lenges att .ntion, and we are bound to oflfer
•ome explanation of su strange a fact. No-
thing, indeed, is more surprising than the
calm and confident anauranoe in which
Jesus Christ predicted the future triumph
of the SooietT He was about to found. He
never seemed to hesitate a moment, nor
to be troubled with anydoubts a* to it« ul-
timate success. He appointed officers,
laid down 'aws and reeulationa ami nevrr
appeared to entertain the slighte«>t misgiv-
ing but that everything would be carried
out according to His appointment. H« in-
stituted the Holy Communion, and said
unto His disciple*, "Do this in remem-
brance of Me." And the plan laid down
1^ Jestts has bt«r. carried out. The Sao-
mmmte which He ordainM have been ad-
ministmd in all ages of the Ohristian
Uhurab, and are being administered to-
«ay. Is there any fkct like this in his-
tery T Doea it not sttnd quite alone an
wmcthinf altogether unparalleled T A

poor man, living in an ob«cure iiart of "he
world, declareil that be wonld fui..id a 80.
oiely which should prevail againnt all op-
position. He died a death of shame and
ignomm^r, «,iespise.i and rejecte.1," de(N.rt-
eil in Hi« (greatest nm| by all His follow-
er*. And wonderful to ssy. His wonl*
came true. The S.wiety began to grow
within a few week* of His death, has been
growing ever s-nce, and is growing to^lay.
One fact, and one fact onlv, gives a ra-

tional and "ufBcient explanation, and that
fsct ha- ever been alleged bv Christian*
as the one ground of their existence, the
one source of their hope, vii : the Resnr-
rectKm of Jesus Christ.

X. ARC WB TO BKI.IEVI IK MIRACLES T

"Those who have followed the argument
which I have hiiherto traced in these lec-
tures will rememler that I have underUk-
•n to give valid reasons lor believing in the
Riiperliumau nature of Jei-us, withunt
assuming either the inspiration or authori-
ty of the Bible, or tt>e <vriaiiiir of His hav-
ing wrought the miiacles there recorded.
I have waived all the doctrines of th«
Christian religion, and made my appeal to
fkct* that cannot be denied or disputed. I «

have pointed to the character of Chri«t,
ami I have challengeil any man to give a
rational account of it, except on the ground
of iu reality, and of its being a copv of a
Buperhuman original. I have cited the
teaching of Christ, His stupendous plan
and His unique and fiawless ethical prin-
cpIcK, another fhct as undeniable as the
light, and I have aoked if these be not
plainly beyond the reach of any mere
human sa^. I have appealed to the work
of Christ in history, in society, in Ihe
church and iu the individual soult and I
have urged that here, too, is a fkot that
defies explanation upon any other ground
than thie->tl.at it was and is the action of
a superhuman being, and I have examined
the evidence for the resurrection of Christ.
These are all undeniable facts, and thev
•>re intelligible only on the supposition o'f
Ji» superhamaanees of Christ Himself.
There is only one way of evading the

force '•' this argument, and that is bran
**a pr tvifi* asramption that the superhuman
la itself incredible, and therefore whatever
nay bo the explaaatioa of the marvellous
ftcte to whksb J have appealed, we cannot
accept the one auggeKcd, beowiae the
superhuman, like the eaperaataral. U a»-
briievaWe." (McKim.)


