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OF MR. CALHOUN, OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

IX SECRET SKSSION. OX

THE BRITISH TREATY.
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Mr. CALilOUN sa'.J thnt his object in iuir<: wos <

nut U»adsi>rat*» orojjxisp the treaty, but simiity to
j

state ill" re«f»n9 that ^-ouM gnvfin liini in vutinj* tor

ita raiifi'atiim. Th** tjuis»«on, accoriling io hif con^
j

ception, XVA* not whether it was all w«j eovlit «Jf£i:e,

or wl»".'i''r »t wa« liaW« tu itus or thai ot jictioa ; Imi

whether it was «uch a on** that, unJer alJ the circuni.

etftnre!! of Jb»' «a«i»% il WoulO li« most ad* i»^altle t.) adojpl

or r«'i*-'*t. T!»u» r< i^ardctl, it was hi» intcntjot* to siate

faiiiy th»: reawns in favor of ami againsst i»» ratilica-

tu<n; anJ to assjiin Iwtach its imijjcr wri(_'ht, bcjjin-

ning XT»tt!i the portton relating 1 1> th« Northeast .'rn

btfUndafV, iho «ettleiBenl of w^i wa» tbc ioiijiediate

aii.h>ro"'''0^»* olijfct lif the neo .lialion.

He WfiS on<^of th«^« wha had not the slifjhtest

doubt llu>.» the boundary for which the State of Maine
C»i»tendetl waa the true one, as cstalilished hy the

treaty of pear« in 17S3; and had accordingly so re-

Corded Uisvute, after a deliberate investigation of the

KUl'ject. But, although such was his ofiinion, he did

not uoubi at the time thai tiie hnundary could only be

fettled by r, compromise Jibc. We had admitted it to

l»edoubrujl a« an early iwrioJ «luring tiie Administra-

lioD iii \Vashing.o.o; »nd more lecently and explicii-

ly, by stipulating to suhm t it to the arbitration of a

friendly power, by l'.« tii-aty of Ghetit. The doubt,

«hUft admitted va «>ur part lo«xist, had been greatly

•trengthoned by the hvvard of ttie King of Holland,

Wiio had been Ciutually selected as the arbiter under

Ihetrealy. So strong, indeed, was his (iMr. C's) ira-

pie&sion"ih»t the dispute could only be settled by a

Compromise or conventional line, that he said to a

friend ri the then Cabinet, (when an appropriation

Was made a few years since for a special mission to be

Sent to England on the subject of the boundary, and

his name, among others, was mentioned for th ^ place,)

that the queitioii could only be settled by compromise;

and for that purpose, some distinguished citizen of the

section ought to be selected ; and neither he, nor any

Other Southern man, ought to be thought of With
these previous impressions, he was prepared, when
the negotiation opened, to expect, if it succeeded in

adjusting the difficulty, it would be (as it has beenj

on a compromise line. Notwithstanding, when it

was first announced that the line agreed on included

a consideiable portion of the teiritory lying to the

west of the line awarded by the King of Holland, he

was incredulous, and expressed himself strongly

against it- His first impression was, perhaps, the

more strongly against it, from the fact that he had

.-fixed on the river St. John, from the mouth of Eel

'•river, taking the St. Francis branch (the one selected

by the King of Holland) as the natural and proper

comnromse bor.ndary, including in our limits all the

portion of tho disputed ter/itory lying north of Eel

river, and west and south of the St. John, above its

junction; and all the other within that ofGreat Britain.

On a little reflection, however, he resolved not to form

his opinion of the merits or demerits of the treaty on

rumor or imperfect infoimation ; but to wait until the

viliok subject Was brought before the Senate official-

ly, an.l then to nn^te it up on f«'f in iwled^c of ^I!

i.'ie fict* .,«>d cJtvoui4tince» after JiJibc ate and lu^-

tur<?Ml''c!jott; ajKJ that lie had done with the utir.ii>t

care and !iiip»flialiiy. Wbat he n<iw |iroposed 'kh:,,

to i}iv»» tlje r«'iu't, with the reasoris on whicr; i',

res-tv, aiivi wtich tt'tuIJ go'-era bis vuic «« the ratlfi •

cation.

He t^tJll bclirwt] that the bounilaiy vchkh te ha 1

fixed In hi» ovTii mind, was Ibe naturat anJ propi'r
ohp; but, as that could not b«; obiai.ied, the question
for tlifni totleciite was—Are the objeciions to the
boundary as actually agreed on, and the stipulatiorj
connected with it, such as ought to cause its vi'iectionl

In deciding it, It must be borne in mind that, as far aj
this portion of the boundary is concerned, it is a qu-'s-
tiun belonging much more to the State of Maine than
iQ the Union. It is, in tiuth, but the boundar-' of
that State; and it makes a part of the bounJary of
the United Stales, only by beinir the exterior bonnia-
ry of one of the States of cat Federal Union. It ia

her sovereignty and soil that are in dispute, except d'e
porltor»of the latier that still remains in Massachu-
BCtts; and it belonijs in th*- ilr.-t placc" to her, ana to
Massachusetts, as far as her right of soil is involved,
to say what their rightij and interests are, and what i^

required to be done. The rest of the Union i.s bound
to defend them in their just claim; »;id to assent to
what they in.'iy be willing to assent \n iii settling tho
claim in co.itcat, if there should bo nothing in u .a-
consistent with the interest, honor, or safety of Uii
rest of the Union, It is ^o that the controversy f.aa

ever been regarded. It is well known that Presideut
Jackson would readily have agreed to the award of tne
King of Holland, had not iVIaine objected ; and tnat
to overcome her objection, he was prepar d to recom-
mend to Congress to give her, in ordc to get her con-
sent, one million of acres of the public domain, worth,
at the minimum price, a million and a quarter of dol-

lars. The case is iiow reversed. iVlaine and Mass.i-
chusetts have both assented to the stipulations of ti^.o

treaty, as t">ir as the question of the boundary sitfecu

their peculiar interest, through commissioners vested
with full powers to represent them; and the question
for us to decide is—Shall we reject that to which they
have assented 1 Shall the Gmcrninent, after refua-
ing to agree to the award of the King of Holland,
because Mail. e objected, now reverse its course, ar.a
refuse to agree to that which she and Massachusetts
have both assented 1 There may, indeed, be reasona
strong enough to autliortze such a course ; but they
must be such as will go to prove >hat we cannot Tive
our assent consistently with the interests, the honor,
or the safety of the Union. That has not been done;
and, he would add, if there Im; any such, he has ttot

been able to detect them.
It has, indeed, been said that the as«ent of Miiac

was coerced. She certainly desired to obtain a moro
favorablfc boundary; but when the alternative wa«
presented (,f another reference to arbitraticr., she
waived her objection, as far as she was individually
coneeiried, faiher tha.n incur the risk, delay, uacer.
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