
FIGHTINO A PHILOSOPHY

I,

To extract a coheient iiyHtem from his contradictions ii»

impoMiible. He reokletisly flung forth wave upon wave
of thought : thoHe wavcH which were tuned to hannony
with the prevailing vibrations of the national spirit

carried their message far and wide ; those which were

not keyed to the right pitch were idly dissipated in space.

Wherever his ideas are dear, definite, and easily trans-

lated into action, they are aggresHively inhuman

;

wherever they stray in the direction of humanity (as,

for instance, in the conception of a united Europe), they

are vague, visionary, and irreconcilable with the general

trend of his doctrine.

' Shall I prove to you ', says Dr. Oscar Levy, who
seems to be accepted by the English Nietzscheans as

little less than a reincarnation of the master spirit, ' Shall

I prove to you that a new philosophy may be a more
powerful enemy than all the navies in the world ? ' The
proof is now being attempted on a world-wide scale.

Whether it will reach its Q.E.D. remains to be seen ; but

if not the most powerful thing on earth, the Nietzschean

philosophy is certainly one of the most redoubtable.

Dr. L^vy wrote in 1906. Gerhart Hauptmann, in 1914,

boasts that Zarathwtra is one of the classics which the

cultured German soldier carries in his knapsack—the

others being Homer, Faust, and the Bible. To judge

by results, we may say with confidence ' The greatest of

these is Zarathtutra '.

n
Let me now show by a few quotations how strong is

Nietzsche's claim to a posthumous Iron Cross of the first

class, as the inspired apologist and eulogist in advance

of Germany's assault upon all that the non-Nietzschean

understands as civilization. My quotations shall be


