
viBions of tlio s;iiiie turbiih'nt and (|iiarrc'lsomf

rac<'. But yet luMJc^ircd to i>fVen<l iicitiior party.

He .lid not tlirntorf rctiuiic a dotencf Croni St

Paul, hilt In- nd'ii.^f'd to listoii to tlu- char^^t'. lit

said "if it \^ t'lr a iiiiittcr of wron^'. i.e. i:roai

moral wroiijr, or wicked lowdno.ss,' rather pei-

jury, "reason would that 1 should hear with V()u,'"

i.e. reasonably listen to \ our char^'r ;
" Imt if it he

a ([uestion of irords and yy(vn(,s and ot vour law,

look ye to it, for I will he no judge of such matters.

And he drovt' them from the jud^iiu'nt-seat.

(lallio had a contempt h r th«' wliole matter, lie

entitled the preaehinu <d" St. Paul that Jesus wa>

Christ, a<iuesti(»n of m^rds and iinntt.s. Ii»> styled

the precious tiuiii that the Church was to he uni-

versal, a ([uestion simjily of the Jewish law. He

got rid ot" the m. titer in the easiest way to him-

self. By refusing to punish St. Paul, he expected to

gain popularity with the Apostle'sparty. By leav-

ing in the Jews' hands the deci.sion of legal matters.

he flattered their natioiuil vanity with the show

of a power that had long passed away. Anyhow.

Gallio saved himselt trouble, did not compromist

himself, and kept within the limits of his power.

This verdict, however, did not appease the tumult.

We read: "Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the

chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before


