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inhabitants of the country, and not any particular

clafs of them : though I am aware that the word hat*

been ufed in a different fenfe ; to give a certain clafa

of people a degree of artificial importance of which

they would have never thought, had it not been in-

ftilled into the;.! by penons, of whofe defigns, thofe

called the people, were not aware.

By the fpirit of the people ^t large, I mean that

{cnfc of independence, and corre^nefs of thinking,

ct which that nation I am fpcuking of, has been al-

lowed to poflefs a very large portion. This is the

Spirit which is hated and envied by every Defpot

;

tilough it will be cheriihed by the Monarch of a free

people, as the brighteft jewel in his crown.—This

fpirit is the fource of every noble and manly feeling ;

it is generous, brave, and undaunted. No highnefs

of rank, no greatnefs of wealth, will fecure the vi-

cious and unprincipled from its cenfure and punifh-

mcnt ; while, at the fame time, the man devoid ot

laril; and wealth cannot be opprefTed with impunity.

When fuch is the value and importance of this-

fpirit, let us confider by what means it is excited,

cheriihed, and preferved.

In the firft place, it is excited by that education

which the youth of tLit nation very generally re-

ceive. It is thus, that the Iparks of Independerice

and perfoaal dignity areexcitei j and tae tourrda-
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