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of this country alone. The Hiftory, therefore, pt

Shipping and Navigation includes in it the hiij^pry.

of the different branches of foreign and domei^M!

trade, and of the fifheries carried on either ppQ^>

our coafts or abroad ; and we Ihall according^yu i^

purfuing this enquiry, be led to conHder the ia^ys

that have been made for better regulating thq^^

various objects of commercial policy. .5f,02"j>l jxi:

• But this, underftood in its largeft extent; op^Ql

to us a field of more fpace and greater yaripty

than is neceffary for our prefcnt purpofc j. fon;^?

limit muft therefore be fet to our rcfearch : in fo

doing it is meant to confine ourfclves merely to

fuch matters as belong to shipping and natjigaz

tion in the ftricler fenfe of thofe words, or at Ip^ft

in the parliamentary fenfe which they have acqu^ed

from the ufe and application of them in difierjent

adls of parliament. Thus, whatever relates jto a

shipi and its qualifications of ownerships or btiklt,

the mafter who commands, and the feamen who
navigate it, the goods and commodities, and the

places from which it may import by virtue of fuch

qualifications; all thefe are peculiarly fubjefts ^f

the prefent Hiilory, and will of thcmfclves bring

before us the trade and commerce of the whole

world. But any incidents and circumftances re-

lating to that trade and commerce, and not origi-

nating from, or belonging to, the precife nature

of fuch qualifications of the skip and its naviga"

iion, arc extraneous and foreign. Thus the whol^

concern of cuftoms and duties being merely regu-

lations of revenue J the detail for coUefting and
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