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isttribtitcd to tte congrefs the colleded wifdom of the con-

tiiient. It is nearer the truth to lay^ that every particle

df difaffcdlionj petulance, ingratitude and difloyalty, that

for teti years pafl have been fcattercd through the conti-

iifcnt, were united and conlblidated in them. Are thefe

thy Gods, O Ifrael
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MASSACHUSETTENSIS.
March i^^ 1775.
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LETTER XVII.

^0 the Inhabitants of the Province of Mafjachufetts-Bay,

T'HE advocates for the oppofition to parliament, often

remind us of the rights of the people, repeat the

Latin adage, vox populi vox Dei, and tell us, that govern-

inent, in the dernier refort, is in the people :«.they chime
away melodioufly, and, to render their mufic more ravifh-

ing, tell us, that thefe are revolution principles. I hold

the rights of the people to be facred, and revere the princi-

ples that have eftabliflied the fucceflion to the imperial

crown of Great-Britain in the lineof the illiiftrious houfe

of Brunfwick ; but the difhculty lies in applying them
to the caufe of the whigs, hie labor, hoc opus eji ; for ad-

mitting, that the colledive body of the people, that aic

fubjedl to the Britifli empire, have an inherent right to

change their form of government, or race of Kings-, it

does not follow, that the inhabitants of a fingle province

or of a number of provinces, or any given part under a

majority of the whole empire, have fuch a right. By ad-

mitting that the lefs may rule or fequefter themfclves trom
the greater, we unliinge all government. Novanglus has

acculed me of traducing the peopkof this province.'' I

deny the charge. Popular demagoguesi^always call them**

ielvt^s the pecpie^ and, v hen their own meafures are cen-

fured, cry our, the people, the people are abufed and in-

fulted. He fays, that I cnce entertained different ienti-

Jnents from thofe now advanced : 1 did not write to cx-

tulpare myfelf : Jf through ignorance, or inadver'ency,

i liavc licretolgre contributed, in any degree, to the

form-
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