
THE Sn.n Juan dispute forn>-

an interosling chapter n

the h'story ol Northwest
W-^s'^incr^on. mrl is worthy oi

more thnn pj^'^sMipf comment. Tl:o

>-tory of Rnf'li^'h camp, which is

sitnnted on 0-'rn,9,on Bay, on the

northern e.nd of San Juan Island.

1'^ full of rom"">Pce and entries us

b^ck ^0 the days of pioneer life.

ITp'lo the date of the f-^ipnini^' of

ihp Webc^tcr-AsV'burton treaty in

1S42 which d-^ fined the boundary
brtween the American and Brit-

ish possessions in the Northwe^.t
?^^' the forty-.ni^ith parallel of lati-

tude, Gi'e^it B itain had I'dd

claim to all the country at le-i.^l

as far south rs the Columbia
river, and throuo'h the wenkness
of a vacillatine policy at WashiniJ^

ton pvid the privileges of a so-

cnlled "joint occupancy'' she had
been practicallv mistress of the

v^'st territory that was then al'

called Oregon.

'When, on the conclusion of the

treaty of 1842. the great Hudson
Bay. Company were compelled tc

furl their banners, forsake their

great stockaded posts, abandon
their enormous fur trade and
withdraw within the boundaries
of British Columbia, it was sul-
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