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tually dependent upon each other. There has been no a{)proach to a dead-

lock in Parliament since confeder.ition, ami while charj^es of I'rench aggres-

sion have been made in some quarter-;, no case has ever been instanced in

which the interests uf one race were sacrificed to satisfy the other by

Dominion legishition. It i-^ true, the l''rench-Canaili.ins have opposed the

incorporation of Orangemen, being supported in this by Mr. HI. ike, the

leailer of the Reform party, and many of his followers, but that was a

cpiestion of religion rather than race, and Irish members also votetl against

it. IMie only question that ever threatened trouble was the hanging ol

Kiel, and the excitement over that has almost entirely subsided, without

any evil effects. Indeed, the effects of the agitation are Iikel\- to be bene-

ficial. The I<*rench have been taught that tluy are only a part of the

C.matlian people, ami that the laws of the Dominion uill not be set aside

at the ilictation of mt)b orators; moreover, the)- are- likel)- to take more

interest in the management of North-west affairs in the future, and this

will be the means of lifting them out of their narrow, provincial rut. There

is nothing alarming in an occasional woril)- conflict between tiie two sec-

tions of the people. It shows that they are rubbing together instead of

drifting apart, and while neither may admit that the other is right, the

arguments advanced are Jiot without effect.

The Kiel agitation took much lafger tlimensions on paper than it ever

had in fact. The members of the l-'rench-Canadian wing of the Conserva-

tive party are known as Bleus and the I-'rench Reft)nners a-. Rouges.

While the rebellion was in progress a few Rouge politicians, hoping to

make party capital, held meetings in Montreal justifying the action of

the half-breeds, comparing them to the patriots of 1837. •^"<-' denouncing

tne government. Their meetings were poorly attended at lust, and were

laughed at by newspapers of the Bleu persuasion ; but after th.; rebellion

was suppressed and the lower classes of French-Canadians became excited

against the English-speaking people by the enforcement of compulsory

vaccination laws, to which they were opposed, the attendance at the meet-

ings greatly increased, and a number of Bleu i:)oliticians, growing alarmed

lest their constituents might be carried away by the eloquence of the

Rouges, joined them in demanding the commutation of Riel's sentence,

threatening to establish a new party and assist the Reformers in ousting

the Conservatives from power unless their demands were granted. It was

a crisis in the history of Canada. Had the government yielded to a

demand made in such a way, there would have been just grounds for Dr.

Bender's gloomy predictions. But the course of justice was not interfered

with ; Riel was justly punished, and the agitation has already subsided,


