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the S(^8kal<i^WAii. fi«tsto/>fhe' boiith. . lU peesence. jbdicaiiexj9eiid|i Bofl

xmftt for,.<JultivfttJOn,:- v^Hiijist!) rW.J "Jo 9,'k>. -wh x^ •af>litir OOC. ;r4%ji

r,.. mi^.fetrcbie not abundant along tlie PcicB KweD, but i^iidiaM

mon pn the AtbahMoa and Maokeame Riviera. The Ubrttern Indians

makf» i lai^e^ <>',4aiititic#; of isynip from it« tapan springi:

These are the most intjiortiant trees. There are; no beecbfmiaplev

ash, oak, ehn, whi^ or red pifie in the cowp^try.

Q. What fruits grow spofltaniebu«ly inithe Peace. RiveecoMiitry and

Athabasca regions ? ' '
• '

A. The berry of the Amelanehier Cd'tiadenMs {Strwice Beh7V)f"'''

Canadians, Poires of the French Half-breeds and Sas-ka-tum berries

of the Indians) is collected in immense quantities oti the upper Peace

Biver, and forms quite m artible of fobd and trade. tVhfeh I was at

Dunvegan last summer the Iridiiins and Half-breeds were eaniped but

^

collecting the berries which were then in their prime (August «th.)

Bears are very fond of them, and resbrt to the sunny slopes of tho-^

Peace River at this time in great numbers to feed upon the beniesw^ >

The Indian women press them into square cakes while fresh, andthea'^t

dry them for future use, but those intended for the Hudson Bay

Company's post are dried in the sun and mixed with dry meat andn

grease to form pemnican, or are fried in grease for a dessert. '

Strawberries and raspberries are very abundant in most districts ,

on Peace River, especially at Vermillion.

Another raspberay {Rubus Arcti/cus) , of an arabcr color^ is very

abundant at Lake Athabasca and up around Portage La Loche and

the Valjey of the English Iliver. Its fruit is converted into jellies

and jams, and gives a relish to many a poor meal*

High bush cmnh&nies {Viburnwnipaiuiijiorum and Opuius) e,te

very abundant in the wooded districts on both sides of the Athabasca

and Clear-water rivers a&d around Lake Athabasca.

Gooseberries and currants of many species are found, but are not

much sought after. Blueberries, low bush cranberries, and the cowW'

berry {Vacdnium VUisJolcea), are abunduat in particular localities

in the aboye district. Two species of cherries—^the bird cherry and

the choke cherry—complete the list.
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