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medium of such as were con-
fessedly either-jews or infidels!

1 have said that Disraeli -%vas a
Spanish Jev. He wvas, however,
like bis father before him, born in
England; whithe-r his grandfather,
a stripling of eighiteen, carne in
1748 to seek bis fortune. The
fanîily, driven from, Spain by the
Inquisition, Iiad been settled for
several generations in Venice;
îvherc tbey assumed the cogno-
nien of D'Ifsraeli,-a name at once
significant and unique. But they
never forgot thieir pedigree and
prestige; and wvere proud of their
Castillan progenitors. Indeed,
Disraeli, who plumed bimself on
bis beraldic lore, -%vhen hie carne to
boast a coat of arms, uqed the
tower of Castile as bis crest, and
quartered it upon bis shield.

His genealogy, too, accounts
for the strange affection for-med
for lîini by «Mrs. Brydges
\ViIIiams, a vvealt-r widowv of
Cornwall, who subseéquently be-
queathied hlm the wlîole of lier
large fortune. Shie ivas a Jewess,
of Spanisli origin, and professed
to trace some connection between
bier bouse and bis ow'n. For
twelve years this eccentric old lady
lavisbied bier gifts upon him; and,
at lier deatb, she w-as by bier ow-n
express desire interred at Hugben-
den, r.%ar the spot -%vlere Disraei
linself w-as to lie. He biad
gratilied lier by quartering hier
coat wvithi the 1"-arings of an an-
cient Spanisbi familv from. wbichi
she clainied descent, usina the
hielp of ambassadors and minis-
ters, andi ransackin g the private
cabinet of the Oueen of Spain, for
that purpose.

Duringr that interesting period
of a man's life usually referred to
as his salad da-s. w%%ben niost men
are flauntin.g their chiorophyli in
the face of an astonishcd world,
Disraeli w-as settling down to liard
wvork in the realm of letters:F. fie
came honestly by bis preference.

For it is steadily mnaintained that
certain gifts and qualities-wooden
legs included-run in the blood;
and Disraeli's father wvas a
litterateur. Isaac Disraeli's books
are stili upon the market, and
fanîlliar to ail of us. IHe simiply
Iived in bis library, scarcely leav-
ing it except to " saunter in ab-
straction upon a terrace, muse
over a cliapter, or coin a sentence."

0f the son it is said that boyishi
pursuits and amusements liad no
interest for hlm. " He pondered
over the music of language,
studied tbe cultivation of sweet
sounds, and constructed elaborate
sentences iii lonely -%valks."1 This
employnient became a passion
withlîinîi; and in later days lie
found infinite pleasure in the comi-
position of those rapier-like, in-
cisive paragraphis, xvith wblichi lie
w-acs w',ont to torture hlis opponents
in the flouse of Comnmons.

Disraeli did flot enjoy tbe edu-
cational advantages whicbi are
usuallv associated with those ivbo
have risen to the bigh positions
whicb lie filled. Hie knew notb-
ing or' life in the great schools or
at the universitv. NMot that bis
fatber w-as unable or unwilling 'to
send bim, thither. The truth is,
bis nationality w-as against him.
For althougb, wlien Disracli wvas
nearly thirteen years of agtbe
whiole family hiad been receivcd in-
to the Established Chiurch, tbev
were stili pure-blooded Jews, and
Englisbi prejudice in school and
college -%%as strong, if flot intoler-
able.

The boy attcnded for a w-hlile a
private scbooi, and thien a

Unitrianinstitution at W\althiam-
stowv, wbere, however, bis stav -as
of short duration. Soon, at home
-ivith bis father, lie was Nworkingr
liard twelve bours a dan, appar-
ently dcveloping into a careless
and conceited fop, but really con-
sumied wvith a mighty ambition to
make a g-reat maii of himnself.
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