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The Qommercial certainly enjoys a very much
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daily or weelly. By a thorough system of per.
sonal solicitation, car ried out annually, thisjous-
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ario, the provinces of Manitoba and British
Columbia, wnd the territories of Assiniboia,
Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Commercial
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13anu{ihcturing and financial houses of Eastern
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WINNIPEG, JUNE 27, 1892,

Manitoba Crops.

The first official crop bulletin for 1892, has
been issued by the Manitoba department of
a§ricultur.e It is a summary of returns from
about 350 correspondents in all parts of the
province, written on June 1.

The system of dividing the province into-
electoral divisionz co facilitate the compilation
of the bulletin has been discontinued, districts
made up of municipalities being substituted.
The following table gives the acreage under
crop and the amount of fallowing and fall plov-
ing done togoether with the figures for last year
for purposes of comparison : -

1892.

o ¢ (17 RPN 3
Acres Fallowed for crop of... ..205,232
Acres Fall plowed for crop of .500,188

WeaTHER—In answer to the question put to
correspondents **Was the weather during secd-
tng timo favorable for work and growth ?,” the
answer with very few exceptions was *favor-
able for work, but not for growth.” During
April, and in fact during the most of May, it
was oxceptionally cold. Ia the former nonth,
a severe storm mado the ground very damp in
some places, and seeding operations weroe con-
siderably retarded. Seeding becamo general
all over the provinco on the 19th April.

FaLuowiNg axp Prowine —The quantity of
land fallowed exceeds that of the previoas year
by 45,023. Fallowing appears to be protuy gen-
erally carried outoverthe provinco as the areas
each year show a decided incroase. The quantity
fall plowed shows o falling off of 183,421 acres
from last year.

Wugar. ~The acreagl? under wheat has
fallen off 40,074 acres. This may be accounted
for by the winter settiog ia early and farmers

s 9:301

326,717

noglecting their plowing to attend to their
threshing. CLorrespundeats repoit the plant
as being %walthy and vigorous and all epeuk
encousagingly of the prospect of a good crop.

OA1s.—This crop is doing finely, the warm
weathor during the latter eod of May haviog
brought it quite up to the average notwith-
standing thoe lateness of sowing. Lorrespondents
agree that the prospects for the crop this year
are of the very best. The area under crop is
shown to be 332,974 acies, being an increaso of
27,330 acres over that of last vear. Each year
shows an increased arca under crop of this grain,
which goes to show that stock-raising as an in
dustry is commending itself to our people.

BarLey,—The area put under barley this
year shows aa increase over that of last year of
7,810 acres. The weather just at the time
.hat this crop was being put ir. was somewhat
unfavorable, but as a result of the fine growing
weather during the past month it is looking
well and promisea a good crop.

Peas, Ry, Bockwiuear asp Curn.—The
areas sown to these kinds of grain show a
gratifying increase over last year. The prin-
cipal rye fields are in the vicinity of Rosen.
feldt and Gretna in tho municipality of
Rhinelund,

Frax.—Reports this year go to show that
farmers are discovoring the valua of this crop.
Tho area sown this year is 1718 acres, As there
is Iikel{ to be in operation in the province
before long, binding twine establishments, we
may look for the area under flax to increase
very much in the next few years. Like rye,
this crop is now chiefly grown around Rosen
feldt and Gretoa.

Porators.—The area planted in potatocs
shows a falling off from that of last season, but
at the timo our reports were sent in farmers
had not finished their planting Tho totalarea
under this crop last year was 12,705, while this
year it will be seen that the total area is 10,003
showing a falling off of 2,702 acres. It is very
probable that the arca will be about the same
as last year,

Roors.,—The area planted to roots this year
is nearly double that of last year. The area
last year is given at 9301 acres, while this year
it is 17,498, a clear increase of 8,197 acres. The
root area is nearly equally distributed over the
provinee, each of the districts show about the
same acreage.

Pasrtores axp Meapows.—The condition of
the pastures and meadows counld not be better,
as the following quotations from reports received

o to show :—*pastures good”—“‘growing

aely”—¢*very good"—*‘stock have no difficulty
in getting a good supply of grass”—*‘very
promising”—*‘ahead of last year"—¢*‘making
rapid growth”—%“very good”—*‘average’—
¢oxcellent.” In some cases, however, tho
pastures are rather late, but all over the
proviace the meadows arein good condition and
promises a good crop of hay.

WeEDs, —Tho prevalence of weeds of the
noxious varieties in so many parts of the prov-
ince is becoming a question of some importance.
and the best meauns of gotting clear of them,
and remaining so, i8 r, qaeation which appears to
be troubling tho farmers in very many places.
The Legislature has given the Department an
incrensed graut to cover the cost of sending out
inspectors to sce that the provizions of the
statute in this connection as complied with and
overy effort will be made by the Departmont
to provent as far as they are able, the spread of
noxious weeds.

Live Stock.—The coriition of stock is re-
ported to be first-class, «specially horses, which
are reported to be in excelient condition for the
work of the summer.

Grarx, Erc., oy Haxp.—Reporis show no
very largo quantities of any kind of grain unsold,
although there are individual cases in whkcha
large quaatity is held, but these form a very
amall percentage of the otiginal amouat of the
crop.

Fat cattle are nearly all sold aud there are
vory fow atore cattle on hand,

Faru Rextars.—When sending in their ro-
ports correspondents were again this year asked

to givothe average rental of farm in their respee-
tive districts, and the roplies received indicate
no chango from last year. The rental paid
varies from a few cents for unimproved lands
to §1.00 and £5.00 por acro for cultivated lands
n tho more thickly sottled districts. In some
of the localities much of the land is worked on
shares and in such cases tho owner recoives
from ono-fourth to one.half the crop.

Lapor anp Waues, —Correspondents report
that thoro was a suflicient supply of labor for
Kutting in tbe crop, but tho demand for harvest

ands will bo as great as ever.

In addition to the above it may be said thata
demand always exists for boys from twelve and
older for light farm work and herdiog at from
875 to $150 per year with board.

Doxestic Here.—The demand for femalo
help is greator than ever before, although the
wages paid are higher than they have ever

ecn,

GENERAL REMARKS.—From the replies of
currespondents we learn that some of the grain
stacked last fall is not in a very satisfactory
condition, This will show the importance of
careful stackiag.

LaTer —Since the first of June the weather
has been all that could be desired for the grow-
ing crops. Warm with frequent showers —and
the latest reports show thoy are doing well.

Tho London Convention,

In tho course of the coming month there will
assemble in London the second convention of
delegaces from chambers of commorce in all
parts of the British Empire. They are called
together ostensibly to discuss the idea of a com.
mercial union or trade league between this
courtry, its colonies and Indiau possessions,
There is no definito scheme beforo thom, They
may adoptfgeneral resolutions in favor of com.
mercial federation; but that is hardly what
practical men of busivess are looking for. The
desirability of such a union is almost universal-
ly admitted ; but no one has so far been able to
devise a workable scheme, and we believe that
the majority of traders are not at all sanguine
that it ever will be devised. This country can-
not do more in the cause of imperial trade fede.
ration than it has done for the past forty yoars
by the abolition of import duties, Will the
colonies follow suit?

At present the mother country is asked—
epecially in the case of Canada—to discriminate
in favor of its colonies by placing a duty on
foreign products and allowing colonial and In-
dian goods to enter freely as at present. We
have poiuted out before that this cannot be
done withont increasing the prico of food and
raw material in this country, and probably
stiffening the duties already levied on British
manufactures by foreign countries. But assum.
ing the possibility of accopting the federation-
ists’ proposal, what do the colonists propose to
do? Will they discriminate against foreign
countries? Will Canada pnt up say 50 per
cent. against United States hardware, and re-
ceive our own at 10 per cent.? Canada would
of coursze have to extend the terms granted to
this country to Germany and Belgium as well.
But that would not provent the execation and
the British acccgtance of the proposal. Yet
Canada does nothing of the sort. Ys it that
she is afraid of the retaliation of the neighbor-
iug republic? Meanwhile we welcome the ap-

roavhing meeting of chambers of commerce,
%eeling assured that oven if its efforts to forma-
late a scheme are bouud to fail it will indirectly
ba the means of strengthening the comwmercial
and political ties which bind the Empire to.
ethor,
8 The British negotiators at Madrid for a
troaty with Spain havo unfortunately failed in
tneir task ; and accordingly from the lat prox.
tho new minimum tariff comes into operatior,
This means an increase on the duties of from
150 to 200 per cent. and in some cases oven
more. The Spanish West Indian possessions,
chiefly Caba and Porto Rico, are alto adopting
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