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Code, the above decision lits exactly the question of interpre-
t,&tion raised by the indictment returned for the publicatiôn
of the wireless message " taken " by the booy " operator. " Plainly,
on very elementary principles of the criminal law, the act com-
plained of io flot within the prohib' lion and punishment of the
gtatute relating to telegraph lines and telegraph messages.-
Ceiitral Law Journal.

T'HE IDENTIFICATION 0F À MARK.

A writer in the Central Lauw Journal takes exeeption to an
articie ini t]iqit journal whicli defined a markc as a character (flot a
writing) maaiý hy an inked pen operatet' l)y a human hand and
cont4isting of a .oingle straight stroke or of tvo or more discon-
kuected stright rirallel strokes, or of two straight strokes cross-
ing each other.

T1he writer thenosays-
muarks for the authentieatioii of legal documtients are,

of ieourse, the marks under discussion. 'Such mnarks are usu-
ally niade hy, illiterates. but are soinetimes mnade by persons
who eau u4ually write, but who are so enfeebled by disease oi age
as to be unable to do so at the tiîne of exer'iting the document
ii qu'pstion. In an experierice of over forty-three years, marks
made for the purpoee of authenticating documnents have al%%ays '
w) far am~ we have observed, heen in the forin of a cross, thus:
X or -. We do flot reniemnber ever having seen one made other-
wise. These marks are rarely made by the imarksrnaul holding
and directing the pen liniself, but usually hy his touching the
upper end of the penholder w-hile held and directed by some
other person, usually the oue who draughted the instrument,
who ini fact niakes the mark; but very rarely by the nmarksman
holding th-c pen ini his own biand, which, in turn, lm itself held
and directed in its motion by th"l hand of another person.

While a mark made for the purpose of authentieating a docu-
ment will, if properly proved, undoubtedly be binding upon a
msarksman compet4rnt and able to write, yet the fact of his
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