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to b given in somewhat indefinite form and to be transmitted by an irregular

post over so long a distance, it can casily be seen how uncertain some points

. might become and how irregular certain transactions might be.

The crossing of maiis. the disappearance of carriers the loss of corte-

- spondence. the necessity of acting withomt formal and detailed orders. alt
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tended to throw matiers into a somewhat irregular and at times irreconcilable
condition.

August 28th, 1788, Lord Dorchester wrote to Major Mathews 1o encourage
scttiement on the east side of the River, but that no Jots must be settied upon
before purchase by thie Crown from the Indizns: “also 1o report tie progress

madc by some Loyalisis in their scttlement on a spot proposed for this class
of men on the cast side of Detroit River, and to siate kis ideas fully of what

may be done for its further encouragement, as well as for estaliliching a Mili-
tary Post at that quarter.”

In 1790 Major Matthews wrote from Plymouth Barracks, giving a sem-
mary of his investigation, in 1788 He stated that he went from Queisee to
Deirost in 1787 with instraciions fram Lord Dorchester. Aficr deseribing 1he
foriifications a1 Detroit, he says:

“Should this Past be given up, and anacher taken, the most convenient
plzce will be 21 the eniranse of the River, upom a point a8 presemt acenpied by
somne officers and men who served the war as Rangers with the Indians. The
channei for ships runs between this Paint and Isle Aux Bois Blane, which
shouid also be fortified. the Jistance irom each 1o mid.channel about 200 yards
There is a fine scttlement ruuning 20 miles from this Point on the north side
of the Lake”

Here in 1788 is the reference 10 the future post 3t Amherstburg. The set
tement on the north side of Lake Eric refers 1o what was known as “the two
conmectied townships™ (Colehester and Gosficld).

May 13th, 1787, Lord Dorchester wrote Major Clase, giving him orders
for the sertlement of any claims of Indians, and to lay omt 3 township apposite
Bois Blanc. to be called Grorgetomn.

The District of Hesse in the west had been set agart by proclamation,
dated July 2gth, 1788, and carly in 178 the Governor was authorized by Council

o apgwint a Land Reard, and the following were appointed as the first mem.
bere in 1389




