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be (Iticided upon with tliuir advice and conrnminee,

still the main responsibility tor all errors that are

connnitted properly rests with him.

Nor does any portion of this responsibility fall

upon thosi; by whose assistance! tlu; business (»f

the Department is conducted. It has often been

asserted that there is some mysterious mfluenet!

within the walls of the Colonial Office, which under

every different Secretary of State prevents what is

right from being done, and causes disa[)pointment

ami discontent to the Colonists, and persons con-

nected with tht! Colonies, who have business to

transact with the Department. Nothing can be

more unfounded than such a notion. Those who

have observed with attention the administration of

Colonial affairs for the last five-and-twenty years

will, I am ptirsuaded, agree with me in thinking

that it is nnich more justly chargeable with want

of steadiness and consistency, from the inevitable

differences in the views of successive Secretaries of

State, than with an obstinate adherence under

them all, to the same erroneous system. No doubt

there are many demands urgently pressed upon the

Department wl ch have been successively rejected

by ditt'erent Secretaries of State; but this only

shows that these demands are so unreasonable that


