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'extent of country, they became iatisfied with tearing oflf their fcalps.

This cuftom, though moft prevalent in North America, was not un-

known among tliefouthern tribes, Lozano, p. 79. i

-NOTE LXIX. p. 361.

'X' H E terms of the war-fong feem to be dictated by the fame fierce

fpirit of revenge. " I go to war to revenge the death of my
brothers j I fhall kill -, I Ihall exterminate ; I fhall burn my enemies

;

1 Ihall bring away flaves ; I Ihall devour their heart, dry their flelh,

<irink their blood -, I fhall tear off their fcalps, and make cups of

their Ikulls." Boflu's Travels through Louifiana, vol. i. p. 102. 1 am
informed, by perfons on whofe teftimony I can rely, that as the num-

ber of people in the Indian tribes has decreafed fo much, almoft none

of their prifoners are put to death. It is confidered as better policy

to fpare and to adopt them. Thofe dreadful fcenes which I have de-

fcribed occur now fo rarely, that miflionaries and traders who have re-

fided long among the Indians, never were witnefles to them.

J^ O T E LXX. p. 361.

A L L the travellers who have vifited the moft uncivilized of the

American tribes, agree in tliis. It is confirmed by two re-

markable circumftances, which occurred in the conqueft of different

provinces. In the expedition of Narvaez into Florida in the year

1528, the Spaniards were reduced to fuch extreme diftrefs by famine,

that in order to preferve their own lives, they eat fuch of their com-

panions as happened to die. This appeared fo (hocking to the natives,

who were accuftomed to devour their prifoners, that it filled them

with horror and indignation againft the Spaniards. Torquemada Mo-

narch. Ind. ii. p. 584. Naufragios dc Alv. Nugnez Cabeca de Vaca,

£. xiv. p. 15. During the fiege of Mexico, though the Mexicans de-

^ youred


