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^1 (icr iTiit. liutt'^r tliiin tlioHO uitohh tlio IxinliM'. Accortling to thn
I'oiiurt of J. N. Lurneil in 1871, innde in ctinipliance with a reHOlution
of CoDsrcBH, tliu (littt^ronco is nuich grcutt^r. From nunientHS detailH
ua to the privcH of proviuions, gi-occrieH, &c., ho given the following
resulta

:

Mmii rai in of pricon iii OutArio to pricvn in Now York, 1 to 1.S8.

Mean riitio of privea in Now Bninswivii to pricmi in Maine, 1 to 1,43.

Mean ratio of prlooa in the city of Quebec to prices in Xew Yorli, 1 to 1.43,

The ronio authority gives the results as to wages of niochniiics and
farm-laborers, as follows

:

Mean ratio of wages in Ontario to waftes In New York, I to l.tu.

Mean ratio of wosea in New Brunswick to wntfea in Maine, 1 to 1.7^.

Mean ratio of wages in the city of (juebeo to wages in New York, 1 to 3.38.

These indisputable facts disclose the reason why onr markets aro
so eagerly souglit after. Few droves or car-loads of American hoiiMW,
cattle, sheep, nogs, or poultry seoli purchasers at Kingston, Toronto,
Montreal or Quebec, or at an,v other of their military posts ; but
though subject to moderate duties, tliey come^not standing upon the
order of their coming—from every quarter of the Canatlas, by land
and by water, to the United States, all clamorous for higher prices.

The diflferonce in wages is the widest diftereuce of all.

The magnitude of the stake they are striving for may be under-
stood from the fact that the year after the termination of the former
reoiprocity treaty the assessed values of the property of the province
of Ontario alone fell off 128,000,000. That (Icficicucy they want
i-estored.

The territory of British American possessions, encircling almost
one-fourth of the globe, and extending from the latitude of forty-five

degrees north to tne open polar sea, is snperticially greater than even
that of the United States. Much of it, however, must remain terra

incognita, or only frequent«d by the hunter and trapper, and here and
there by that bturdy class known as frontiersmen, but it nevertheless
offers immense facilities for expansion in grain-growing and stock-
raising, for which it greatly needs an outlet less remote than tho
markets ot the Old World.
Oeogrophical barrierft must forever compel the people of British

Colnmbia, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia,

Newfonnaland, and even Labrador, to seek and to prefer commer-
cial relations with the United States, with or without reciprooity,

and it is plain that an unrestricted access to our markets b,T the peo-
ple of thesis provinces, as well as by those within the fertile Canadian
basin drained by the great lakes, would rapidly augment their agri-
cultural productions for export, stimulat« their labor, and immensely
increase the value of their landed estates, which, with all their per-
sonal property included, is now less than the aggregate wealth of
Maflsaohnsetts. They would, however, all grow fat ana " lard the lean
earth " at onr expense. Foir this result the equivalents offered to us,

instead of being very large and very solid, are very thin, disputable,
and wholly unsatisfactory.
The effect of all this upon our own land and its products would be

reversed, as may be readily foreseen, and would be equal in the ag-
gregate, but. being more widely distributed than their gain, the per-

centage of mdlvianal loss would be less than their iomvidnal gain.

The price of beef or of wheat might rise in Montreal 10, 15, or 20
per cent., but the fall would be somewhat less in Chicago or Mil-
waukee or New York. The surplus products of the Canadian do-
minion flung npou our markets by shorter and cheaper transportA


